Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
June 12, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Robert
Ndirangu, Pat White, Anne Travierso, Peggy Kane, Kathy
Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin
Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Cheboryot, Joe Regan/
Finance Liaison). Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy, Mark
Rocha (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mark Rocha
Principal Emeritus: Mary Fran Chisholm
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

The Gift of Bread and Wine is given in memory of
David Loughran. Please remember him
in your prayers.
Saturday, June 11
7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
4:00pm: Susan Hackney

Sunday, June 12

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
9:00am: Helen & Sherman O’Brien
11:15am: Bobby Kubit

Monday, June 13

7:00am: Billy Yameen

Tuesday, June 14

7:00am: Helen & John Troy

Wednesday, June 15
7:00am: Herb Raistrick

Thursday, June 16

7:00am: Robert & Gladys Duffley

Friday, June 17

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Saturday, June 18

4:00pm: Gerard Belanger

Sunday, June 19

9:00am: David Barnes
11:15am: Robert & Marie Dumont

For the weekend of May
28-29:
The Offertory

amount totaled $5,271;
Online Giving was $1,475,
which totals $6,746. Our
weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $2,254.

For the weekend of June 4-5: The Offertory amount

totaled $7,317; Online Giving was $1,530, which totals
$8,847. Our weekly Offertory goal is $9,000, leaving us
with a shortage of $153. The second collection was for the
Seminary; $1,117 was collected.

Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
June 11-12: Saint Michael School
June 18-19: Campaign for Human Development

The Lowe Down
If the concept of the Trinity represents the
least understood part of our faith, perhaps
the diaconate is the most misunderstood
part of the practice of our faith.
Everyone in the church falls into one of 2
categories: laity or ordained. When I ask people about this
in a class, there are always some misunderstandings. We
typically get the laity. Congregation members, choirs, lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist are all laity. We get “ordained”, we think, but here is where the confusion sets in. Are nuns and sisters ordained? NO. They
are laity. They may take vows and be consecrated to the
Lord, but they are not ordained. They are laity.
So, who are the ordained? Deacons, Priests and
Bishops. There is one sacrament of ordination and Deacons, Priests and Bishops receive it. All the ordained (in
modern times) start as a Deacon. We are ordained as a
Deacon and serve the church in that capacity. A Deacon
can be transitional or permanent. A man studying at the
seminary on the path to become a priest would become a
transitional Deacon. A man choosing to devote a part of
his life to the church can become a permanent Deacon. The
role is identical.
Most permanent Deacons have a full-time job or
are retired. The Deacon has 3 major roles in a Mass: 1)
Reader of the Gospel/Homilist 2) Server at the Altar & 3)
Ordinary Minister of Communion. These roles are never
performed by a member of the laity, only an ordained minister does them. The Deacon can proclaim the Gospel,
preach, assist at the altar and administer communion.
I think we need to be clear that the Deacon is an
ordinary minister of the Eucharist just like the priest. I see
people every week avoid the Deacon’s line and go to the
priest in the misguided understanding that only a priest can
distribute communion. This is NOT the teaching of the
church.
Deacons were created long before priests
(presbyters) were created in the New Testament. Don’t
believe me? Open “Acts of the Apostles” and check.
Outside Mass, a Deacon can be the minister at a
Catholic wedding ceremony, he can preside at a wake, funeral service and committal, and he can perform baptisms. The Deacon is a versatile and specially trained minister in the church. In fact, there are only 2 things that a
Deacon cannot do: He cannot celebrate Mass, and he cannot hear confession. In our current implementation that
also prohibits him from Anointing of the Sick because it,
very rarely, includes a confession. A panel at the Vatican
is exploring this issue right now.
So, let us celebrate our Deacons, those assigned to
our parish as well as those who help on occasion. They are
valuable ordained ministers of the Church.

Fr. Chris

NEW MASS TIME EFFECTIVE JULY 3!

After consulting with the parish council,
we will be changing the Sunday 11:15 AM
Mass to an 11:00 AM Mass beginning on
July 3rd as we move to our summer home
in the air conditioned church hall. The
Mass will stay at 11:00 AM when we return upstairs in September.

THIRD ANNUAL PARISH YARD SALE
COMING SOON!
Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, June 12th
8:00am-5:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
10:00am: Baptism Prep Class
Monday, June 13th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
6:00pm: Saint Vincent de Paul Meeting
Tuesday, June 14th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
6:00pm: Adoration
Wednesday, June 15th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
Thursday, June 16th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
Friday, June 17th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
7:30pm-9:30pm: Jesus is Here for Youth & Young Adults,
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston
Saturday, June 18th
8:30am-6:00pm: Archdiocese of Boston Eucharistic
Congress/Tsongas Center
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation

SATURDAY, JUNE 25,
8am-3pm
SUNDAY, JUNE 26,
8am-1pm
12 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA
Outdoor: Saint Michael
Rectory Parking Lot
Indoor: Saint Michael
Church Hall
Our parishioners and neighbors have cleaned out their
kitchen cabinets, closets, toy chests and tool sheds. Thanks
to their generous donations, we are holding our second annual Yard Sale fundraiser! Cheap prices on gently used
clothing, comforters, kitchenware, handbags, shoes, board
games, toys, lamps, wall hangings, small appliances, lamps
and more. We hope to see you there!

If you’d like to volunteer to help at the yard sale,
please contact Pauline at 978-459-0713 or email at
pminch@saint-michael.com. Thank you!
SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL NEEDS
YOUR ONLINE VOTES!
Please vote for Saint Michael School's
Playground Project in Jeanne D'Arc
Credit Union's "Give a Click"! If we
win the school will receive $1,500 to
help fund a new playground. Only one
vote per quarter per person, so
PLEASE SHARE!
Voting ends
June 30, 2022. Thank you!
To vote, please go to:
jdcu.org/community-about/our-foundation/give-a-click/

OUR NEW RAIN GARDEN!
A rain garden is a sunken garden designed to catch runoff rainwater from hard surfaces and thus reduce rainwater runoff into
the storm drains. Storm drains in most cities drain directly into the river, harbor, or other natural waterways, and this runoff
water carries a lot of pollution with it. The streets are always cleaner after a good strong storm, but that is because the runoff
has “washed” the streets by rinsing all of the dirt and chemicals into the storm drains. Rain gardens can help reduce this
problem by catching the rainwater and giving it time to infiltrate into the soil instead of running off into the street.
As a Climate Change class project, the 7th grade class at Saint Michael School has installed a rain garden at the rectory on
6th St. It is 6 inches deep and approximately 180 square feet in area. One of the downspouts from the roof of the rectory has
been directed into a trench leading into the new rain garden. This will help catch the roof runoff while enhancing the beauty
of the rectory lawn. All of the flowers are native perennials that will need very little care, and will naturally spread out and
fill in the garden over the years.
If you are interested in installing a rain garden at your own home, it’s pretty easy to do! It took about 15 people two weekend days to dig the hole, plant the flowers, and mulch the garden. There are lots of resources available online, and I am happy to offer advice!
Sincerely,
Dr. Maureen Griffin
SMS 7th Grade Science Teacher & Parishioner

Saint Michael School Alumni Barbeque

Our alumni gathering, held Thursday, June 2 at the SMS schoolyard,
was a huge success with over 200 in attendance! Lots of laughter,
hugs, tours of the school, great food and smiles were in abundance.
Thank you to all who attended and helped organize this wonderful
event for our alumni!
Dorothy Patrick
Webster, SMS Class
of 1938, great grandmother to Aaliyah
Smith, Class of 2022.
Our oldest alumni!

Favorite Memories… “Having amazing friends” “The nuns”
“My teachers” “May Processions” “Recess Dancing” “Fr. Roche”
“Recess” “Sr. Celeste “ “My classmates” “Helping Sr. Rose”
“Going to church” “Pledge of Allegiance outside” “Life long friends”
“Field trips” “My friends” “Christmas Bazaar” “Having record hops in
the schoolyard” “Eighth Grade Social” “Sports” “Friendships”
“Watching Sr. Gerald putting on 40 pairs of snow boots in kindergarten”

Do you have a great idea or suggestion?
If you do, make sure to write it down and
put it in our new suggestion box located
on the wall in the right corner of the back
of the church! Paper and pen provided;
the box is locked and you don’t even
have to include your name!

BATTERY RECYCLING AVAILABLE

Located in the church’s gathering space, there is a lockbox
for placement of your old, used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D,
9 volt & “Button” batteries). A donation of .25 cents per
battery or a one-time $10 donation (for one year of battery
recycling) is requested.

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE COMING SOON!

We are partnering again with the Pregnancy
Care Center, a Christ-centered ministry that
offers loving, free, and confidential support
to women facing an unplanned pregnancy.
We’ll be kicking off the Bottle Drive on
Father’s Day, June 19th and look forward to
your generous support for this organization!

OUR PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

"Lord Jesus, heavenly Father, Holy Spirit; thank you for
the reception of the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ. May it bring peace to those
of us who receive it. May it fill us with every
grace, blessing, and healing that we need to be
better imitators of Christ. May it keep us and
sustain us until we next receive this sacrament. May it help
us to see you more and more in the Eucharist."

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

