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Our Mission





Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.


Mass Schedule
MondaySaturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm.

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 9784590713 Fax: 9784531123


Religious Education Phone: 9784590713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 9784591770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saintmichael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish 
Rectory Hours: MondayFriday, 9:00am4:00pm





School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 9784539511 Fax: 9784544104
Email: sms@saintmichael.com Website: www.school.saintmichael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell



Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 9784590713 
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please 
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Religious Ed classes for grades K8 are held on Saturdays
from 910:30am, SeptMay. High school students meet
Sundays 3:305 or 5;307pm, JanMay. First Communion is
usually celebrated in June; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as 
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet facetoface with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive 
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.



Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faithfilled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic 

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
2608049444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from PreSchool (ages 34)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 9784539511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 9784539511!
We invite parishioners to give an 
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The 
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more 
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 1525 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faithbased activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saintmichael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saintmichael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson

Saturday, April 17

4:00pm: Doris Ferretti

Sunday, April 18

7:00am: Mary Balbirer
11:15am: John & Lorraine Finnegan

Tuesday, April 20

7:00am: Ruth Mason

Saturday, April 24

4:00pm: Jean A. McCarthy, RN

Sunday, April 25

7:00am: Blanca Lidia Woods, Thirteenth Anniversary

For the weekend of Apr. 1011
The Offertory amount was $5,876. Online Giving was
$1,734 which totals $7,610. Our weekly Offertory goal

is $9,000, leaving us with a goal shortage of $1,390. 
Upcoming Special/Second Collections:
4/174/18: Saint Michael School

Thank you for your generosity!

The Lowe Down


On March 22, Governor Baker released
a new guideline for meetings in public
spaces.Effective immediately, 100 people can gather for indoor meetings, and
150 people can gather for outdoor
meetings.

In our case, meetings are things like
faith formation, youth ministry, Bible
studies, council meetings, support groups, and other like
events.

It should be emphasized that in these meetings:

x Six feet of distance must still be maintained between
participants.
x Masks must be worn covering the mouth and the nose.
x Ventilation must be as thorough as possible.
x Surfaces should be sanitized after the meeting.
x Food should not be served.

So, this means that we can resume Parish Council, Finance
Council, Saint Vincent, Green Team, SMYLE and other
meetings in person in the church hall with reasonable separation between people.

It also means that we can resume adult education classes.When we shut down last March, it was just before the
final class in “101 Questions about the faith.”I will be
concluding this class on Monday April 26th @ 1:00 PM
and 7:00 PM (same content in both sessions as before the
shutdown).



You saw Fr. Richard O’Brien at Mass last weekend.I
know this because he celebrated all the Masses.I took a
weeks’ vacation, my first weekend away since the pandemic began, to refresh and recharge.Lord knows that I needed a bit of a respite.


Fr. Chris

BREAKING NEWS


Final details are still coming in... The Lowell YMCA in
cooperation with local restaurants will be distributing
meals in the spring and summer. They asked if they could
use the rectory parking lot for this activity to service the
Centerville neighborhood. After checking in with our St.
Vincent chapter and finding no conflict, I agreed. We don't
know yet, what day or what 2 hour window, but a truck
will be in our rectory lot distributing meals once a
week. As more details become available, I'll let you know.
Jesus said, "Feed the hungry." We will be helping to do
that, indirectly, just by providing a parking spot. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

The Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick is both a “Liturgical and a
communal celebration.” In the family home, hospital or church, members of the Body of Christ gather for
the sacramental rite led by a priest.
The Penitential Rite followed by the
Liturgy of the Word and sacramental anointing of the sick can inspire
and comfort both those who are ill
and their family and friends who are
gathered. Many parishes have communal celebrations at which many
persons receive the sacrament.



The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be 
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as
one body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.

Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.








COMMUNITY HELPING COMMUNITY TEAM
Our morning team needs your help. We are in need of a
‘Substitute Lead’. The individual will serve as a backup to
work with our team in the preparation of chicken stew. If
you can lift the cooking pots, and can help when needed the
3rd Sunday of the month, please consider volunteering to
help. For further info, contact our morning lead person, Bob
Ouellette, 7818566990.


GOLF TOURNAMENT

The 29th Annual Pope St. John
XXIII National Seminary Golf
Tournament is scheduled for
Monday, May 24th, at The Weston Golf Club. This premier
charity event is held to benefit
the educational program for the
seminarians. Tuition covers only
half the cost of educating a seminarian and the proceeds from this tournament will help
bridge the gap and keep the cost of educating them affordable. The $250 player entry includes boxed lunch, 18 holes
of golf with cart, hole in one prizes and a seminary themed
gift. To register, call Kate Folan at 7818995500
orwww.psjs.edu
HOW TO FAIL YOUR WAY TO HEAVEN

You know what are some of my favorite moments in Scripture? The little “Easter eggs” of Jesus’ humanity, things
like Jesus falling asleep, Jesus drawing in the sand, Jesus
playing with kids. And how about Jesus rising from the
dead, appearing to his disciples and saying, “So, have you
got anything to eat?”

It’s right for us to always keep in mind that Jesus is God.
But we also have to remember that he was man. He got
hungry. He cried when he felt sad and laughed when he felt
happy. He got tired. He got bored. 

Because he was God, none of those feelings ever led him
into sin, like they do us. He never spent a car ride trying to
pass the hours by seeing how annoyed he could make his
older sister. He never smacked Peter over the head for saying something really stupid. But he did unleash some Biblically righteous anger on those traders in the temple, didn’t
he? And he wasn’t shy about calling Peter “a Satan” when
his friend tempted him to take the easy way out. 

It’s the tightrope walk we all try to balance every day, honoring our human emotions while still answering God’s call
to be better. Being perfect isn’t the domain of the Christian
² that’s the domain of Christ only. Trying and failing, then
trying again (and failing again) and again and again? That’s
the domain of the Christian.
² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS

The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

PROPOSED “MARY GARDEN”


James Aste, one of our altar servers, and a lifelong member
of St Michael's, is working on a Eagle project for Boy
Scouts. He is proposing a Mary Garden between the
Church and the rectory on the hillside near the bell. In order to proceed, he needs some money for the flowers, hardscape, benches, trellis and statue. Normally, a spaghetti
supper would be held, but with Covid19 that becomes
impossible. If you would like to donate towards the Mary
Garden project, please drop your money in the collection
box or at the rectory clearly labeled "Mary Garden". 

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR 
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks! 
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your 
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed. 
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

ADULT ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

If you are vaccinated and it has been two weeks, you can
serve as an adult altar server. We would love to have folks
helping out until our younger altar servers can assist again
(probably in the fall). We could easily rotate through a
few folks at each Mass if enough sign up. Please consider serving. It would be nice to hear the bells ringing again.
 Fr. Chris

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE

The latest total of the 20202021 Grand Annual prior to
publication is 82%.Thank you so very much for your
generosity and financial support of our $100,000 goal!

LIGHT A CANDLE

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are there for you to light as a
symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1 donation
be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost
of the candle.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS


A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for
the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by
which we remember the person
at one Mass per week for the
year. Mass Cards are $10 and
Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both
are available at the rectory.

GOSPEL MEDITATION


We often act out of ignorance. Armed with the best of intentions, we think we are seeing clearly and correctly, but
we are not. We don’t always understand the full meaning
of things and only perceive part of the truth. Hence, our
judgments and actions can be impaired by myopic, incomplete or erroneous perceptions. The meaning of life, understanding of human experience, and negotiating life’s challenges can all become skewed without proper understanding and vision. The resurrection of Christ is the corrective
to our incomplete and limited view of life. Looking at
things with the eyes of faith brings a depth of clarity and
understanding to how we see God, ourselves, others, and
the world.

Even the disciples struggled with their limited understanding and ignorant perceptions. It was only when Jesus
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures that their
eyes were opened. It was their “aha” moment when everything clicked. We all want the substance of our lives to
come together, make sense, and have meaning. This is easier to achieve when things are going positively, and life is
good. It is when suffering, disappointment, death, hardship, and injustice enter the picture that things can become
unsettled and disoriented. Our faith in the goodness and
love of God is tested. We tend to shift our focus on these
difficult and challenging moments and do not see them
within the greater picture of how God intends life to unfold. We can gain, from the passion and resurrection of
Christ, the clear vision we need in order to move away
from ignorance to enlightenment.

We need our “aha” moment when everything comes together and clicks. It can come in a fleeting instant when we
feel totally connected with God, where we find ourselves,
others and all of creation. It is a moment when all is right
and good, regardless of how difficult our journey. Our
“aha” moment assures us that God is here, right with us, in
us and around us bringing us a gift and blessing we can
receive nowhere else: peace. In those brief sacramental
encounters when we are lifted up out of ourselves and centered, we can hear God say, “peace be with you,” and we
feel secure. It’s all okay. The resurrected Christ has the
power to bring this gift to us. Some people, as they are
facing their deaths, remark about this peace. When looking
into the window of eternity, they experience a depth of joy
and are amazed at God’s goodness and closeness. We are
called to be witnesses to this Good News.

Clip this page and bring it with you to the April 25 Sunday Mass ; it will assist in readings, prayers
and responses. Please do not leave in pewsȄremember to take it home!
First Reading: Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said:
“Leaders of the people and elders: If we are being examined today about a good deed done to a cripple, namely, by
what means he was saved, then all of you and all the people
of Israel should know that it was in the name of Jesus
Christ the Nazorean whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead; in his name this man stands before you
healed. He isthe stone rejected by you, the builders, which
has become the cornerstone. There is no salvation through
anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved.”
Responsorial Psalm: The stone rejected by the builders
has become the cornerstone. 

Second Reading: Beloved: See what love the Father has
bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God.
Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children
now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do
know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. 

Gospel Reading: Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd.
A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired
man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his
own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and
I will lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep
that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and
they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one
shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because I lay
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have power to lay
it down, and power to take it up again. This command I
have received from my Father.”

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
cruci+ied under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glori+ied, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

(978) 458-4851

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

(978) 458-6183
www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Jonathan Reeney

Flowers by Albert, Inc.
978-454-3411 • 978-256-9727
978-256-9111
www.flowers-by-albert.com
521 Merrimack Street, Lowell
David P. Descoteaux

Wood Bros.
Flowers

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

978-454-8056

O’Donnell

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Celebrating over 135 years
of your trust.

(978) 458-8768

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

Marc Poirier

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

Let our Family help you design the
kitchen or bath of your dreams
Tax free on all kitchens & baths
GET THE AG
ADVANTAGE!
Lowest prices
FREE In home measurements
776 Lakeview Avenue
FREE layout & design
Lowell, MA 01850
FOR BEST KITCHEN SERVICES,
(978) 458-8456
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
www
.aghardware.com
* See salesperson for details

Kathleen T. Donoghue
Premier Agent

978-502-6233
Kathleen.Donoghue@nemoves.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com
1201 Main Street, Tewksbury, MA 01876
Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated

LUZ GRANITE CORP
Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com
Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

C. Slowey McNiff

Insurance Agency, Inc.
981 Varnum Ave., Lowell
(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.org

Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 453-1551

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today!
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413
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