Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
March 7, 2021

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.
Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!

Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays 3:30-5 or 5;30-7pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in June; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson

Saturday, March 6

4:00pm: James E. Chisholm, Second Anniversary

Sunday, March 7

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
9:00am: Patrick John Cannon

Thursday, March 11
7:00am: Anthony Alves

Friday, March 12

7:00am: Marilyn Napierski

Saturday, March 13

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
4:00pm: Patrick John Cannon

Sunday, March 14

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
9:00am: Deanna Twarog, First Anniversary
11:15am: Mary Gail Sullivan

The Lowe Down
You have heard me speak about the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
in my homilies in the last couple of
weeks. So often, a priest gets called
only at the end of life to administer this
sacrament. But this sacrament is for the
sick as well as the dying.
This anointing is available to anyone
who is going into surgery, who has a lifelong disease, who
has a life-threatening diagnosis or who is starting the long
decline to the end.
Many parishes offer anointing after Mass on a regular basis. After consultation with Deacon Gerry and the Parish
Council, we will be starting this practice here soon. Next
weekend (March 13th and 14th - Laetare Sunday), anointings will be offered after Mass to anyone wishing to receive
it. (We are tentatively planning on early September and
Gaudete Sunday in Advent as well.)
Some guidelines are necessary. We should not automatically get up to receive the sacrament every time it is offered. If we have received the sacrament within the last six
months and our condition is unchanged, there is no need to
receive it again. If we are seriously ill in mind, body or
spirit or are fighting a chronic disease please do come forward for the anointing.

The anointing will take place after Mass. Parishioners will
line up to be anointed on your forehead and both
palms. For the moment, because of Covid-19, I am required to use a fresh Q-tip to dip in the oil and anoint each
person.
While we will be doing this with some regularity, please do
not wait to receive the sacrament if you need it. I have the
oils in my office and in my car. I do still make house calls
with necessary Covid-19 precautions

For the weekend of Feb. 27-28
The Offertory amount was $4,487.50; Online Giving
was $1,344, which totals $5,831.50. Our weekly Offertory goal is $9,000, leaving us with a goal shortage
of $3,168.50. The second collection was for support
for the Church Around the World; $794 was collected
and $55 was given online for a total of $849.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
3/13-3/14: Saint Michael School
3/27-3/28: Palm Sunday Almsgiving
4/2: Good Friday Holy Land

Fr. Chris

Stations of the Cross: 7pm, March 12, 19, 26
Lent Evenings of Prayer: 6pm: March 7, 14, 21, 28
Holy Thursday Mass: 8pm, April 1
Good Friday Service: 8pm, April 2
Holy Saturday Mass: 8pm, April 3
Easter Sunday Mass: 9am & 11am, April 4

During the month of February, Mason Patrick Sullivan was
baptized into our faith. By water and the Holy Spirit,
Mason has received the new gift of Life from God. May He
continue to pour out His Blessings upon this child and his
family.

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
The latest total of the 2020-2021 Grand Annual prior
to publication is 75%.
Thank you so very much for your generosity and
financial support of our $100,000 goal!

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

The Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick is both a “Liturgical and a
communal celebration.” In the family home, hospital or church, members of the Body of Christ gather for
the sacramental rite led by a priest.
The Penitential Rite followed by the
Liturgy of the Word and sacramental anointing of the sick can inspire
and comfort both those who are ill
and their family and friends who are
gathered. Many parishes have communal celebrations at which many
persons receive the sacrament.

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as
one body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.

PARENTS JUST DON’T UNDERSTAND
Anybody remember the old rap song by the Fresh Prince,
aka Will Smith, “Parents Just Don’t Understand?” As we
grow up, it is sometimes a struggle for us to imagine that
our parents understand us. It can seem impossible that
Mom and Dad remember the stress of exam week or peer
pressure. We never saw them as children; we never saw
their disappointed faces when they weren’t invited to a party, or their dashed hopes at a bad test grade. We never saw
them homesick their first week of college or nervous to ask
their crush to Homecoming.
We’re often the same way about God. We gripe about what
He asks of us. “He doesn’t understand sin — he’s allgood,” we think. “He doesn’t understand temptation — He
is perfect.”
In Scripture, God can be very much a father, telling us what
we can and cannot do. And yet, in His divine genius, He is
sometimes simply a man at a well, asking for a drink.
For me, it turns out I didn’t need to tell my parents anything about what I was going through as a kid — they knew
already. What I needed was for them to tell me what to do,
and how to do it.
Similarly, we don’t need to tell God about human nature.
We need God to tell us about His nature. He’s good enough
to ask us for a drink, to enter into our humanity. But we
have to remember, for our own sakes, to have the humility
to ask Him for something, too — the water that will quench
our eternal thirst.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOOK OF PRAYERS

The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

PROPOSED “MARY GARDEN”
James Aste, one of our altar servers, and a lifelong member
of St Michael's, is working on a Eagle project for Boy
Scouts. He is proposing a Mary Garden between the
Church and the rectory on the hillside near the bell. In order to proceed, he needs some money for the flowers, hardscape, benches, trellis and statue. Normally, a spaghetti
supper would be held, but with Covid-19 that becomes
impossible. If you would like to donate towards the Mary
Garden project, please drop your money in the collection
box or at the rectory clearly labeled "Mary Garden".

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

ONLINE GIVING TO HAVE NEWER,
EASY-TO-USE PLATFORM

SCHOOL BUZZ

Our Online Giving is getting an upgrade to a newer, easierto-use platform! If you currently give online, you will soon
be receiving an email with instructions on how to log into
the new system. Best of all, your existing payment and donation information will be migrated over so you will not
have to set up your gifts again! Keep an eye on your email
for more information coming very soon!

Hello again! February was exciting
for our students with the celebration
of Catholic Schools Week. Here are a
few highlights:

ONLY FIVE MISSALS LEFT FOR SALE!

We are offering them to you at $7.00. These are available
at the rectory Monday - Friday from 9:00-4:00.

LIGHT A CANDLE

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are there for you to light as a
symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1 donation
be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost
of the candle.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS
A Mass Card is a remembrance
by which we offer a Mass for
the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by
which we remember the person
at one Mass per week for the
year. Mass Cards are $10 and
Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both
are available at the rectory.

•
•

•

• We collected over 1,300 pounds
of food for The Merrimack Valley Food Bank as our
community project. The contributions from our school
community were wonderful. Everyone pitched in for
the common good of those in need.
Cards were made for retired priests and nuns in nursing
homes to let them know we are thinking of them.
School wide projects involving “Show the Love,”
“Praise, “Personal Intentions” and “Thank You” were
the themes for Catholic Schools Week as creative expressions of love through our Catholic faith and activities.
All students enjoyed the virtual laser light show with
music as an entertaining program that provided a great
deal of excitement.

Please spread the word about Saint Michael’s programs for
Preschool through Grade 8. Why not tell other members of
your family and friends about our school. We have a great
deal to offer our students. Check out our website at:
school.saint-michael.com and see our video and 360 tour of
various rooms and special events and happenings.
If you are interested complete the application for admission
for the fall. You will receive a call from the principal once
your application is submitted.
Until next time!
Respectively,
Mary E. Elias
Principal
“All our dreams can come true-if we have
the courage to pursue them.” Walt Disney

This weekend, we launch our Annual Catholic Appeal,
along with all the other parishes throughout the Archdiocese. Each year, the Catholic Appeal provides the faithful
with a way to help support the ministries that support our
parishes, our schools, and our communities. This is our
Church, and every gift makes a difference. Please consider
making your gift today at bostoncatholicappeal.org. If you
would like to donate but did not receive a Catholic Appeal
envelope in the mail, please use any envelope, mark it
“Catholic Appeal” and put in one of the offertory collection
boxes. Your gift has an immediate impact on our parish
and the work of our Church. Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to the March 14; it will assist in readings, prayers and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!
First Reading: In those days, all the princes of Judah,

the priests, and the people added infidelity to infidelity,
practicing all the abominations of the nations and polluting
the LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.
Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers,
send his messengers to them, for he had compassion on his
people and his dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at his
prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his people
was so inflamed that there was no remedy. Their enemies
burnt the house of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem,
set all its palaces afire, and destroyed all its precious objects. Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to
Babylon, where they became servants of the king of the
Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom of the Persians
came to power. All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD
spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its lost
sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest
while seventy years are fulfilled.” In the first year of Cyrus,
king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia
to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by
word of mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of
Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD, the God of
heaven, has given to me, and he has also charged me to
build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his
people, let him go up, and may his God be with him!”
Responsorial Psalm: Let my tongue be silenced, if I
ever forget you!

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters: God, who is

rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us,
even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ — by grace you have been
saved —, raised us up with him, and seated us with him
in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come
He might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not from you;
it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may
boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
for the good works that God has prepared in advance,
that we should live in them.

Gospel Reading: Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Mo-

ses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may
have eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might
not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in
him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe
has already been condemned, because he has not believed
in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict,
that the light came into the world, but people preferred

darkness to light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not
come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.
Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

