Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
August 9, 2020

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am, 9am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili the first three Sundays of
each month. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)
is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or whats app.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society chapter, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!

Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9am-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays from 6pm-8pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in May and Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread and Wine at
all Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry
Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionist: Ann Anderson

This weekend the Gift of Bread & Wine is in
memory of Betty & John Joynt, Sr.
Saturday, August 8
7:00am: Ed Sullivan
4:00pm: Michael J. Botto

Sunday, August 9

7:00am: John Joynt, Sr.
9:00am: David McHugh
11:15am: Dorothea Plunkett/Tenth Anniversary

Monday, August 10
7:00am: John Messer

Wednesday, August 12
7:00am: Special Intention for Successful Surgery
Thursday, August 13
7:00am: John T. Golden

Friday, August 14

7:00am: Michael Dwinell

Saturday, August 15

4:00pm: Michael McMullen/Sixth Anniversary

Sunday, August 16

9:00am: Arlene Cox
11:15am: Genivieve Fox Haley

Please be advised that you can drop off your offertory envelopes/donations at the rectory by placing them in the drop box
on the rectory’s back door that faces the parking lot. Checks
can also be mailed to 543 Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850. You
can sign up for Online Giving, which can be found on our website, www.saint-michael.com. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click on the "Online Giving" icon. Detailed instructions
will follow. Online giving may be cancelled at any time.

For the weekend of Aug 1-2: The Offertory amount
(mailed & dropped off) was $6,739; Online Giving was
$1,669 which equals a total amount of $8,408. Our weekly
Offertory Goal is $9,000, thereby leaving us with a goal
shortage of $592. Thanks for your support!

The Lowe Down
We have been averaging about 240 people
attending Mass each weekend. Each Mass
has been averaging between 50 and 70
people. The 9:00 and 11:15 Masses are
usually slightly better attended.
Last October, during our annual counts, we averaged 415
people attending each weekend. In the 11 weekends that
we have been open since the shutdown, we have only seen
60% of our congregation return to Mass. We see a similar
percentage in the weekly offertory. The Archdiocese has
suggested to us that this “new normal” may be the “real
normal” for 12-18 months or more. One must wonder if
people will be coming back at this point. It is almost 5
months now that some of our parishioners have been
away. One must wonder if they have new habits for Sunday mornings and will they ever return at this point.
We have made good progress with the physical campus of
Saint Michael's in the last year. We have a far greater challenge ahead of us. What does Saint Michael's Parish look
like if the attendance we have is all that we are going to
get? Why are we having 4 Masses for 240 people in a
church that holds over 600 once social distancing is removed? How can we afford the current staffing and programs with only 60% of the income coming into the parish?
These are not academic questions. Projections show us running out of money in late September. We will start tapping
savings at that point to keep operating. Savings will run
out as well. We have stopped discretionary spending on
projects. Salaries are the single biggest item in our budget. The question that I am pondering, praying and losing
sleep over: How many will Fr. Chris have to lay off to balance the budget? Who will they be?
NOTE: Next weekend marks the “Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.” Because the feast falls on a Saturday this year, it is not a Holy Day of Obligation. The 7:00
AM Mass will be the only observation of this feast at our
parish. It would be praiseworthy to make some sort of private observation of the Assumption if you cannot attend the
7:00 AM Mass.

Fr. Chris
LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP
WITH LIVE STREAMING MASS!

Training will be provided. If you’re interested, please
contact Fr. Chris at 978-459-0713.

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS
The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

LIGHT A CANDLE
Two stands of candles in the
Sanctuary are there for you to
light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask
that at least a $1 donation be
offered for each candle that
you light, which helps us
defray the cost of the candle.

CLEBRATE THE YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 6 (the 2021 Feast of Corpus
Christi), uniting all Catholics as one body of Christ.
Join with family and friends in prayer, promotion and
& participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: We will be scheduling a Zoom meeting
with those who would like to be a part of the “Year of the
Eucharist.” Please send your email address to our Parish
Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details
will be sent to you.

Are you or someone you know looking for a
school that provides PreK-3 & PreK-4 education?
Look no further than Saint Michael School!
Compare our low tuition to day care rates! Call
the school at 978-453-9511 for more information.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

COMMUNITY TABLE UPDATE
YES, we still feed the hungry of the area
at the Salvation Army on the 3rd Sunday
of each month. While no longer preparing
and serving our delicious chicken stew, we
provide the Salvation Army with individual bags with a sandwich, chips/popcorn
snack, fruit, dessert, soda/water for them
to distribute to the needy at their door. We storm the
heavens with our prayers during this pandemic time for
EVERYONE!

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

This easy and popular fundraiser for Saint Michael School
has gone digital! Just download the app on your phone or
iPad and scan your receipt within 14 days of purchase. If
you cannot download the app, please drop your receipts in
the collection boxes located at the church gathering space.
Unexpired traditional (clipped) Box Tops can still be submitted as well. Thanks for your support!

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have
a SVDP Society chapter, complete
with many dedicated volunteers who
participate in community outreach that
helps supply relief to our neighbors in
need. To help support these efforts,
please remember to deposit your donation in one of the boxes in the
gathering space.

UPDATE ON SAVERS FUNDRAISER

Thank you to all who dropped off donations of hard and
soft goods for our annual Savers fundraiser! We’re pleased
that the total amount of donations is equal to last year’s.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Savers has
recently informed us that they have suspended all donations of hard goods (sporting equipment, lamps, wall hangings, pots, pans, toys, etc.); they will only be accepting our
soft goods (clothing, shoes, blankets, hats, etc.).
Therefore, due to the overabundance of these types of donations, the parish will be holding a “Tag Sale’ in the near
future. Please stay tuned as more details will be coming.

FREE COVID-19 TESTING AVAILABLE
TO LOWELL RESIDENTS

The City of Lowell’s Health Department has announced
the expansion of no-cost COVID-19 testing for Lowell residents through the state’s “Stop the Spread” initiative. Beginning Monday, July 20, a mobile testing operation
launched in partnership with the Lowell Community
Health Center and Trinity EMS will be stationed at sites
throughout the City for five-day periods through August
14. Testing will be available at the following locations during the corresponding dates:
• Cambodian Mutual Assistance Association (CMAA),
465 School Street August 10-14
The hours of the testing site will be 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm on
Mondays and Tuesdays, and 9:00 am – 12:00 pm on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. The CMAA site will
exclusively offer walk-up testing. All residents, including
those that do not have symptoms of COVID-19, are eligible to be tested. Appointments are not required, however
individuals seeking testing at these locations are encouraged to pre-register to reduce wait times by calling 978937-9700 between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm. Interpretation
services will be available on-site for participants requiring
them. Results will be provided to each participant confidentially. Free testing is also available by appointment at
Lowell Community Health Center, located at 161 Jackson Street, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am to
1:00 pm. This testing is enabled by the “Stop the Spread”
initiative, which launched on July 10 and seeks to curb the
transmission of COVID-19 through expanding the availability of testing to asymptomatic residents in eight communities throughout Massachusetts, including Lowell. More
information about the program is available at mass.gov/
stopthespread.

90-DAYS NOW—FOR YOUR
PARISH
Please join us in making a special
daily commitment to Saint Michael
Parish for the next 90 days. For more information,
please go to www.BostonCatholic.org/donate. Thanks
for your support!
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Being Human is to Doubt
Humans doubt. It’s what we do. We doubt ourselves and
we doubt others.

Before any of us say anything about Peter’s doubting the
words of Jesus that told him he could get out of his boat
and walk on water, we need to get real with ourselves: How
would I respond in the same situation? I remember when I
was child taking swimming lessons. One day I simply tightened up my muscles and sank. The lifeguard pulled me up
and asked what happened. I said I did not know. The truth
is that I was sinking under the weight of my own doubt. I
did not believe I could do what clearly, I was told I could.
That was only in five feet of water in a pool! Now that I’m
older, I can look back and laugh. But an adult, the swimming pool is life, and I would be lying if I said that there
are no longer times I find myself sinking due to new
doubts.
Much of our doubt comes about because of a lack of trust
in God. We place our trust in material things, wealth, or
imperfect people instead of the One who is worthy of our
trust 100 percent of the time. Our stewardship is often hampered by our doubt that God will provide all that we need.
If I give more, I may not have enough to survive! When we
place all our trust in God, not only do we find that we have
been given all we need – our doubt that cause us to sink in
the pool of life fades away. We don’t suddenly become perfect in our trust, and there will be times when we find ourselves with concerns again. However, it is in those moments we find that He is still there, speaking the words we
need to hear: “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”

– Tracy Earl Welliver
©LPi

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

Due to Archdiocese restrictions, staff is not allowed to let
anyone into the rectory. If you would like to purchase a
Mass Card or Spiritual Bouquet, please call the rectory at
978-459-0713 & arrangements will be made to receive it.

NOTE: The Parish Offices have reopened at 25%
staffing. Since we only have 3 full time office staff, this
means one person. We will have a rotating schedule and
somebody will be in the office Monday-Friday from 9-4 to
answer phones, doors and help your with your
questions. Unfortunately, we cannot allow parishioners
into the offices at this time, but we will assist you through
the door as best as we can.

CENTRAL FOOD MINISTRY
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

Central Food Ministry is looking for volunteers to work at
the food pantry. We need people to either sort clothing or
assemble food orders or assist with trips to various outlets
to pick up donated food. If interested or in need of more
information, please call our business number 978-453-4920
or email us at director.cfministry@gmail.com.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to Mass NEXT weekend (August
15th & 16th)...it will assist you in readings, prayers and responses.
If you bring this page to Mass, please remember to
take it home with you; any that are left behind in the
pews will result in the discontinuation of this guide.
Thanks for understanding!

First Reading:
Thus says the LORD:
Observe what is right, do what is just;
for my salvation is about to come,
my justice, about to be revealed.
The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
ministering to him,
loving the name of the LORD,
and becoming his servants—
all who keep the sabbath free from profanation
and hold to my covenant,
them I will bring to my holy mountain
and make joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and sacrifices
will be acceptable on my altar,
for my house shall be called
a house of prayer for all peoples.
Response for Responsorial Psalm: O God, let all na-

tions praise you.

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters:
I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the
apostle to the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry in order to make my race jealous and thus save some of
them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of
the world, what will their acceptance be but lifefrom the dead?
For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.
Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they
have now disobeyed in order that,
by virtue of the mercy shown to you,
they too may now receive mercy.
For God delivered all to disobedience,
that he might have mercy upon all.
Gospel Reading:
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre
and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that
district came and called out, “Have pity on me,
Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a
demon.”

But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.
Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her
away, for she keeps calling out after us.”
He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” But the woman came and did
Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.”
He said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of
the children and throw it to the dogs.” She said,
“Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps
that fall from the table of their masters.”
Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And the woman’s daughter was healed from that
hour.
Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

