Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
June 26, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Robert
Ndirangu, Pat White, Anne Travierso, Peggy Kane, Kathy
Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin
Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Cheboryot, Joe Regan/
Finance Liaison). Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy, Mark
Rocha (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mark Rocha
Principal Emeritus: Mary Fran Chisholm
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

The Gift of Bread & Wine is in Memory of Alan
Hart. Please remember him in your prayers.
Saturday, June 25
4:00pm: Joseph Stack

Sunday, June 26

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
11:15am: Elizabeth Melanchook/First Anniversary
Gerald McMahon
Mary & Paul McNeely

Monday, June 27
7:00am: Cait Rocco

Tuesday, June 28

7:00am: Gerald McMahon

Thursday, June 30

7:00am: Robert Morris

Friday, July 1

7:00am: Gilbert Trudeau

Saturday, July 2

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
4:00pm: Zelia, Luis & Francisco Silva

Sunday, July 3

7:00am: Manuel Alves
9:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
11:00am: Robert Kiernan
Robert Blazon

For the weekend of June 18-19: The Offertory amount

totaled $6,517; Online Giving was $1,288.30, which totals
$7,805.30. Our weekly Offertory goal is $9,000, leaving us
with a shortage of $1,194.70. The second collection was for
the Campaign for Human Development; $606 was collected.

Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
July 9-10: Saint Michael School

The Lowe Down
A reminder that we will be moving
downstairs for weekend Masses beginning the weekend of July 2nd and
3rd. We will remain in the lower church
until school restarts.
On that same weekend, the 11:15 Mass will also move
to its new time of 11:00. This Mass time will not
change in September as we move back upstairs. It is
the new time for this Mass for the foreseeable future.
-----------------------------------------------------------------Since I arrived 3 years ago, I have been mentioning
collaboration with St Francis in Dracut. Fr. Sepe and I
have been in conversation and the kickoff for the process would have started next week.
“Would have started?” Yes, the Archdiocese has
looked at the remaining 50 parishes marked as moving
to collaboratives and has decided not to move forward
at this time. Most of those 50 parishes will be marked
as “standalone collaboratives” and will not be working
with another parish. I specifically asked about St. Michael in Lowell. We are marked as a standalone collaborative.
Why would the Archdiocese make this change? One
of the major reasons for collaboration is to address the
shortage of priests. If one priest could support two
parishes, then the fewer priests could keep more parishes open. In the last couple of years, it has become
more obvious that the remaining collaboratives are
just too big (size, geography, workload) for one priest
to handle. They have been having problems finding
priests to staff these new collaboratives, so a pause is
in order.
I had asked in the past about our proposed collaborative and there would be one pastor assigned to the two
parishes and school with no more priests assigned to
help. That is a lot for one person to handle by themselves. This is the reason that many collaboratives are
not going forward. There are not enough priests willing to take on these much larger workloads.
Once our parish is formalized as a standalone collaborative, it is likely that a pastor will be named. The
Archdiocese has been using the guideline that collaborative parishes (even standalone ones) have pastors. Other non-collaborative parishes have administrators.
Fr. Chris

DON’T FORGET!!!
THE SUNDAY 11:15AM MASS IS
PERMANENTLY CHANGING TO
11:00AM EFFECTIVE JULY 3!
After consulting with the parish council, we will be changing the Sunday
11:15 AM Mass to an 11:00 AM Mass
beginning on July 3rd as we move to
our summer home in the air conditioned church hall. The Mass will stay
at 11:00 AM when we return upstairs in
September.

THIRD ANNUAL PARISH YARD SALE
THIS WEEKEND!

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 8am-3pm
SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 8am-1pm
12 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA
Outdoor (Air Conditioned): Saint Michael
Rectory Parking Lot
Indoor: Saint Michael Church Hall
We have cleaned out our kitchen cabinets, closets, toy
chests and tool sheds. Thanks to your generous donations, we are holding our third annual Yard Sale fundraiser! Cheap prices on gently used clothing, comforters, kitchenware, handbags, shoes, board games, toys,
lamps, wall hangings, small appliances, lamps and
more. We hope to see you there!

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, June 26th
8:00am-1:00pm: Indoor/Outdoor Parish Yard Sale
Tuesday, June 28th
9:00am: Savers Truck Loading/Drop off
6:00pm: Adoration
6:00pm-10:00pm: Cornhole League
Wednesday, June 29th
6:00pm: Finance Council
Saturday, July 2nd
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation

This past weekend
the St. Michael’s
Community Table
team fed almost 40
guests pizza (cheese,
peppers/onions and
pepperoni), a tossed
salad w/homemade
croutons, watermelon slices, desserts
and a drink. Thanks
for all you do!

2022 GRAND ANNUAL
Grand Annual envelopes can be found in the back of the
church or at the rectory. Thank you in advance for your
support and generosity. The 2022 Grand Annual has
reached 85% of our $100,000 goal!!!

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING!

Forget the checkbook and make tithing simple for you.
With Online Giving, you can give back to your church
whenever and wherever with the simple click from your
computer or smart device. Look for the Online Giving
Online on our website homepage at www.saintmichael.com to sign up!

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for the
repose of the soul of a deceased
person or for the intention of the
living. A Spiritual Bouquet is an
enrollment by which we remember the person at one Mass per
week for the year. Mass Cards
are $10 and Spiritual Bouquets
are $15; both are available at
the rectory.

GRAND ANNUAL & CATHOLIC
APPEAL DONATIONS STAGNANT
For the past few weeks donations to both
the Grand Annual and Catholic Appeal
have slowed significantly. If you have not
yet contributed to either, please consider
doing so. Thank you in advance for your
generosity!
"It's indispensable for the life of many patients."
Pope Francis
Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood and
today fewer people are donating. If YOU have the A, B or
O blood patients need, please consider becoming a donor.
The responsibility of a sufficient blood supply belongs to
all of us. Please contact the American Red Cross today for
an appointment to donate at www.redcrossblood.org.

BILL GREEN SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Congratulations to our 2022 recipients, who were awarded
a $700 scholarship, designed to help defray the cost of education beyond high school.

James T. Aste
Callum Burgess
Emerson D’Amato
Kaitlyn Doughty
Abigail Golden
Jacob Peters
Carter Times

Marian Devotion Honoring Our Lady of Fatima

Please join us the first Saturday of each month, 1:00pm2:30pm at Holy Trinity Church, 340 High Street, Lowell to
pray for true world peace, adoration, rosary, litany to Our
Lady, Fatima prayers, etc. All are welcome!

60th CLASS REUNION
LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 62

Friday, October 7th, 6:00pm-10:00pm
Long Meadow Golf Club, Lowell
$40 per person
Ticket includes deejay music, hors d’oeuvres, buffet
and desserts. Tickets can
be purchased by mailed a
check to Connie Nelligan
Ruhmann, 20 Elliott Drive,
Lowell, MA 01852. The
class of 1962 will be presenting LHS with a scholarship in the name of the late Barbara Silva Russell to honor all the work she did to keep our reunions ongoing and
successful. For additional information, please contact Nancy Judge at njudge7@aol.com.

SVDP LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!
We are currently recruiting for
new members to assist the Society
in its mission of offering service
to those who are needy and suffering in the tradition of our founder,
Blessed Frederic Ozanam. The
only qualifications needed are
compassion and a desire to help
the needy of our parish community. We meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the
month in the parish hall. Stop by and see what we're all
about. For more information, contact Bob Ouellette at 781856-6990.

VOTING ENDS JUNE 30th FOR SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL PLAYGROUND FUND!

Please vote for Saint Michael
School's Playground Project in
Jeanne D'Arc Credit Union's "Give
a Click"! If we win the school will
receive $1,500 to help fund a new
playground. Only one vote per
quarter per person, so PLEASE
SHARE!
Voting ends June 30,
2022. Thank you!
To vote, please go to:
jdcu.org/community-about/ourfoundation/give-a-click/

Do you have a great idea or suggestion?
If you do, make sure to write it down and
put it in our new suggestion box located
on the wall in the right corner of the back
of the church! Paper and pen provided;
the box is locked and you don’t even
have to include your name!

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BATTERY RECYCLING AVAILABLE

Located in the church’s gathering space, there is a lockbox
for placement of your old, used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D,
9 volt & “Button” batteries). A donation of .25 cents per
battery or a one-time $10 donation (for one year of battery
recycling) is requested.

OUR PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

"Lord Jesus, heavenly Father, Holy Spirit; thank
you for the reception of the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ. May it bring peace to
those of us who receive it. May it fill us with
every grace, blessing, and healing that we need
to be better imitators of Christ. May it keep us
and sustain us until we next receive this sacrament. May it
help us to see you more and more in the Eucharist."

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

