March 4th, 2018
The Third Sunday of Lent

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through our
parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While maintaining a
strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through more openness to God's
word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we seek new ways of being church for
members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH
543 Bridge St., Lowell, Ma. 01850
978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123
Serving Lowell and Dracut since 1883
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Parochial Vicar-Kenyan Community
Parish Office Manager
Parish Secretary
Parish Bookkeeper
Director of Development
School Principal
Vice Principal
Director of Religious Education
Director of Music
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MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend:
Daily:
Holy Day:

Rev. Guy F. Sciacca
Rev. Robert J. Carr
Rev. Samuel K. Mathenge
Matthew McKenna
Mary Brooks
Colleen Botto
Pauline Minch
Scott Bolton
Mary E. Elias
Nicole Walsh
Jackie Thurrott
Ernie Houle

Saturday at 4:00pm, Sunday at 7:00, 9:00 and 11:15am
7:00am
Holy Day at 7:00 and 9:00am and 7:00pm

Confession:

The sacrament of Penance is available each Saturday from 3:00pm - 3:30pm or
call the Rectory for an appointment.

Baptism:

Celebrated monthly, please call the Rectory one month in advance.

Marriage:

Contact Rectory at least one year prior to wedding.

Anointing of the Sick:

When a family member is seriously ill or will be undergoing surgery, please call the Rectory.

St. Michael Parish School: Established in 1889, our parish school offers an excellent education for students in grades
Pre-K thru 8.
Communion Calls:

Communion to the homebound is happily arranged; Please contact the Rectory.

Becoming Catholic:

Interested? Inquiries concerning Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
can be made by contacting the Rectory.

New Parishioners:

We are a vibrant, Christ-centered community. If you would like to share in our faith and spirit,
please contact the Rectory. You may also register at our website: www.saint-michael.com

Phone Numbers:

Religious Education: 978-459-0713
School: 978-453-9511
St. Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Deadline for Bulletin information - Monday noon at the Rectory
Website: www.saint-michael.com Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net

Prayer of Saint Michael: Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all evil
spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
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Saturday, March 3rd
7:00 am—Mass
1:00 pm—First Penance: School & Rel. Ed.
4:00 pm—Francis Lavigne III

THE TIME IS NOW
Saint Michael Parish is now in crisis mode. A few months
ago I mentioned to you that if things did not pick up, we
would be in financial trouble. Things did not pick up and
the result is that we are now in financial trouble. The
extremely difficult decision was reached at our Finance
Council Meeting that we can’t incur any additional expenses,
including salary increases, since it is imperative that we make
cuts where we can.

Sunday, March 4th
7:00 am—For the Parishioners of Saint Michael Parish
9:00 am—Robert R. Grenier
11:15 am—Eileen Golden
12:30 pm—Kenyan Mass
Monday, March 5th
7:00 am—Antoinette Lappin
7:00 pm —Novena

Our monthly expenses are approximately $70,000. Offertory
and miscellaneous sources of regular income are averaging
$58,700. This gives us a deficit of approximately $11,300 per
month.

Tuesday, March 6th
7:00 am—Rose Dowling
8:15 am—School Mass
7:00 pm —Novena

Typically our Grand Annual would be used for such
fluctuations in income but for the past two years we have not
even come close to what we would normally collect and
would need to get us through the lean times.

Wednesday, March 7th
7:00 am—Rita J. (Queenan) Marion
7:00 pm —Novena
Thursday, March 8th
7:00 am—Friends of St. Michael
7:00 pm —Novena

The parish cannot survive like this. I am asking you to please
increase your weekly offering by an additional $5.00 per week
and if you have not given to the Grand Annual I ask that you
do so now and if you did and can afford to give more it is
much needed.

Friday, March 9th
7:00 am—Mass
1:30 pm—School Stations of the Cross
6:00 pm—English/Kenyan Stations of the Cross with Soup to
Follow

Also, please remember that the second collection for Palm
Sunday is the traditional Almsgiving collection. You should
be putting a little away each week in Lent and include the one
sum in that collection. Remember, this is your parish and
your parish needs your help in order to survive.

Saturday, March 10th
7:00 am—Mass
4:00 pm—Keith Hubert
Sunday, March 11th
7:00 am—Anthony Alves
9:00 am—Joe Kubit/School Mass
11:15 am—For the Parishioners of Saint Michael Parish
12:30 pm—Kenyan Mass

God bless you all,
Fr. Guy

Weekly Offertory Summary
February 24th-February 25th of 2018
Description
Amount
Weekly Offertory
$7,307.89
Grand Annual
Online Giving
Sacramental Offerings

$65,432.00 as
of 2/25/18
$618.00
$491.00

Candle Money

$66.00

Easter Flowers

$444.00

Total (Minus Grand
Annual & Flowers)

$8,482.89

GIFT OF BREAD AND WINE
We invite parishioners to donate, as a memorial, the bread
and wine for consecration at all the Sunday Masses on a
given weekend. The person or family remembered will be
listed in the bulletin on the scheduled weekend .....i.e., The gift
of bread and wine at all the Masses this weekend is given in memory of
…” The suggested offering for this memorial is $75.00 which
helps defray parish expense for the hosts and the wine.
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Novena to St. Michael
February 28-March 8

Fundraising Frontline
by Pauline Minch, Development Director

In light of the urgent financial needs of the parish St.
Michaels will have a Novena to our Patron: St. Michael the
Archangel from 7:00pm-8:00pm every night until Thursday
March 8. The novena will include Mass and Eucharistic
Adoration (Eucharistic Adoration alone on Saturday and
Sunday) the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will be
available. Let us come together as a parish and ask the Lord
to use this time to strengthen our parish financially and lead
us closer to Him in holiness.

Your continued support of our spiritual
home at Saint Michael’s is vital to our
future. Here’s what’s in the works as of this
week!
LUCKY 200 CLUB SALES: Lucky 200 Club numbers
will be available for sale before/after the 9:00 and 11:15
Masses this weekend at the church entrance. Stay tuned
for additional Lucky 200 Club sales at other Masses. As
always, numbers can be purchased at the rectory during
normal business hours (Monday – Friday, 9am-4pm).

Palm Sunday Almsgiving-March 24th & 25th

TAX TALK: Join us in the church hall on Monday, March
5th, 6:30 - 7:30pm, as H&R Block tax professionals discuss
tax reform, 529 Savings Plan and charitable donations. Tax
Talks are free, but please RSVP by calling 978-459-0713 or
email pminch@saint-michael.com.

Be sure to sacrifice for the Palm Sunday Almsgiving
Collection. As a Christian community, let us be mindful of
the many needs of our parish and be willing to sacrifice each
week this Lent as a charitable offering to one another. Be
mindful each week of sacrificing one’s pleasure, such as
eating out for dinner or going to the movies, in order to give
generously to the Palm Sunday Almsgiving Collection, a
community act of charity, and further strengthen our Parish
community.

Lucky 200 Club: This new program has potential for a lot of
fun and 16 numbers have already been sold! Based on
availability club members get to choose their number(s) 1 –
200 for $50. Each month beginning June 2018 thru July 2019
three lucky numbers from the 200 will be selected in a
drawing and win: $200 first prize, $50 second prize & $25
third prize. Prizes will be paid by check, winners can win
more than once and all numbers must be purchased in
person. ALL 200 numbers must be sold in order for the
monthly drawing to happen. Numbers are now on sale
during business hours at the rectory as well as before and
after weekend Masses at dates TBA. Volunteers to help sell
numbers are needed so if you’re moved by the Spirit, please
call 978-459-0713 or email pminch@saint-michael.com.

Grand Annual 65% of Goal!
This extremely vital collection is one that keeps our parish going
and helps pay bills, (both expected and unexpected), support
collections when they are negatively affected by weather or
vacations and more. As of February 25th, we have raised
$65,432.00 or 65% of our goal of $100,000. Our Grand Annual
requests an $85 contribution per family in the parish; however if
you have already donated and it is financially feasible, please
consider donating again to the collection. Donations can be made
by cash, check, online giving via the parish website or by pledging
$10 a month for nine months. Thank you for your generosity to the
Grand Annual!

H&R Block Referral Program: If you need tax preparation
and are a new client, get your taxes done at H&R Block. For
each new client, the church will receive a $20 contribution. A
flyer with our personalized referral code is included in today’s
bulletin.

Flu Prevention Information from the Archdiocese

Financial Peace University: This is a Bible-based class
taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey, who teaches you
how to take control of your money and get out of debt.
Over five million people have taken Dave’s class and are
living debt free as a result! Classes begin in April, last nine
weeks and will meet in the church hall. Registration info and
dates to be announced.

The Office of Worship, in consultation with local health
authorities, continues to encourage the clergy and faithful to
observe necessary standard precautions to protect the health
of others during this flu season. [This includes the
distribution of the Precious Blood for the faithful being
suspended, with the exception of those who must receive
from the cup due to medical reasons, the exchange of the
Sign of Peace is to be offered without any physical
contact, all ministers of Holy Communion are advised to
distribute the consecrated hosts with care, being cautious not
to touch the tongue or the hand of the communicant, and
Parishioners should be reminded that if they are ill or suspect
they are ill with a contagious illness, they are not bound by
the Sunday Mass obligation.]

“Fundraising Frontline” is a recurring column to preview upcoming
events, programs and promotions, and discuss how we can support them
as a parish family with our time, talent and/or attendance. Your
continued support of our spiritual home at Saint Michael’s is vital to
our future.
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Altar Server Schedule
March 10th & March 11th of 2018

Extraordinary Minister Schedule
March 10th & March 11th of 2018

March 10th

4:00 pm

Jake Kruszynski
Abigail Scott
Caleb Scott
Chloe Scott

March 10th

4:00 pm

Doris Hubert
Jolynn VanDinter
Carole Sargent
Kimberly Scott

March 11th

7:00 am

Katherine Aste
James Aste
Joseph Aste

March 11th

7:00 am

Tammy Streck
James Brennan
Margaret Janas

9:00 am

Coleman Luz
Jessica Luz
Edward McDermott
Julia Vasconcelos

9:00 am

Raymond Stowell
Marcia McGrail
Joyce Cloutier
Pauline Minch

11:15 am

Syndey Cheboryot
Caroline Cormier
Logan Desruisseaux
Kaitlyn Doughty

11:15 am

Joanne Shea
Mary Regan
Anne Travierso
Laurie McNamara
Ashley Melanchook
Patty Casey

Lector Schedule
March 10th & March 11th of 2018
March 10th

4:00 pm

Elly McKenna

March 11th

7:00 am

Andrea Zwicker

9:00 am

School Mass

11:15 am

Marlyse Sime

Offertory Counter Schedule
March 5th, 2018
Brenda Richardson
Gary Blouin
Colleen Dubuc
Arthur Notini
Mary Kay Gorman

2018 Catholic Appeal

March 12th, 2018
Dorothy Dwinell
Marcia McGrail
Jeannine Yianopoulos
Dorothy Flanagan
Dorothy Aste

This weekend is the announcement weekend of the Catholic
Appeal. There will be a brief witness talk during each Mass
where the witness will talk about their connection to the
Parish and the important work the Catholic Appeal
accomplishes.
The commitment weekend for the Catholic Appeal will take
place on the weekend of March 10th-11th. Envelopes will be in
the pews that weekend for you to either fill out during the
Mass or bring home and return to the Rectory. Catholic
Appeal donations will be accepted until June 30th.

Important Parish News and Updates
-During the Lenten Season, there will be confessions held on
each Wednesday (until March 28th) from 6:30pm to 8:00pm in
the Church along with the Saturday Confessions from 3:00pm3:30pm.
-We are now accepting Easter Flower Donations until March
25th. You can find donation envelopes in the pews and in the
back of the Church.
-If you have already given to the Grand Annual and you would
like to give more as your means allow, you may take a Grand
Annual envelope from the back of the Church, put your
donation in it, and place the envelope in the Offertory Basket.

CELL PHONES IN CHURCH
Please turn off all cell phones as you
enter the Church. Let us be
conscious of the sacredness of the
Mass as we gather for prayer.
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SEARCHING?
St. Michael Parish is always looking for people to add to our
liturgical ministries. We are so fortunate to have three choirs
here: Adult choir, Youth choir (grades 3-8) and Hand-bells.
We invite you to come and join us in the fun. Adult rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m. and we
sing at the 11:15 a.m. Mass on Sundays. Youth choir rehearsals are also on Wednesday, from 3:30-4:30p.m. We sing
on Sundays at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. Hand-bell rehearsals are
on Tuesdays from 7:30-8:30 p.m. We participate at the
Christmas Eve Mass as well as Easter week. Please consider
joining us. You would be surprised just how you will connect to liturgy. If you have any questions, please feel fee to
contact Jackie Thurrott @ 978-454-9566.

BOOK OF PRAYERS
Please notice the Book of Prayers located on the side altar
in front of the statue of the Blessed Mother. We invite you
to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book of our
common prayers. As a parish community, let us remember
the intentions inscribed in the book in our daily prayers and
at Mass.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
We invite you to attend on the First Saturday of each month
a Marian Devotion which will consist of 15 decades of the
Rosary and other prayers to honor Our Lady. It will be held
at Holy Trinity Church, 340 High Street, Lowell, MA at
6:00PM. We hope you will consider joining us. For further
information please call (Anna or Ted) at 978-454-4395.

DIVORCED AND SEPARATED GROUP
The Divorced and Separated Group meets every Sunday
evening from 6:30 to 8:30 at Saint Michael School. For more
information, simply attend Sunday’s meeting or call Carlos at
978-957-2063. Those who attend the meeting for the first
time are asked to come a little earlier. Thank you.

Sacristan for Funerals

Catechists for Baptism Preparations

We would like to train a new Sacristan to be able to help us
with Funeral Masses on weekdays and weekends.
All necessary training will be provided. If interested, please
contact Fr. Guy at 978-459-0713 or e-mail at
saintmichaels@comcast.net.

We would like to train lay people to be catechists to prepare
individuals who will receive Baptism while under the guidance of a member of the clergy. All necessary training will be
provided. If interested, please contact Fr. Guy at 978-4590713 or e-mail at saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Adult Faith Formation with Deacon Maurice
Culver

LUNCH & LEARN
Accepting Registrations for Fall 2018

Catholicism: The New Evangelization, An Encounter
with Jesus Christ continues at St. Michael Parish on
Sundays from 2:00 PM until 3:30 PM in the St.
Michael School Hall and is held by Deacon Maurice
Culver. Sessions will consist of videos from Bishop
Robert Barron’s Faith on Fire series with group
discussions after each lesson. All are welcome to
attend.

Are you or someone you know interested in a
Catholic education? Saint Michael School is now
accepting registrations for the 2018-2019 school
year! Sign up for a weekly 10:30am-12:00pm
Wednesday “Lunch & Learn” and you’ll visit
Saint Michael School during a regular school day
where you tour the school, speak with faculty, staff and students,
and can register for the 2018-2019 school year! Saint Michael
School PreK - 8th grade students are provided a strong academic
foundation, which encourages life-long learning through teamwork,
mutual respect and responsibility. Our students are taught to
become future servant leaders, faith-filled disciples and enriched
citizens in our community.

A Catholic, Christ-Centered Community
Serving PreK 3-Year-Old – Grade 8
Call 978-453-9511 or visit school.saintmichael.com
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Children’s Corner

Sharing the Gospel
In the temple people hollered: "Buy a cow."
"Buy a sheep." "Buy a dove." Jesus got very
angry. He wanted everyone to honor God in
the temple. Jesus wants your actions to show
that you love God. He wants you to care for
this world. He wants you to welcome
everyone to your church. He wants you to
pray, sing, and listen to his word in church.
Prayer
Holy Spirit, show me how to honor God in
church.
Mission for the Week
I will honor God by praying, singing, and
listening to his word in church.
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A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY
96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

(978) 458-4851

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

O’Donnell
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Since 1884

Foreign & Domestic
PAUL J. BORRIELLO, JR., Proprietor
485 Merrimack Ave. (Rt. 110), Dracut

(978) 970-2800

Windshield Replacement

(978) 458-8768

Notary Public

Wood Bros.
Flowers

(978) 458-6183

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Johnathan Reeney

Let our Family help you design the
kitchen or bath of your dreams
Tax free on all kitchens & baths

Flowers by Albert, Inc.

GET THE AG
ADVANTAGE!
Lowest prices
FREE In home measurements
776 Lakeview Avenue
FREE layout & design
Lowell, MA 01850
FOR BEST KITCHEN SERVICES,
(978) 458-8456
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
WWW
.AGHARDWARE.COM
* See salesperson for details

978-454-3411 • 978-256-9727
978-256-9111
www.ﬂowers-by-albert.com
521 Merrimack Street, Lowell
David P. Descoteaux

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

978-454-8056

Marc Poirier

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

LISA K. CROWLEY, REALTOR®
Realtor in MA and NH

LUZ GRANITE CORP
Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com

978.804.5312
lcrowley@cocoearly.com

Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

C. Slowey McNiff
Insurance Agency, Inc.
Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.com

(978) 453-1551

Lowell, MA
• Mass Health Welcome
• Most Other Insurance
Accepted
Dentistry for Kids, Adults and Seniors
• Interest Free Financing
• Kids Play Area & Xbox
1141 Bridge Street, Lowell • www.mysmileydental.com • Emergencies Welcome
Monday- Friday 10am-6pm • Saturday 9am-1pm
• Modern Office and Stateof-the-Art Technology

OLDER MEN

SMILEY DENTAL
NOW OPEN!

978-999-9000

We are seeking 4-5 men who will lead our over
63+ soccer team. You must be physically fit,
skilled, and passionate about soccer
Please call now! 603-718-0822

Stained Glass Windows
195 Haverhill St, Methuen, MA • (978) 975-1222
www.absoluteglass.com
Store Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday: 10am-4pm
Beginning of the week, Please call ahead

Miller Consulting and
Tax Service LLC

Kathleen T. Donoghue
Premier Agent

We provide tax preparation (W2s, 1099s)
monthly bookkeeping, payroll,
tax estimates, and year-end planning.
Experienced in all versions of QuickBooks.

978-502-6233
Kathleen.Donoghue@nemoves.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

LONGTIME PARISHIONER
ABSOLUTE CONFIDENTIALITY!

1201 Main Street, Tewksbury, MA 01876
Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated

Call for an appointment • Alan • 978-459-6477

LOS VIEJOS HOMBRES
Estamos buscando 4-5 hombres que liderarán
nuestro equipo de futbol de mas de 63. Usted debe
estar en buena forma física, experto, y apasionado
por el fútbol Por favor llame ahora

A.J. GAGNON & SONS, INC.
1 Gagnon Drive, Dracut, MA

Joe Gagnon
(978) 423-3030
EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS
• Site Development
• Septic Systems
• Sewer, Water
• Drainage Installation

Contact Robert Brooks to place an ad today!
rbrooks@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6344

Bob Ciccarelli
BROKER OWNER

“Because a Home Is So Much More”

978-452-4400

1282 Gorham Street • Lowell MA

Full Service Realtor
Top Selling Agent
in New England

10% of my commission to be donated to St. Michael’s

WM. J.

ZANNONI

Insigh
Insight
ght
gh
INC.

General Contracting
Masonry Construction

Dianne J. Raymond
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA & NH

978-689-3444

Cell 978-337-8623
Office 978-957-7379

Bill Zannoni • wjzann@comcast.net
Fully Insured • Lic. No. 050281

DianneMyRealtor.com

dianneraymond@comcast.net

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Michael Church, Lowell, MA 03-1186

