Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
August 30, 2020

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am, 9am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili the first three Sundays of
each month. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)
is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or whats app.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society chapter, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!

Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9am-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays from 6pm-8pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in May and Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread and Wine at
all Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionist: Ann Anderson

The Lowe Down
As I write this and as you read this, August
is winding down and September, the start
of school and the fall are in our near future.
• As noted elsewhere in this bulletin, our
school is currently planned to open on September 9th with
the first full day on September 14th. Our principal, Mrs.
Elias, tells me that several grades are capped at full capacity. I think that this is a good thing for us. We are expecting to begin school with at least 212 children. A good
number considering the concerns around Covid-19.
• We have replaced one of the burnt out spotlights for the
front altar with an LED bulb. It is a bit brighter and more
focused than the older bulb. It is working well with no
flicker, so we will be replacing the other 3 (one of which is
also burned out) shortly.

Saturday, August 29

4:00pm: Dolores Callahan Silva

Sunday, August 30

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
9:00am: Special Intentions
11:15am: Marjorie Cutter

Tuesday, September 1

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Thursday, September 3

7:00am: John & Josephine Markiewicz

Saturday, September 5
4:00pm: Loretta Morin

• While working on the front altar lighting, we noticed that
the side altar lights are also burned out. These 4 lights are
40+ feet in the air. Our existing ladders do not reach that
high. Suggestions are welcome. Of course, if they get lit,
we may have to do a deep clean on those side altars as all
the dust becomes visible!
• Folks have been asking what happened to the Easter candle. The candle does not like the heat. It was developing a
distinct curve. We are keeping it lying down in a pew in
the day chapel. We bring it out for baptisms and funerals. I expect that we should be able to return it to its stand
when temperatures moderate.
• I have received several questions about opening up the
church more. I have no official information from the Archdiocese.
• In case you were wondering…the average attendance at
Masses is 4:00 – 56, 7:00 – 53, 9:00 - 67 & 11:15 – 65. We
are averaging 241 people per weekend. Last October, during the official annual count, we were double that number.

Please be advised that you can drop off your offertory envelopes/donations at the rectory by placing them in the drop box
on the rectory’s back door that faces the parking lot. Checks
can also be mailed to 543 Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850. You
can sign up for Online Giving, which can be found on our website, www.saint-michael.com. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click on the "Online Giving" icon. Detailed instructions
will follow. Online giving may be cancelled at any time.

For the weekend of Aug 22-23: The Offertory amount

(mailed & dropped off) was $5,359; Online Giving was
$1,504 which equals a total amount of $6,863. Our weekly
Offertory Goal is $9,000, thereby leaving us with a goal
shortage of $2,137.
Thanks for your continued support and generosity!

• Lastly, our Kenyan brothers and sisters are planning on
rejoining us on September 13th at the 12:30 Mass. Our
family is complete!

Fr. Chris

Volunteers are needed for
our Tag Sale Fundraiser on
September 12th & 13th!
Please contact the rectory at
978-459-0713 for more
information or email
pminch@saintmichael.com.

CORI FORM WEEKEND

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL REOPENS
School will reopen for in person learning or an option for
remote leaning on September 9th-11th from 7:4511:00. There will be No Extended Day services.
Monday, September 14 will be the start of our first full
day from 7:45-2:15 and Extended Day services will be provided. A reminder that each child must bring his/her own
lunch from home each day.

On the weekend of September 12th and 13th, after all the
Masses, we ask all parish volunteers to stop at the back of
the church to fill out their annual CORI forms. Staff members and volunteers will be there to assist you in filling
them out. Please remember to bring a valid form of ID.

AUGUST COMMUNITY TABLE
We were able to change up this month’s takeout menu
from the typical menu choices. Pizza, Pasta Salad, Peaches,
Personal Dessert & Pepsi was served. A special thanks to
our neighborhood Domino’s Pizza on Lakeview Avenue
for their assistance in helping us feed the hungry of the
area!
To quote a “Family Feud” question: “What’s the favorite
food of people of this country?” Answer: “PIZZA!” Let’s
show some support for our local vendors!

Are you or someone you know looking for a
school that provides PreK-3 & PreK-4 education?
Look no further than Saint Michael School!
Compare our low tuition to day care rates! Call
the school at 978-453-9511 for more information.

2020 CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 6 (the 2021 Feast of Corpus
Christi), uniting all Catholics as one body of Christ.
Join with family and friends in prayer, promotion and
& participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: We will be scheduling a Zoom meeting
with those who would like to be a part of the “Year of the
Eucharist.” Please send your email address to our Parish
Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details
will be sent to you.

Due to the shutdown of Churches for COVID-19, parishes
were unable to launch the 2020 Catholic Appeal this past
March with an in-pew presentation. However, as the work
of our Church has continued amidst the pandemic, the more
than 50 ministries funded by the Catholic Appeal are in
need now more than ever. The success of the Appeal is vital in funding these ministries that provide assistance to our
parishes, schools, and communities in a variety of ways.
Please consider making your gift to the 2020 Catholic Appeal in one of the following ways:
•
•

If you receive a letter or email, respond using the
pledge card or donation options.
Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org to give online

Every gift, regardless of the size, is meaningful and can
make an impact. Your participation in our parish Appeal is
very much appreciated by our parish and the thousands that
are served through the Archdiocesan Central Ministries.
This is our Church and when you support the Appeal,
you support us!

COMMUNITY TABLE UPDATE
YES, we still feed the hungry of the area
at the Salvation Army on the 3rd Sunday
of each month. While no longer preparing
and serving our delicious chicken stew, we
provide the Salvation Army with individual bags with a sandwich, chips/popcorn
snack, fruit, dessert, soda/water for them
to distribute to the needy at their door. We storm the
heavens with our prayers during this pandemic time for
EVERYONE!

BILL GREEN MEMORIAL GOLF
TOURNAMENT POSTPONED
Due to the current Covid-19 Restrictions, the Bill Green
Memorial Golf Tournament will be postponed until the fall
of 2021. We still hope to give out scholarships to deserving
seniors in the Spring of 2021. Donations can still be made
to: Bill Green Memorial Scholarship, 543 Bridge Street,
Lowell, MA 01850. We appreciate the support that has
been given to this Scholarship over the past 35 years.
Sincerely, the Bill Green Memorial Golf Committee.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

This easy and popular fundraiser for Saint Michael School
has gone digital! Just download the app on your phone or
iPad and scan your receipt within 14 days of purchase. If
you cannot download the app, please drop your receipts in
the collection boxes located at the church gathering space.
Unexpired traditional (clipped) Box Tops can still be submitted as well. Thanks for your support!

CHRISTMAS PRISON PROJECT
For over 30 years, with the help of small and large contributions, Bethany House Ministries has provided small
packages of personal health care items to2,400 prisoners in
four facilities. Due to the pandemic these gifts will be preprepared by an independent contractor.
If you would like to help financially support this program,
please contact Bethany House at 508-376-9923 or
bethanyosfop@aol.com.

COMING SOON….
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have
a SVDP Society chapter, complete
with many dedicated volunteers who
participate in community outreach that
helps supply relief to our neighbors in
need. To help support these efforts,
please remember to deposit your donation in one of the boxes in the
gathering space.

Ashley and Nicholas Melanchook have presented a gift of a
large framed print of the Mysteries of the Rosary. They
wanted to donate something tangible and after consulting
with Fr. Chris, decided upon this print from Monastery
Icons. They sent it out to be mounted and framed. It is a
beautiful set of images.Our thanks to Ashley and Nicolas. We pray that our daily rosary before the 7:00 Mass
will be inspired by these images of the Mysteries of the
Rosary.

PARISH
TAG
SALE!
Saturday, Sept. 12th
8am-3pm
Sunday, Sept. 13th
8am-1pm
CHURCH HALL

Lots of great items! Reasonable prices! Cash only!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
The Choice of Stewardship
I love the original movie Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. All the way through while I watch the
film I still laugh and feel like a child. It is only the last
line with which I have an issue. Wonka by now has
chosen Charlie to succeed him as head of the chocolate factory. They board an elevator that proceeds to
crash through the roof and begins to fly. Wonka then
asks Charlie if he ever heard of what happened to the
boy who got everything he ever wanted. After Charlie
says no, Wonka explains, “He lived happily ever after.”
As I get older, I can say I have met several people who
got all or most of all they have ever wanted, but unlike
Charlie, it did not lead to endless bliss. In fact, as a
Christian I know that that statement of Wonka’s is a
lie. The secret to living happily ever after lies in not
getting all you ever wanted, but instead in giving all
you ever wanted away.
A person can’t have any sense of that reality until they
begin to see his or her life transformed by Jesus. When
we have accepted the challenge placed before us and
made a choice to live a certain way daily, we can find
ourselves transformed. Following Jesus is not easy,
but it is the only true way to find authentic joy. When
we have emptied ourselves and allowed him to fill the
open spaces in us, we become different. We are transformed and, if enough of us in a parish community
experience the same journey, our parish is transformed
as well. Then we begin to transform the world around
us. Don’t be fooled: A flying elevator is cool, but it
pales in comparison to what can happen when we find
a new life in Jesus Christ.
– Tracy Earl Welliver
©LPi

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS UPDATE
The stained glass windows that were shipped out for repair
a few weeks ago will be in soon! Unfortunately donations
for the stained glass window repair have come to a halt; the
bill will soon be due with only a third of the funds necessary to pay it. It would be wonderful if more could donate
to this endeavor.
During the month of August, Jochebed Anais ColonHernandez, Raymond William Goolishian, Annabell Rose
Moore and Ryker William Moore were baptized into our
faith. By water the and Holy Spirit they have received the
new gift of Life from God. May He continue to pour out
His Blessings upon these children and their families.
.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to Mass NEXT weekend
(September 5th & 6th)...it will assist you in readings, prayers and responsIf you bring this page to Mass, please remember to
take it home with you; any that are left behind in the
pews will result in the discontinuation of this guide.
Thanks for understanding!

First Reading: Thus says the LORD:

You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the house
of Israel;
when you hear me say anything, you shall warn them for
me.
If I tell the wicked, “O wicked one, you shall surely die, ”
and you do not speak out to dissuade the wicked from his
way,
the wicked shall die for his guilt,
but I will hold you responsible for his death.
But if you warn the wicked,
trying to turn him from his way,
and he refuses to turn from his way,
he shall die for his guilt,
but you shall save yourself.
Response for Responsorial Psalm: If today you hear
his voice, harden not your hearts.

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters:

Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another;
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery;
you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet, ”
and whatever other commandment there may be,
are summed up in this saying, namely,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Love does no evil to the neighbor;
hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.

Gospel Reading: Jesus said to his disciples:

“If your brother sins against you,
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.
If he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you,
so that ‘every fact may be established
on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’
If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.
If he refuses to listen even to the church,
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.
Amen, I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Again, amen, I say to you,
if two of you agree on earth
about anything for which they are to pray,
it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.
For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

