Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
March 21, 2021

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.
Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays 3:30-5 or 5;30-7pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in June; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson

Saturday, March 20

4:00pm: Robert, Helen & Bobby Laird

Sunday, March 21

7:00am: Walter Larose
9:00am: Mary Ann “May” Cheetham

Monday, March 22

7:00am: Kathleen E. “Kay” McCall

Tuesday, March 23

7:00am: Romeo Olivieri

Wednesday, March 24
7:00am: Eileen Trainor

Thursday, March 25

7:00am: Josephine Markiewicz

Friday, March 26

7:00am: Patrick John Cannon

Saturday, March 27

7:00am: Rita Coverre, Eighth Anniversary

Sunday, March 28

7:00am: Stefano & Francesca Aste
9:00am: Barbara Olin, Tenth Anniversary
11:15am: Patrick John Cannon

The Lowe Down
My thanks to several staff members
who gave a refresh to our sign on
6th and Bridge with a fresh coat of
paint. The sign itself is rotting in place
and we are looking at replacement options. An exact replacement is simplest. We are also looking at getting the
(extensive) permits for an electronic
sign so that we can keep church and
school events posted there more easily.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Bishop Hennessey visited the parish recently and celebrated the 11:15 Mass on March 7th. This was a last-minute
thing, so we did not have time to give a lot of notice. He
likes to visit all his parishes each year and this was a
chance to come see us.
One thing that he noted to me was the number of people
arriving at Mass after the Gospel, after the homily, and
even during the Eucharistic Prayer. I have also noted this
at various Masses and was waiting to say something until
we are more fully open, but since he mentioned it to me…
A common question in Catholic forums is, “How late can I
arrive before Mass does not count?” or “When can I leave
and still have Mass count?” I believe that these questions
are fundamentally flawed. It is like asking “How little can
I do to keep God happy with me?”
Historically, the Cardinal has asked us to make Mass about
an hour. This was in response to some parishes celebrating
thirty-minute weekend Masses. In light of Covid, he has
asked us to keep it under an hour for the time being. Fr.
Richard and I have been averaging about forty-five minutes
for a Mass. Even with the shorter time, people are still arriving late and leaving early. Everyone is late occasionally
or must leave for an emergency. But, when it happens every week, there may be something else going on.
I do wonder what is going on. Only those who are in this
situation know. I suggest that we all prayerfully consider if
it is too much to offer God sixty minutes at Mass each
week.

Fr. Chris

For the weekend of Mar. 13-14
The Offertory amount was $8,159; Online Giving was
$1,319 which totals $8,159. Our weekly Offertory
goal is $9,000, leaving us with a goal shortage of
$841. The second collection was for Saint Michael
School; $573 was collected and $45 was given online
for a total of $618.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
3/27-3/28: Palm Sunday Almsgiving
4/2: Good Friday Holy Land
4/4: Clergy Health and Retirement Trust
Thank you for your generosity!

Stations of the Cross: 7pm, March 26
Lent Evenings of Prayer: 6pm: March 21, 28
Holy Thursday Mass: 8pm, April 1
Good Friday Service: 8pm, April 2
Holy Saturday Mass: 8pm, April 3
Easter Sunday Mass: 9am & 11am, April 4

CHURCH CLEANING
The pre-Easter church cleaning will be
held on Saturday, March 27th
beginning at 9:00. The more hands,
the faster it goes. Please consider
volunteering for a couple of hours.

WHAT IS THE TRIDUUM?
Holy Thursday: The institution of
the Eucharist and the Mass.
We remember the Last Supper and
how Jesus took the bread and wine
and made the body and blood.
Good Friday: The passion and
death of Jesus Christ. We remember the trial and crucifixion of Jesus.
We venerate the cross he died upon. This is the only day of the year
that no Mass is celebrated.
Easter Vigil: The Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Adults
Join the Church. We celebrate the new life of Jesus. We
remember our history, renew our baptism vows, baptize,
confirm, and offer first communion to adults joining the
church. We sing “Alleluia” after 40 days of fasting from
that word.

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

The Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick is both a “Liturgical and a
communal celebration.” In the family home, hospital or church, members of the Body of Christ gather for
the sacramental rite led by a priest.
The Penitential Rite followed by the
Liturgy of the Word and sacramental anointing of the sick can inspire
and comfort both those who are ill
and their family and friends who are
gathered. Many parishes have communal celebrations at which many
persons receive the sacrament.

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as
one body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.

The latest total of the 2020-2021 Grand Annual prior
to publication is 81%.
Thank you so very much for your generosity and
financial support of our $100,000 goal!
WHEN OUR OWN HOUR COMES

We parents know that it’s tricky, tackling the topic of fear
with our kids. We want them to know that it’s okay to be
scared, that it’s something we all feel from time to time.
We want them to understand that bravery isn’t the absence
of fear, but the choices we make in persevering despite that
feeling.
Most of all, we want to model the right kind of behavior for
our kids. Whatever our scary situation is — illness, a job
loss, life changes — we want them to see us make a choice
to face that fear head-on.
Jesus seems to be the parent who is gently broaching the
topic of fear with his children. A great sense of foreboding
hangs over these readings. Jesus knew what was coming.
He knew it was going to be hard, both for him and for his
followers, who did not have his courage. Even he admits to
being “troubled” and he speaks of “the time of judgment.”
There is the dramatic raising of Lazarus, the talk of how a
grain of wheat must die in order to bear fruit, the depiction
of Christ as an obedient student of his own suffering.
“Yet what should I say?” he asks them. “‘Father, save me
from this hour?’ But it was for this purpose that I came to
this hour.”
This week, Christ gives us a very parental gift: He shows us
his fear, and he shows us how to conquer it. He challenges
us to embrace the purpose for which we came to this hour
— whatever that hour may hold.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS

The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

PROPOSED “MARY GARDEN”
James Aste, one of our altar servers, and a lifelong member
of St Michael's, is working on a Eagle project for Boy
Scouts. He is proposing a Mary Garden between the
Church and the rectory on the hillside near the bell. In order to proceed, he needs some money for the flowers, hardscape, benches, trellis and statue. Normally, a spaghetti
supper would be held, but with Covid-19 that becomes
impossible. If you would like to donate towards the Mary
Garden project, please drop your money in the collection
box or at the rectory clearly labeled "Mary Garden".

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Every Easter, our Easter Sunday parish collection benefits
Clergy Trust which cares for the health and well-being of
our priests in good standing. By supporting the collection,
you can show your appreciation and support for the priests
who have made and continue to make a difference in your
life, the life of our parish, and the lives of countless others
in our community. This year more than ever, your support
is needed and appreciated. Thank you in advance for your
generosity to this collection.

LIGHT A CANDLE

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are there for you to light as a
symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1 donation
be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost
of the candle.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS
A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for
the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by
which we remember the person
at one Mass per week for the
year. Mass Cards are $10 and
Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both
are available at the rectory.

STRIVE FOR 5 FOOD DRIVE TO BENEFIT
MERRIMACK VALLEY FOOD BANK
Strive for 5 Food Drive to benefit the Merrimack Valley
Food Bank. During these difficult times, local people need
our assistance so please consider donating the following
items to our food drive: peanut butter & jelly, macaroni &
cheese, cereal & oatmeal, pasta & rice, taco meals, tomato
& pasta sauce, canned beans & baked beans, canned fruit &
vegetables soups, stews, & chili, ravioli & spaghetti o’s,
canned tuna, chicken, seafood, healthy snacks, juice boxes
& bottled juice, baby food, personal care items, and supermarket gift cards.
How to Donate: Inside The Church: March 20 - April 10
Drive-by drop off: April 10; 10am - 2pm. Saint Michael’s
School parking lot: 21 6th St Lowell, MA. Enter on 5th
street, Exit on 6th Street
Please help us reach our goal of 500 items for the food

Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson
is really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When
we internalize things we have learned, they become a part
of who we are and influence how we perceive and interact
with our world. The same is true for the law God has written upon our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, we
will simply know it to be true and act accordingly. Sometimes, it is hard to get people to learn the lessons they need
to learn. They are often distracted, disinterested, conflicted, misdirected, or just too stubborn and unable or unwilling to see what is right before their eyes. Understanding
that God is in a loving and committed relationship with
those fashioned and formed in God’s own image, seems
like such a simple lesson to learn. But history and experience has proven that it is not.

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us
to learn something very particular about ourselves. We
must, like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there
are specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before
we can live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is
not the task of the world to tell us who we are and what
has meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity for greater life but a permanent ending to the life
they have known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it
means to be fully human because he was! He knows the
joys, limitations, sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering,
opportunities, and joys of the human experience. Jesus can
teach us a wealth of knowledge and life’s lessons from his
example, especially obedience.
When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and
gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen more attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally flee to our Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope,
direction, and comfort as we navigate through this time of
darkness. We will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight
it, or be overcome by it because we will know, having internalized this profound lesson before, that God will bring
new life. God’s law is love and love never fails. Even in
the moments of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the
name of his Father. What he learned allowed him to put
everything in perspective and be obedient to the tender,
loving Voice that echoed within. As Lent quickly winds
down, may we learn the same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to help others see what is right before
their eyes.
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New! Clip this page and bring it with you to the March 28; it will assist in readings, prayers and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!
First Reading: The Lord GOD has given me a well-

trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he
opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have
not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my
cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not
shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is my help
therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint,
knowing that I shall not be put to shame.
Responsorial Psalm: My God, my God, why have you
abandoned me?

Second Reading: Christ Jesus, though he was in the

form of God, did not regard equality with God something to
be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God
greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel Reading: Today’s Gospel Reading is the
Lord’s Passion, which is much too long to print in
the bulletin. Please note that the “Crowd” responses will be spoken by a lector.

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

