Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
August 21, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Michael Barry,
Robert Ndirangu, Pat White, Anne Travierso, Peggy Kane,
Kathy Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Cheboryot, Joe Regan/
Finance Liaison). Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy, Anne
Gallagher (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Anne Gallagher
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

The Lowe Down

same situations.

Father Kevin Sepe from St. Francis has
been a good influence on me. He has
expanded my network by introducing
me to many priests I did not
know. These introductions are often
over dinner and the topics are wide
ranging. Most parishes run into the
same problems, and it is good to commiserate with fellow priests about the

A recent dinner conversation was about live streaming
Masses. This was strongly encouraged during the Covid
shutdown and for some time after reopening. The Archdiocese has never suggested that parishes stop streaming
Masses, and this was the discussion.

Saturday, August 20

7:00am: Harriet E. Burns
4:00pm: Arlene Cox/Seventh Anniversary

Sunday, August 21

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Monday, August 22

7:00am: George Joseph Frascarelli, Sr.

Thursday, August 25

7:00am: Raymond Maczko

Friday, August 26

7:00am: Raymond Lepine/31st Anniversary

Saturday, August 27

7:00am: Beatrice Alves
4:00pm: Parishioners of Saint Michael

Sunday, August 28

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
9:00am: Dennis and Harvey Lepine
11:00am: Ed & Ann Ziaja/40th Wedding Anniversary

For the weekend of August 6-7: The Offertory
amount totaled $6,445; Online Giving was $1,225,
which totals $7,670. Our weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $1,330.
Thank you for your generous support!

You may recall that we called for people to help us
stream Masses in the bulletins and from the pulpit. Nobody
came forward, and we never started streaming Masses
here. We had the money to purchase the necessary equipment, but with nobody committed to run it, we saved the
money.
Several priests said that they will never stop streaming
Masses. They are reaching a lot of people. Their parishioners have said that they like to see their pastor celebrating
Mass.
A much smaller number of us said that until we stop
streaming Masses, the rest of the congregation will not
come back to Mass. We are making it too easy in this
mostly-post-Covid time. The people who stream the Mass
are missing the Eucharist, the Body of Christ, and that is
the whole point of the Mass. We saw attendance at Mass
as most important and streaming the Mass a substitute only
when necessary.
We all acknowledged that there are many who cannot
get to Church for one reason or another. We all had some
sort of program of getting the Eucharist to the home
bound. The discussion was not about those folks. But as
one priest put it, “Mass in Church cannot compete with
Mass at home in your PJs and a cup of coffee.” (It was not
me.)
At last count, our congregation is about 2/3rds of where we
were before Covid. Where did they all go? Some died during Covid. Some are afraid to gather in a space with others
because of Covid.
Some are still watching Mass
online. Some have realized that God did not strike them
down for missing Mass and we may never see them
again. All of those possible reasons make me a little sad
because many members of Saint Michael’s family are not
with us each week.

Fr. Chris

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Tuesday, August 23rd
6:00pm: Adoration
6:00pm-10:00pm: Cornhole League
Wednesday, August 24th
6:00pm-8:00pm: SMS Back-to-School Barbeque
Saturday, August 27th
Religious Ed Registrations Before/After Masses
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for the
repose of the soul of a deceased
person or for the intention of the
living. A Spiritual Bouquet is an
enrollment by which we remember the person at one Mass per
week for the year. Mass Cards are
$10 and Spiritual Bouquets are
$15; both are available at the rectory.

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW..
AN ALUMNI EVENT OPEN TO ALL!
A Celebration of the 100th Anniversary
of the Saint Michael School Building
Dinner Dance

If you are interested in becoming a catechist and
sharing your faith, please contact Nicky Walsh at
9778-869-9283. We’d love to have you on our team!
READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk
13:22-30
Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5/Mt
23:13-22
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt
23:23-26
Wednesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn
1:45-51
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-51
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mt
25:14-30
OBSERVANCES FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time; St. Pius X, Pope
Monday: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Tuesday: St. Rose of Lima, Virgin
Wednesday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Thursday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
Saturday: St. Monica

Saturday, September 24th
6:00pm—10:00pm
Lenzi’s, Route 110, Dracut, MA
Dinner Buffet, Cash Bar, Music, Dancing &
School Memorabilia
Tickets are $55 per person and
are now available at the rectory
or by mailing a check (payable
to Saint Michael’s) to 543
Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850.
Alumni, parishioners, parents,
teachers, staff…..all are invited
to celebrate this milestone of Saint Michael School!

2022 GRAND ANNUAL
Grand Annual envelopes can be found in the back of the
church or at the rectory. Thank you in advance for your
support and generosity. The 2022 Grand Annual has
reached 92% of our $100,000 goal!!!

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING!

Forget the checkbook and make tithing simple for you.
With Online Giving, you can give back to your church
whenever and wherever with the simple click from your
computer or smart device. Look for the Online Giving
Online on our website homepage at www.saintmichael.com to sign up!

RCIA CLASSES STARTING SOON

Classes in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) will begin
Sunday, October 2nd at 10:00am in
the church hall. If you or someone
you know is interested in learning
more about the Catholic faith, please
contact Nicky Walsh at
978-869-9283. All are welcome!

CHECK OUT WHAT’S NEW AND IMPROVED!

41st ANNUAL LAWN PARTY TO BENEFIT
SEMINARIANS
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston is hosting its 41st Annual Lawn Party on Wednesday, September
28th, at 6:00 P.M, on the grounds of the seminary. This
premiere fundraising event is hosted by His Eminence,
Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap. The evening will include a reception and dinner with music. Located on Route
30 in Weston, the Seminary prepares second career candidates, men over the age of 30, for priesthood. The proceeds from the Lawn Party help to keep tuition costs affordable. For ticket information, please call the Pope St.
John XXIII Development Office at 781-899-5500, or visit
their website www.psjs.edu. You can make a difference
and encourage the vocations of these men through your
support of the Lawn Party.

School recycling dumpster moved to rectory parking lot

New fence and guardrail alongside convent for parish &
school parking

New, gently used vanity and granite countertops for
church hall/school cafeteria boy’s bathroom.

New, gently used vanity and granite countertops for
church hall/school cafeteria girl’s bathroom.

MASSES BACK UPSTAIRS SOON!
Remember that Masses will be moved back
upstairs into the main church/chapel on
Saturday, September 10th! We hope
you’ve enjoyed the cool air conditioned
church hall during this hot summer!

Parishioners,
I have mentioned that we should all
read more scripture. This book can
help break the entire bible down into
5-10 minute reading sessions.
- Fr. Chris
2022-2023 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Grades PreK to 8: Classes begin Saturday, September
10th, 2022, from 9:00am-10:30am
Confirmation Program Year 1: Classes begin Sunday,
October 15th, 2022, from 3:30pm-5:00pm.
Confirmation Program Year 2: Classes begin Sunday,
October 15th, 2022, from 5:30pm-7:00pm.
Registrations were mailed a few weeks ago, but you can
register online at www.saint-michael.com at Parish Life,
Religious Education Form. Registration will also be available before and after weekend Masses on August 27-28th.
The fee for Grades PreK to 10 is $80, with a $160 family
maximum. There is an additional late fee of $10 per child,
with no family maximum, for registrations after September
1st.
If you are registering a child for the first time, please bring/
include an original, long-form of their Baptismal Certificate
if they were NOT baptized at Saint Michael Parish. The
original will be returned to you.
Confirmation students are required to attend all classes,
complete community service hours, and attend a retreat
each year. Additional information regarding these requirements is available.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact::
Grades PreK to 8: Nicky Walsh. Call or text 978-869-9283.
Confirmation Program: Ashley Melanchook. Call or text
978-996-6237. Email Ashley.mcanespie@gmail.com.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

2023 MASS BOOK NOT OPEN YET

Please be patient with us until the book is opened sometime
this Fall.
Please DO NOT send in reservation requests. The book is closed and it is unfair to everyone else
to try to request a Mass before the book is open. We are
only opening the book for a few months at a time because
situations change. If one or more of our priests-inresidence were to leave, the entire Mass schedule would
have to be adjusted. Limiting the number of months the
book is open minimizes potential problems due to a priest
shortage.— Fr. Chris

2022 PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
NOMINATIONS

Here at Saint Michael’s, the PPC
includes 13 elected lay persons,
clergy, liaisons and a few staff
members that meet up to 10 time
per year. This year, three new
members will be elected to a threeyear term. If you, or someone you
know, would be a great candidate
for the PPC and has great faith, good listening skills and
has time and talent to share with the parish—please submit
a nomination form, located at the back of the church! Nomination forms are due by 7:00pm, Sunday, September 11,
2022. Elections will be held September 24 & 25, 2022.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

L
f
9
b
r

A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

(978) 458-4851

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

(978) 458-6183
www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Jonathan Reeney

Wood Bros.
Flowers

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

978-454-8056

Shear Image
Hair Salon

(978) 452-8897

Owned and Operated By
Colleen (Finnegan) Dubuc and
Kathie (Lambert) Shepherd
1401 BRIDGE STREET • DRACUT

O’Donnell

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Celebrating over 135 years
of your trust.

(978) 458-8768

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Marc Poirier

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

C. Slowey McNiff LUZ GRANITE CORP

981 Varnum Ave., Lowell
(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.org

755 Lakeview Ave.
Lowell, MA 01850
P: 978.454.8877
info@lowellpawn.com

lowellpawn.com

Gold
Silver
Diamonds
Watches
Cameras
& More!

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 453-1551

Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com
Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

B.P.B. Realty
Affordable
Apartments

Rooms | Studios | 1, 2, 3, 4 Bedrooms
To apply visit www.BPBrealty.com
Contact Linda Galvao
to place an ad today!
lgalvao@4LPi.com or
(800) 888-4574 x3441

P: 978-458-2552 F: 978-459-2209
bpbaptrentals@gmail.com
253 APPLETON STREET, LOWELL, MA 01852
MON-THU 9AM-5PM • CLOSED FRIDAYS • LUNCH 12:30-1PM

564 Bridge St, Lowell, MA 01850
(800) 328-8797 | DCU.org
Mon–Wed: 9am-5pm
Thurs & Fri: 9am-7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm Sun: Closed

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Michael Church, Lowell, MA 03-1186

