Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
February 28, 2021

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.
Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays 3:30-5 or 5;30-7pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in June; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson

The Gift of Bread is given in memory of James F. &
Christina D. Brennan. Please remember them in your
prayers.

Saturday, February 27
4:00pm: Kay Marco

Sunday, February 28

7:00am: James F. & Christina D. Brennan
9:00 Manuel Sousa, Eighth Anniversary
11:15am: Friends of Saint Michael

Monday, March 1

7:00am: Patrick John Cannon

Tuesday, March 2

7:00am: Francis Lavigne III

Wednesday, March 3
7:00am: Pat Campbell

Thursday, March 4

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael

Saturday, March 6

4:00pm: James E. Chisholm, Second Anniversary

Sunday, March 7

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
9:00am: Patrick John Cannon

The Lowe Down
This weekend we kick off the Catholic
Appeal. This fund is a significant source
of funding for the Archdiocese in
Braintree. We benefit greatly from several offices there. We get regular support from the Diaconate office, the Clergy Office, the Catholic Schools Office,
and the Faith Formation Office. I have
consulted with the Buildings Office, the
Risk Management Office, the General Counsel Office, the
HR Office, and the Clergy Health Office as well. Of
course, we cannot forget about the Cardinal’s office and all
the good work that he does as well.
Last year, we met 70% of our $37,100 goal with 114 families donating. Terry Georgopoulos (our Office Manager)
and I submitted a request for abatement of our goal and
received a $3000 reduction for last year. That said, we (the
parish) were billed for the remaining $8300 that we were
short of our goal.
The Catholic Appeal is not a choice for the parish, but it is
a choice for the parishioners. If nobody from this parish
were to contribute, the parish would receive a bill for the
entire amount at the end of the year. So, your contributions
help us to avoid an unexpected bill each year. If we exceed
our goal, we get a percentage of the overage back to the
parish.
This year, we have a goal of $41,781. I ask that you
prayerfully consider donating to this important appeal. Last year there were several gifts of $10. I know that
may have been a stretch but perhaps this year it could be a
bit more. Many of you made pledges and sent in a monthly
check. It would be great if you could do this again. Some
of you sent a generous one-time check. I hope you can do
it again and maybe even a bit more.
I have already sent in my check for this fund. I hope that
you will join me in supporting the Catholic Appeal this
year.

For Feb. 17-Ash Wednesday
The collection was for the benefit of Catholic Charities; $1,120 was collected and $15 was given online
for a total of $1,135.
For the weekend of Feb. 20-21
The Offertory amount was $5,906; Online Giving was
$1,559 which totals $7,465. Our weekly Offertory
goal is $9,000, leaving us with a goal shortage of
$1,535. The second collection was for Fuel & Heat;
$3,100 was collected and $65 was given online for a
total of $3,165.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
2/27-2/28: Support of the Church Around the World
3/13-3/14: Saint Michael School
3/27-3/28: Palm Sunday Almsgiving

Fr. Chris
TIME, TALENT
& TREASURE

It’s a blessing when a parishioner
shares their time, talent and/or
treasure with Saint Michael’s. Recently Deacon Gerry shared his
time and talent by designing and
building a beautiful tabernacle for
the day chapel. This will help
make an easier flow during Masses held there and is a wonderful
addition to the day chapel. Thank
you so much, Deacon Gerry! If
you have time, talent or treasure to
share, please speak with Fr. Chris!

MAINTENANCE NOTES

A couple of projects have been taking place. One is complete, the other is ongoing. We had some repairs made to
the boiler piping last week. The return line was not working properly, and this is part of the
reason the boilers will need to be
replaced this summer. The boilers
were refilling with city water often
rather than using the condensed
steam to refill as they should. This
promotes corrosion in the boilers. The pipes are currently leaking
so it makes sense to fix it now.
Charlie Nutt (maintenance Manager) is replacing the worst
of the rubbers on the bottoms of the kneelers in the
church. The new rubbers are softer and will make much
less noise as the kneelers are flipped down. We are doing
half now (the worst ones) and will do the other half in the
future. Your Parish Council asked if this could be done and
indeed, it can be done.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

The Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick is both a “Liturgical and a
communal celebration.” In the family home, hospital or church, members of the Body of Christ gather for
the sacramental rite led by a priest.
The Penitential Rite followed by the
Liturgy of the Word and sacramental anointing of the sick can inspire
and comfort both those who are ill
and their family and friends who are
gathered. Many parishes have communal celebrations at which many
persons receive the sacrament.

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as
one body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE

The latest total of the 2020-2021 Grand Annual prior
to publication is 75%.
Thank you so very much for your generosity and
financial support of our $100,000 goal!
WHEN SACRAFICE BECOMES MUNDANE
It seems to happen every year, like clockwork: we drag a
bit, as we enter into the second week of Lent. On Ash
Wednesday, we feel a bit like soldiers banging our shields,
rushing into battle. “We’re ready, God!” our hearts cry out.
“Transform us through sacrifice! Your will be done!”
But by now, these Lenten resolutions are no longer novelties — they’ve joined the ranks of everyday inconveniences, which somehow are the hardest to bear. Because transformation, in real life, happens in inches, just as a battle is
won slowly in the crash of one sword against another. It’s
not always a dramatic thing, to the naked eye. It’s the perseverance in prayer despite weariness, or the continual denial of some pleasure even though there’s that nagging
voice in our minds saying: go ahead, God doesn’t really
mind.
It’s a week when we all need a shock to the system — and
wouldn’t you know it, this Sunday God gives us a doublewhammy of dramatic sacrificial scenes. We picture Abraham, who also cried “Ready!” when God called, never imagining what He would ask: the surrender of his longawaited son. We see Christ himself transfigured, as God
shows us what He is ready to give up for love of us.
We must remain committed, persevering daily in acknowledging that everything belongs to God. What we sacrifice,
we simply give back to Him.
If God is for us, who can be against us? Can we still reply,
“Ready!” when we hear the call of God?
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS

The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

PROPOSED “MARY GARDEN”
James Aste, one of our altar servers, and a lifelong member
of St Michael's, is working on a Eagle project for Boy
Scouts. He is proposing a Mary Garden between the
Church and the rectory on the hillside near the bell. In order to proceed, he needs some money for the flowers, hardscape, benches, trellis and statue. Normally, a spaghetti
supper would be held, but with Covid-19 that becomes
impossible. If you would like to donate towards the Mary
Garden project, please drop your money in the collection
box or at the rectory clearly labeled "Mary Garden".

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

ONLINE GIVING TO HAVE NEWER,
EASY-TO-USE PLATFORM
Our Online Giving is getting an upgrade to a newer, easierto-use platform! If you currently give online, you will soon
be receiving an email with instructions on how to log into
the new system. Best of all, your existing payment and donation information will be migrated over so you will not
have to set up your gifts again! Keep an eye on your email
for more information coming very soon!

ONLY FIVE MISSALS LEFT FOR SALE!

We are offering them to you at $7.00. These are available
at the rectory Monday - Friday from 9:00-4:00.

LIGHT A CANDLE

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are there for you to light as a
symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1 donation
be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost
of the candle.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS
A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for
the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by
which we remember the person
at one Mass per week for the
year. Mass Cards are $10 and
Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both
are available at the rectory.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
A pregnant woman was walking in the store and met an old
friend. Her friend exclaimed, “You are absolutely beaming!” The new life God placed in her womb radiated
throughout her body. It was brightly visible on her face and
in her eyes. Transformation and change usually happen
from the inside out. It is very rare that simply imposing
structure from the outside does any good. Yes, it is true that
routines and habits can change when things are done differently. But, for this change to last there has to be an interior
renewal and metamorphosis as well. Simply regulating behavior and bringing someone into conformity with accepted
protocols doesn’t mean their heart and soul come with
them.
Peter was a homeless man who lived in a very remote and
rudimentary tent community. He was happy to make his
daily trip to McDonald’s and always welcomed a gift card
or two so that he could buy some coffee and something to
eat. A generous advocate worked to secure him an apartment in hopes of moving Peter out of his makeshift housing
and into something safer. Peter finally got the grand tour of
his new “digs,” received his own key, remarked how wonderful the place was, closed the door behind him when they
left and never returned. He preferred his tent. No matter
how much things changed on the outside, Peter was happy
where he was. A poignant lesson was learned that day.
How is your Lent going? By now you ought to have a sense
of whether you’re really “into it” this year and something
transformational is happening. For many, it’s only the stuff
on the outside that changes for a few weeks and then they
return to business as usual. For others, there are some real
inner changes happening that are deepening their relationships with God, others, self, and creation. If we are serious
about moving to a new place and radiating with the presence of new life and joy, then we have to clear the way to
listen for God’s call. Then, there is God’s request to change
things up a bit and order our lives differently. After realizing we have been called and given a mission, we have to
trust that this is where we need to be. And then, after all of
this hard work we are asked to act. The fruit that is revealed
will indicate whether our journey is authentic. The brilliance of conversion will begin to shine on our faces as we
contemplate the One to whom we are asked to listen.
.
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Next weekend, parishes across the Archdiocese will launch
the annual Catholic Appeal, which provides necessary
funding for more than 50 ministries that serve our parishes,
schools, and communities, helping us all live our faith together. This is our Church, and when you support the Catholic Appeal, you are directly supporting our parish and all
those who turn to our Church for assistance. Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org to learn more or make a donation.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to the March 7; it will assist in readings, prayers and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!
First Reading: In those days, God delivered all these

commandments: “I, the LORD, am your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery. You
shall not have other gods besides me. You shall not carve
idols for yourselves in the shape of anything in the sky
above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the
earth; you shall not bow down before them or worship
them. For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God,
inflicting punishment for their fathers’ wickedness on the
children of those who hate me, down to the third and fourth
generation; but bestowing mercy down to the thousandth
generation on the children of those who love me and keep
my commandments. “You shall not take the name of the
LORD, your God, in vain. For the LORD will not leave
unpunished the one who takes his name in vain.
“Remember to keep holy the sabbath day. Six days you
may labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the
sabbath of the LORD, your God. No work may be done
then either by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or
female slave, or your beast, or by the alien who lives with
you. In six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth,
the sea and all that is in them; but on the seventh day he
rested. That is why the LORD has blessed the sabbath day
and made it holy. “Honor your father and your mother,
that you may have a long life in the land which the LORD,
your God, is giving you. You shall not kill. You shall not
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass,
nor anything else that belongs to him.”
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters: Jews demand

signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks
alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jeru-

salem. He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as
the money changers seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them all
out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take
these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” His disciples
recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the
Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus
answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you
will raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body.
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.
While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, many began to believe in his
name when they saw the signs he was doing. But Jesus would not trust himself to
them because he knew them all, and did not need anyone to testify about human nature. He himself understood it well.

