Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
December 20, 2020

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.
Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays 3:30-5 or 5;30-7pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in May; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson, Holly Ferreira

The Lowe Down
As you make your plans for attending
Christmas Mass here at Saint Michael’s,
please consider the following:
1) Cardinal Sean has dispensed with
the obligation of attending
Mass. Nobody is required to attend
Mass on Christmas. We have seen
throughout the Archdiocese that those who are most susceptible to getting sick are the one who insist upon attending Mass.
2) Last year, the 4 PM Mass was standing room only. This cannot be allowed this year due to social distancing. We will seat about 100 upstairs and about 100 more
downstairs, then we will close the doors. Please consider
going to the 7PM or 10 PM Masses or the Christmas Day 9
AM Mass.

The Gift of Bread is given in Memory of Deacon
John S. McGrail. Please remember him in your
prayers.
Saturday, December 19
7:00am: Theresa Kenney
4:00pm: Lorraine Primear

Sunday, December 20

7:00am: Ed Sullivan
9:00am: Deacon John S. McGrail
11:15am: Henry “Hank” Briere/15th Anniversary

Saturday, December 26

4:00pm: Beverly DiMauro, Justin Chicklis

Sunday, December 27

9:00am: John Cox
11:15am: Chester Matyka

3) We will have overflow available for all 4 Masses in the
church hall. It will be a live video feed from the Mass upstairs with ushers and Eucharistic Ministers to assist downstairs. I really don’t expect an overflow to be needed, with
the possible exception of the 4:00 Mass, but we will be
ready to overflow at all the Masses.
4) Based on last year years attendance, I expect the 4 PM
to be the most crowded, followed by the 10 PM, then the 9
AM and finally the 7 PM as the least crowded. If you want
to avoid crowds, the 9 AM or 7PM might be your best
choice. The priest, readings and music will be the same at
all the Masses. There is no children’s pageant this year.
Please don’t take this the wrong way. We would love to see
you. This is a most unusual year for all of us. Please don’t
come if you feel the least bit unwell. Don’t feel obligated
to come to Christmas Mass at all. The Cardinal relieved
you of that obligation. There will be hundreds of Masses
available online or on TV and this year - that is a valid option.
Fr. Chris

Please be advised that you can drop off your offertory envelopes/donations at the rectory by placing them in the drop box
on the rectory’s back door that faces the parking lot. Checks
can also be mailed to 543 Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850. You
can sign up for Online Giving, which can be found on our website, www.saint-michael.com. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click on the "Online Giving" icon. Detailed instructions
will follow. Online giving may be cancelled at any time.

Due to an early publishing deadline, the Offertory
amounts for the weekend of Dec. 12-13 are not available. They will be published in the December 27
edition of the bulletin.
Thanks for your continued support and generosity!

CHRISTMAS MASSES

The Mass schedule for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
has been set and is as follows: Dec. 24th at 4pm, 7pm and
10pm; Dec. 25th at 9am. In the past, attendance at the 4pm
on Christmas Eve has been standing room only and because
of Covid-19 that cannot happen this year! Additional seating will be available in the Church Hall, with a live streaming of Mass provided, but we urge you to consider attending one of the other Masses to prevent the possibility of
someone (perhaps you!) being turned away.

ADVENT EVENING OF PRAYER

Join Fr. Chris or Deacon Gerry for the last special evening
during the Advent season, beginning at 7:00pm on Dec. 20.
Each will include evening prayer, Adoration with instrumental music, night prayer and benediction.

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
The latest total of the 2020-2021 Grand Annual prior
to publication is….

60%

Thank you so very much for your generosity and
financial support of our $100,000 goal!
MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

CLERGY HEALTH AND RETIREMENT TRUST

Each Christmas, the parish collections benefit the Clergy
Health and Retirement Trust which cares for the health and
well-being of our priests in good standing, including Reverend Joseph Gaudet, Reverend Robert Nee and Reverend
Edward Sullivan. By supporting the collection, you can
show your appreciation for the priests who have made a
difference in your life, the life of our parish, and the lives of
countless others in our community.

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as
one body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.

A Mass Card is a remembrance by
which we offer a Mass for the repose of
the soul of a deceased person or for the
intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by which we
remember the person at one Mass per
week for the year. Mass Cards are $10
and Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both
are available at the rectory.

DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR
CHRISTMAS!

To help make our church beautiful for the
Christmas season, many helpful hands and
strong backs are required! Please plan on
joining your Saint Michael family as we
decorate, hang wreaths and set up trees &
the creche on Wed., Dec. 23 at 9:00am.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

REMINDERS OF SOCIAL DISTANCING
· We are not allowed to have paper in the pews. If you
bring it in, you must take it out.
· Please follow the arrows at all times
· Please drop your collection in the 2 boxes labeled
“Offertory” in the back of the church on your way in or out.
· Please remember that there is no congregational singing at
this time.
· Please remember that there is no sign of peace at this
time. Offering a sign of peace during the Lamb of God is
not appropriate.
· Please follow the instructions of the ushers for communion
· Please follow the arrows upon exiting. The side rows go
first, starting with the back, then the center aisle starting at
the front
· We disinfect the church after each Mass
· There are signup sheets in the back to be notified if we
discover a case of Covid-19 at a specific Mass.

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

CHRISTMAS MASS TV SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve:
• 8:00pm: Midnight Mass from St. Peter’s with Pope Francis (CatholicTV)
• 11:00pm: Christmas Mass from Bethlehem (CatholicTV)
• 12 midnight: Midnight Mass, Cardinal Sean at the Cathedral (CatholicTV)
Christmas Day:
• 8:00am: Christmas Mass with Cardinal Sean - WLVI-TV
• 9:30am: Christmas Mass with Cardinal Sean CatholicTV
• 12:00pm: Christmas Mass with Cardinal Sean - WHDHTV, Ch 7
• 5:00pm: Christmas Mass from the National Shrine CatholicTV
• 5:30pm: La Santa Misa (Spanish Christmas Mass)CatholicTV
See the full schedule of Christmas programming at
CatholicTV.com/schedule …or watch Christmas Mass at
WatchtheMass.com

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to the Christmas Masses; it will assist in readings, prayers
and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!
First Reading:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has
shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people make merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that
burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of
their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. For every boot that tramped in battle, every cloak rolled
in blood, will be burned as fuel for flames. For a child is
born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion
rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast
and forever peaceful, from David’s throne, and over his
kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by judgment and
justice, both now and forever. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this!

Responsorial Psalm: Today is born our Savior, Christ
the Lord.

Second Reading: Beloved: The grace of God has ap-

peared, saving all and training us to reject godless ways and
worldly desires and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly
in this age, as we await the blessed hope, the appearance of
the glory of our great God and savior Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness
and to cleanse for himself a people as his own, eager to do
what is good.

Gospel Reading:

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that
the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all
went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of
Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have
her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields
and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of
the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were struck with great fear.
The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For today in the city of David a savior has been
born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign
for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a
multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests.”

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us men and our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom
will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one,
holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to the December 27th Masses; it will assist in readings,
prayers and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!
First Reading: God sets a father in honor over his chil-

dren; a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself
from them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches
who reveres his mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever
reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, take care of your
father when he is old; grieve him not as long as he lives.
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not
all the days of his life; kindness to a father will not be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of your sins —a
house raised in justice to you.

Responsorial Psalm: Blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways.

said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for
the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce—
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived seven years with her husband after her
marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day
with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very
time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to
all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. When
they had fulfilled all the prescriptionsof the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the
favor of God was upon him.

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s

chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one
another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance
against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you
also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of
perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your
hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word
or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives,
be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the Lord
Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness toward
them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is
pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children,
so they may not become discouraged.

Gospel Reading: When the days were completed for

their purification according to the law of Moses, They took
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is
written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the
womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the
sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the
Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should
not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He
came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law
in regard to him, He took him into his arms and blessed
God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant goin
peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your
salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were amazed at
what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

