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Our Mission





Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.


Mass Schedule
MondaySaturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm.

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 9784590713 Fax: 9784531123


Religious Education Phone: 9784590713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 9784591770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saintmichael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish 
Rectory Hours: MondayFriday, 9:00am4:00pm





School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 9784539511 Fax: 9784544104
Email: sms@saintmichael.com Website: www.school.saintmichael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell



Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 9784590713 
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please 
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Religious Ed classes for grades K8 are held on Saturdays
from 910:30am, SeptMay. High school students meet
Sundays 3:305 or 5;307pm, JanMay. First Communion is
usually celebrated in June; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as 
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet facetoface with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive 
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.



Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faithfilled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic 

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
2608049444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from PreSchool (ages 34)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 9784539511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 9784539511!
We invite parishioners to give an 
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The 
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more 
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 1525 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faithbased activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saintmichael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saintmichael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson

Saturday, April 10

7:00am: Jean McCarthy
4:00pm: Ernest & Cecile Champoux

Sunday, April 11

9:00am: Allen Pratt, First Anniversary
11:15am: Richard & Kenny Champoux

Tuesday, April 13

7:00am: Patrick John Cannon

Wednesday, April 14

7:00am: Jean A. McCarthy, RN

Thursday, April 15

7:00am: James & Catherine Keefe

Friday, April 16

7:00am: Sandy Carroll

Saturday, April 17

4:00pm: Doris Ferretti

Sunday, April 18

7:00am: Mary Balbirer

For the weekend of Apr. 34
The Offertory amount was $5,216; Online Giving was
$1,519, which totals $6,735. Our weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a goal shortage of $2,265. The second collection, Palm Sunday Almsgiving, totaled $3,295.

For Apr. 2 (Good Friday)
The Offertory amount was $1,340.

For the weekend of Apr. 34
The Offertory amount was $6,560; Online Giving was
$1,699, which totals $8,259. This collection was for the
benefit of the Clergy Health & Retirement Trust.

Upcoming Special/Second Collections:
4/174/18: Saint Michael School

Thank you for your generosity!




The Deacon’s Bench

This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Easter and now also
known as Divine Mercy Sunday, the feast day that was first
set aside by Saint John Paul II in
the year 2000, to commemorate
the canonization of Saint Faustina
Kowalska of Poland. The institution of the feast day was inspired
from a desire by Jesus Himself
who shared this with Saint Faustina to show the world the immensity of His Mercy. 

The Lord Jesus spoke to Saint Faustina and told her; “I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender Mercy are open. I pour out a whole
ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the Fount
of My Mercy. The soul that will go to confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness
of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened.” 

Throughout the many revelations to Saint Faustina, which
are all recorded in her diary, Jesus did not only define the
place of the feast according to the liturgical calendar of the
Church but also the reason for the institution, the way it
should be prepared and celebrated. Our Lord asked for special prayer (the Divine Mercy Chaplet) and meditation on
His Passion each afternoon at the three o’clock hour, that
recalls His death on the cross. He also spoke about the great
promises, the greatest of them being the grace of complete
forgiveness of sins and punishment. 

Just a week ago, we lived through the Crucifixion, Death
and Glorious Resurrection of Jesus, who paid the ransom so
that all would be saved. He now continues to share His
Mercy with us especially during the times when our human
weaknesses have caused us to turn away.

As we celebrate this Divine Mercy Sunday, let us pray for
and help bring lukewarm souls of those we know, our loved
ones, family members, friends and maybe, at times, our
own, to the most compassionate Heart of Jesus. “Jesus, I
trust in You.”

Easter Blessings!


Deacon Gerry

COMMUNITY HELPING COMMUNITY!


Saint Michael’s Community
Table team welcomed the assistance of our high school Religious Education students in
preparing chicken stew and
packaging the meals for the
needy people of the area on
March 21st. It is encouraging
to see the youth of our parish
carry forth the Goodwill Words
of the Lord. Thank you students, instructors and parents!

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
The latest total of the 20202021 Grand Annual prior
to publication is 82%.
Thank you so very much for your generosity and
financial support of our $100,000 goal!
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

The Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick is both a “Liturgical and a
communal celebration.” In the family home, hospital or church, members of the Body of Christ gather for
the sacramental rite led by a priest.
The Penitential Rite followed by the
Liturgy of the Word and sacramental anointing of the sick can inspire
and comfort both those who are ill
and their family and friends who are
gathered. Many parishes have communal celebrations at which many
persons receive the sacrament.



The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be 
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as
one body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.

Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.








WINNER OF SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
Saint Michael School’s March Madness Lottery Fundraiser
was a huge success. The winner was Katie Parsons; the seller was the Kupcho family. We raised a little over $20,000.
Thank you for all those who supported our school and thank
you for those individuals who planned and organized this
event. 

HOW DID WE DO?


This was my first time celebrating Holy Week with a
congregation here at Saint
Michael's. I would love to
hear any feedback. What did
we do well? What should we
improve upon? (one is order
more palms, we only had a
dozen left after all the Masses.) Drop me a note or call and leave me a message. We
are writing up all the changes right now so we will have
them for next year.²Fr. Chris

EYE HAS NOT SEEN


They say seeing is believing. But if you’ve ever ordered a
pair of pants online, you know that’s not always the case.
Whatever the photos promise us, what looked like a perfectly nice shade of navy blue on our computer screens
comes in the mail as an unusual shade of blue green that
only appears in the giant box of Crayola crayons.

The Apostle Thomas, who couldn’t bring himself to accept
that Jesus had risen from the dead without seeing him, is
such an utterly relatable figure in the Gospels. Thomas is
still reeling from a loss ² not only of his good friend but
his Lord, who was taken prisoner and crucified before his
eyes. Thomas is guarding himself. He’s not believing the
hype. He’s going to be the only judge of what is real and
what is fiction.

Would any of us be any different? We’ve all had those
thoughts. Can we believe it all ² Jesus, salvation history,
the Eucharist ² when we haven’t seen it with our own two
eyes?

That’s when we need to remember that those two eyes were
absolutely positive they had ordered a pair of navy blue
pants. 

It’s easy for us to sit back stroking our chins in judgment at
Thomas, “you didn’t believe the testimony of your
friends!” But do we accept the testimony of our friends?
The saints, the popes, the Church fathers themselves?

Sometimes the things that are most worthy of believing
can’t be seen with the naked eye.

² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS

The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

PROPOSED “MARY GARDEN”


James Aste, one of our altar servers, and a lifelong member
of St Michael's, is working on a Eagle project for Boy
Scouts. He is proposing a Mary Garden between the
Church and the rectory on the hillside near the bell. In order to proceed, he needs some money for the flowers, hardscape, benches, trellis and statue. Normally, a spaghetti
supper would be held, but with Covid19 that becomes
impossible. If you would like to donate towards the Mary
Garden project, please drop your money in the collection
box or at the rectory clearly labeled "Mary Garden". 

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR 
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks! 
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your 
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed. 
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

ADULT ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

If you are vaccinated and it has been two weeks, you can serve
as an adult altar server. We would love to have folks helping out
until our younger altar servers can assist again (probably in the
fall). We could easily rotate through a few folks at each Mass if
enough sign up. Please consider serving. It would be nice to
hear the bells ringing again.  Fr. Chris

Thank you for your support of the Easter 
collection for Clergy Trust! 
LIGHT A CANDLE

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are there for you to light as a
symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1 donation
be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost
of the candle.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS


A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for
the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by
which we remember the person
at one Mass per week for the
year. Mass Cards are $10 and
Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both
are available at the rectory.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

What a wonderful joy fills us today as we ponder the inexhaustible mercy of God. “Mercy is the heart of God,” Pope
Francis tells us. The image of a heart has been used to
point to the very life source of a person as it is the organ
that allows life to flow through our veins and sustain us.
Mercy is the heart of God. Imagine this dynamic, powerful, compassionate, piercing, embracing, loving, propelling, penetrating, absorbing, and enveloping, transforming
presence of God flowing into the very depth of our souls.
It is God’s mercy that allows blood to flow through our
veins. It is God’s mercy that forms every atom of our being and leads us to what is true. God’s mercy reveals all
superficiality and falsehood, and lays bare all distortions,
empty promises, weakness, and sin.

“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to look to the future with hope,”
Pope Francis continues. God’s all forgiving, compassionate love is with us. When we finally believe and accept
that Christ’s resurrected transfigured presence resides with
us, we then find within us a strong confidence to accept
life’s imperfections and disappointments and move on.
Every day is a new adventure in new life. God leaves the
past behind and opens doors to the future. It doesn’t matter
how many mistakes we made yesterday. All that matters is
what we do tomorrow and what we learn along the way. It
is so easy to remain tethered and mired in the past, but
there is no need to do so. God is all about tomorrow and
the work God has yet to do in our lives.

Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the greatest of sinners
and hope for the worst of disasters. There is nothing God
cannot do and nothing God cannot fashion. After all, everything we know and treasure was once nothing, and look
what God did with the nothing God had! The resurrected
Christ stands before us with nail marks in his wrists and
wounds on his body as a testament that not even injustice,
suffering and death can trample over and destroy God’s
mercy. What have we to fear? Why do we keep ourselves
from peace? Our lack of faith prevents us from going forward and fully receiving the holiness God desires to
breathe upon us. Breathe in God’s mercy, allow the wind
of God’s presence to kiss all of your sins and caress all of
your fears. Exhale peace.

©LPi

Clip this page and bring it with you to the April 18 Sunday Mass ; it will assist in readings, prayers
and responses. Please do not leave in pewsȄremember to take it home!
First Reading: Peter said to the people: “The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God
of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence when he had
decided to release him. You denied the Holy and Righteous
One and asked that a murderer be released to you. The author of life you put to death, but God raised him from the
dead; of this we are witnesses. Now I know, brothers,
that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did;
but God has thus brought to fulfillment what he had announced beforehand through the mouth of all the prophets,
that his Christ would suffer. Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away.”
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, let your face shine on us. 

Second Reading: My children, I am writing this to you
so that you may not commit sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one. He is expiation for our sins, and not for our sins
only but for those of the whole world. The way we may be
sure that we know him is to keep his commandments.
Those who say, “I know him,” but do not keep his commandments are liars, and the truth is not in them. But whoever keeps his word, the love of God is truly perfected in
him. 

Gospel Reading: The two disciples recounted what had
taken place on the way, and how Jesus was made known to
themin the breaking of bread. While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” But they were startled and terrified
and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to
them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise
in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you can see I have.” And as he said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were
still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of
baked fish;he took it and ate it in front of them.
He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that everything written about me
in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the
Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
cruci+ied under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glori+ied, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

(978) 458-4851

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

(978) 458-6183
www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Jonathan Reeney

Flowers by Albert, Inc.
978-454-3411 • 978-256-9727
978-256-9111
www.flowers-by-albert.com
521 Merrimack Street, Lowell
David P. Descoteaux

Wood Bros.
Flowers

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

978-454-8056

O’Donnell

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Celebrating over 135 years
of your trust.

(978) 458-8768

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

Marc Poirier

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

Let our Family help you design the
kitchen or bath of your dreams
Tax free on all kitchens & baths
GET THE AG
ADVANTAGE!
Lowest prices
FREE In home measurements
776 Lakeview Avenue
FREE layout & design
Lowell, MA 01850
FOR BEST KITCHEN SERVICES,
(978) 458-8456
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
www
.aghardware.com
* See salesperson for details

Kathleen T. Donoghue
Premier Agent

978-502-6233
Kathleen.Donoghue@nemoves.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com
1201 Main Street, Tewksbury, MA 01876
Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated

LUZ GRANITE CORP
Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com
Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

C. Slowey McNiff

Insurance Agency, Inc.
981 Varnum Ave., Lowell
(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.org

Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 453-1551

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today!
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413
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