Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
August 23, 2020

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am, 9am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili the first three Sundays of
each month. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)
is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or whats app.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society chapter, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!

Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9am-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays from 6pm-8pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in May and Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread and Wine at
all Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionist: Ann Anderson

Saturday, August 22

7:00am: Theresa Bourassa
4:00pm: Marie Jeanne Teague

Sunday, August 23

7:00am: Ed & Mary Croke
9:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
11:15am: Cpl. Peter Orlando, USMC & Gino Orlando

Monday, August 24

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Wednesday, August 26
7:00am: Beatrice Alves

Saturday, August 29

The Lowe Down
The closer we get to school opening, the
more things change. What I wrote 2 weeks
ago in the Lowe Down was the best estimate at that time. As I write this, Lowell
Schools have moved to an opt-in model to
be in the schools this fall. By default, students will be at
home. The student must opt-in to be in the classroom.
How does this affect us? Parents that have students in both
public school and in Saint Michaels may find it difficult to
support in school and on-line models. Bussing is a huge
question.
The Lowell School Department received a grant for Covid19 support that is to be shared with private schools in Lowell as well. We have an order for desks, PPE and other supplies. We have no delivery date, but we know that the order is in process.
Because we have no delivery date, September 2nd as a start
date is no longer valid. I am hearing September 9th as a
probably start date, but that could be pushed to September
16th.
As I noted a couple of weeks ago, this is a moving target.
There are still many unanswered questions. We are following the advice of the Governor’s Office and Catholic
Schools Office. We look to Lowell Schools to see what
they are doing because we have many connections to them
through families with students at both.

Fr. Chris

4:00pm: Dolores Callahan Silva

AUGUST COMMUNITY TABLE
We were able to change up this month’s takeout menu
from the typical menu choices. Pizza, Pasta Salad, Peaches,
Personal Dessert & Pepsi was served. A special thanks to
our neighborhood Domino’s Pizza on Lakeview Avenue
for their assistance in helping us feed the hungry of the
area!
To quote a “Family Feud” question: “What’s the favorite
food of people of this country?” Answer: “PIZZA!” Let’s
show some support for our local vendors!
Please be advised that you can drop off your offertory envelopes/donations at the rectory by placing them in the drop box
on the rectory’s back door that faces the parking lot. Checks
can also be mailed to 543 Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850. You
can sign up for Online Giving, which can be found on our website, www.saint-michael.com. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click on the "Online Giving" icon. Detailed instructions
will follow. Online giving may be cancelled at any time.

For the weekend of Aug 15-16: The Offertory amount

(mailed & dropped off) was $4,126; Online Giving was
$1,209 which equals a total amount of $5,335. Our weekly
Offertory Goal is $9,000, thereby leaving us with a goal
shortage of $3,665.
Thanks for your continued support and generosity!

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS
The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

LIGHT A CANDLE
Two stands of candles in the
Sanctuary are there for you to
light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask
that at least a $1 donation be
offered for each candle that
you light, which helps us
defray the cost of the candle.

CLEBRATE THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 6 (the 2021 Feast of Corpus
Christi), uniting all Catholics as one body of Christ.
Join with family and friends in prayer, promotion and
& participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: We will be scheduling a Zoom meeting
with those who would like to be a part of the “Year of the
Eucharist.” Please send your email address to our Parish
Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details
will be sent to you.

Are you or someone you know looking for a
school that provides PreK-3 & PreK-4 education?
Look no further than Saint Michael School!
Compare our low tuition to day care rates! Call
the school at 978-453-9511 for more information.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

COMMUNITY TABLE UPDATE
YES, we still feed the hungry of the area
at the Salvation Army on the 3rd Sunday
of each month. While no longer preparing
and serving our delicious chicken stew, we
provide the Salvation Army with individual bags with a sandwich, chips/popcorn
snack, fruit, dessert, soda/water for them
to distribute to the needy at their door. We storm the
heavens with our prayers during this pandemic time for
EVERYONE!

BILL GREEN MEMORIAL GOLF
TOURNAMENT POSTPONED
Due to the current Covid-19 Restrictions, the Bill Green
Memorial Golf Tournament will be postponed until the fall
of 2021. We still hope to give out scholarships to deserving
seniors in the Spring of 2021. Donations can still be made
to: Bill Green Memorial Scholarship, 543 Bridge Street,
Lowell, MA 01850. We appreciate the support that has
been given to this Scholarship over the past 35 years.
Sincerely, the Bill Green Memorial Golf Committee.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

This easy and popular fundraiser for Saint Michael School
has gone digital! Just download the app on your phone or
iPad and scan your receipt within 14 days of purchase. If
you cannot download the app, please drop your receipts in
the collection boxes located at the church gathering space.
Unexpired traditional (clipped) Box Tops can still be submitted as well. Thanks for your support!

CHRISTMAS PRISON PROJECT
For over 30 years, with the help of small and large contributions, Bethany House Ministries has provided small
packages of personal health care items to2,400 prisoners in
four facilities. Due to the pandemic these gifts will be preprepared by an independent contractor.
If you would like to help financially support this program,
please contact Bethany House at 508-376-9923 or
bethanyosfop@aol.com.

COMING SOON….
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have
a SVDP Society chapter, complete
with many dedicated volunteers who
participate in community outreach that
helps supply relief to our neighbors in
need. To help support these efforts,
please remember to deposit your donation in one of the boxes in the
gathering space.

PARISH
TAG
SALE!
Saturday, Sept. 12th
8am-3pm
Sunday, Sept. 13th
8am-1pm
CHURCH HALL

Lots of great items! Reasonable prices! Cash only!

90-DAYS NOW—FOR YOUR
PARISH
Please join us in making a special
daily commitment to Saint Michael
Parish for the next 90 days. For more information,
please go to www.BostonCatholic.org/donate. Thanks
for your support!
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
The Choice of Stewardship
What does it mean to be a good steward? Does it mean
to be an active parishioner, or something more? Are
we better stewards because we give more in terms of
our money and time to our parish, or are we called to
do even more than that?
The truth is that stewardship is a way of life. We are
not simply called to be active parishioners, but instead
be active disciples all the time. In fact, what we learn
to do in our parish should serve as preparation for the
mission field of the world. What have we really done
if we only act like disciples of Jesus Christ while we
are assembled with others who claim to be the same?
The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all aspects of our day and life. The call of Jesus will come
in our everyday lives with our co-workers, family, and
friends more often than it will within our parish community. First, if we can’t become good stewards when
we are among those who proclaim Jesus as Lord, how
will we be able to do so when we are with those who
are non-believers? Second, when our muscles of gratitude, generosity, and graciousness are strengthened
within our parish community, we are more able to
meet the challenges of this world. However, we do not
become good stewards by accident. We must always
choose to live this way. What will you choose?
– Tracy Earl Welliver
©LPi

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

Due to Archdiocese restrictions, staff is not allowed to let
anyone into the rectory. If you would like to purchase a
Mass Card or Spiritual Bouquet, please call the rectory at
978-459-0713 & arrangements will be made to receive it.

NOTE: The Parish Offices have reopened at 25%
staffing. Since we only have 3 full time office staff, this
means one person. We will have a rotating schedule and
somebody will be in the office Monday-Friday from 9-4 to
answer phones, doors and help your with your
questions. Unfortunately, we cannot allow parishioners
into the offices at this time, but we will assist you through
the door as best as we can.

CENTRAL FOOD MINISTRY
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

Central Food Ministry is looking for volunteers to work at
the food pantry. We need people to either sort clothing or
assemble food orders or assist with trips to various outlets
to pick up donated food. If interested or in need of more
information, please call our business number 978-453-4920
or email us at director.cfministry@gmail.com.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to Mass NEXT weekend (August
29th & 30th)...it will assist you in readings, prayers and responses.
If you bring this page to Mass, please remember to
take it home with you; any that are left behind in the
pews will result in the discontinuation of this guide.
Thanks for understanding!

First Reading:
You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped;
you were too strong for me, and you triumphed.
All the day I am an object of laughter;
everyone mocks me.
Whenever I speak, I must cry out,
violence and outrage is my message;
the word of the LORD has brought me
derision and reproach all the day.
I say to myself, I will not mention him,
I will speak in his name no more.
But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart,
imprisoned in my bones;
I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.
Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord.
Response for Responsorial Psalm: My soul is thirsting
for you, O Lord my God.

Second Reading:
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.
Do not conform yourselves to this age
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and pleasing and perfect.

Gospel Reading:
Jesus began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly
from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed and on the third day be raised.
Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him,
“God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to
you.”
He turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.
You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings
do.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples,
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
What profit would there be for one to gain the whole
world
and forfeit his life?
Or what can one give in exchange for his life?
For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father’s glory,
and then he will repay all according to his conduct.”
Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

