Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
May 22, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Robert
Ndirangu, Pat White, Anne Travierso, Peggy Kane, Kathy
Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin
Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Cheboryot, Joe Regan/
Finance Liaison). Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy, Mark
Rocha (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish

Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mark Rocha
Principal Emeritus: Mary Fran Chisholm
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

Saturday, May 21

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
4:00pm: Geoffrey, Coderre & Beliveau Families/19 Years

Sunday, May 22

7:00am: Connor Coleman
9:00am: Thomas & Ellen V. McGrail
11:15am: Michelle Mahoney

Monday, May 23

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Tuesday, May 24

7:00am: Mary Anna Brennan/For Health

Friday, May 27

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael

Saturday, May 28

4:00pm: Charles & Bertha Jacques

Sunday, May 29

7:00am: Amber Zapatka
9:00am: Edwin Lawler/Tenth Anniversary
11:15am: Arthur & Jeannette Elie
Christian M. Ironfield, Family & Friends

this training.

The Lowe Down
I have almost completed 124.5 hours
of Parish Administration Training. I
will complete this training later this
month. I’m not sure if I get a diploma
(or anything for that matter), but I am
required by the Cardinal to complete

This last week, I learned that we are a “Keeley
church”. An architecture firm with the principal owner named Keeley designed hundreds of churches
across the United States. The Archdiocese inspects
these churches on a regular basis because the sides of
these churches tend to bow out and can lead to collapse.
Saint Michael Church was inspected in January
of 2022, and we have just received the report from the
Archdiocese. They compared the separations in the
structure (we do have them) with pictures taken in
2009 and they are not getting any worse. This is good
news for us. Other churches have had to put millions
into structural repairs to prevent problems. I’m not
sure where we would find millions to handle a repair
like this if it were ever required.
They note some cracks in the plaster in the main
arches in the church. These cracks were also noted in
2009, so I don’t think we have to worry too much
about the plaster falling on us.
There are several boards (called purloins) that
have split right down the middle and need to be replaced. It is hard to tell from the pictures that they
provided, but it looks like a 2x10 or a 4x10 beam has
split right in half. An engineering firm will be coming
out to provide us with an estimate for repairs.

Upcoming Special/Second Collections:

There is an external roof pediment that is
cracked near the corner of 7th and Reid. If it were to
break off, it would cause roof damage and could injure
somebody if they were standing in the wrong
spot. We are getting a quote to repair or replace this
pediment.
FYI: Average Mass attendance this month:
4:00 = 76, 7:00 = 67, 9:00 = 125, 11:15 = 103, 12:30 =
134. We are still at 2/3 of our pre-Covid attendance.

May 25-26: Ascension of the Lord Offering
June 4-5: Seminary

Fr. Chris

For the weekend of May 14-15
The Offertory amount totaled $6,643; Online Giving was
$1,415, which totals $8,058. Our weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with an shortage of $942. Thank you!

NEW MASS TIME EFFECTIVE JULY 3!

After consulting with the parish council,
we will be changing the Sunday 11:15 AM
Mass to an 11:00 AM Mass beginning on
July 3rd as we move to our summer home
in the air conditioned church hall. The
Mass will stay at 11:00 AM when we return upstairs in September.

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, May 22nd
7:30am-10:30am: Community Table Food Prep
8:00am-5:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
1:00 Baptisms
Monday, May 23rd
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
6:00pm: SVDP Meeting
Tuesday, May 24th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
6:00pm: Adoration
6:00pm-10:00pm: Cornhole League
Wednesday, May 25th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
6:00pm: Finance Council Meeting
7:00pm: Adult Choir Practice
Thursday, May 26th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
Friday, May 27th
9:00am-4:00pm: Savers Donations Drop Offs
SMS PreK-3/4 & K Field Day
6:00pm-9:00pm: Kenyan Community Meeting
Saturday, May 28th
8:00am: Savers Donations Drop Offs
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation

2022 GRAND ANNUAL

Grand Annual envelopes can be found in the back of the
church or at the rectory. Thank you in advance for your
support and generosity. The 2022 Grand Annual has
reached 85% of our $100,000 goal!!!

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Thursday, May 26th is the Ascension of the Lord and a holy day of
obligation. Masses will be celebrated that day at 7:00am, 9:00am and
7:00pm.
Welcome to our new members
of the Saint Michael family
and Catholic faith! They have
received all the Sacraments of
Initiation at the Easter Vigil:
Amanda Sanchez, Misael Pagan, Ebtesami Alshmary,
Christian Asklund, Connor M.
O’Brien, Tabitha Gatama,
Tish Trivadi Ann Persaud,
Tyler Georgopoulos, Rose Alsamerai and Lukas Alsamerai.
ULTREYA MEETS MONTHLY

Join us on the third Monday of each
month at 6:00pm for a simple Mass in the
day chapel, followed by Ultreya afterwards in the church hall. Dates are as follows: June 20, July 18, August 15, September 19, October 17, November 14
(moved to second Monday due to Mass of
Sharing on November 21) and December 19. Ultreya is a
Spanish word, derived from the original Latin, meaning
“Onward.” In the Cursillo Movement, this is expressed
through a large gathering called an Ultreya. Handouts and
small group discussions will reflect on sharing one’s piety,
study, and action. All are welcome! Registration is not required.

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL NEEDS
YOUR ONLINE VOTES!

Please vote for Saint Michael School's Playground Project
in Jeanne D'Arc Credit Union's "Give a Click"! If we win
the school will receive $1,500 to help fund a new playground. Only one vote per quarter per person, so PLEASE
SHARE! Voting ends June 30, 2022. Thank you!
To vote, please go to:
jdcu.org/community-about/our-foundation/give-a-click/

GRAND ANNUAL & CATHOLIC
APPEAL DONATIONS STAGNANT
For the past few weeks donations to both
the Grand Annual and Catholic Appeal
have slowed significantly. If you have not
yet contributed to either, please consider
doing so. Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

THE HOPE AND HEALING ADULT GRIEF
SUPPORT GROUP

Last Saturday of Each Month 10:30 am-12:00 pm
St. John the Evangelist Old Parish Hall
115 Middlesex Rd, North Chelmsford
When someone close to you dies everything changes in
your family, in your life, and your dreams. Often this can
turn your life upside down. Know you are not alone in your
grief and loneliness. Registration not required.

HEALING MASS TO HONOR ST. PEREGRINE

On Wednesday, May 25 at 6:30pm a Mass will be celebrated in honor of Saint Peregrine at the Immaculate Conception Church on East Merrimack St., Lowell. Saint Peregrine
is the patron saint of cancer patients and is the saint many
cancer sufferers, family members, and friends pray to for
comfort and strength, no matter what the illness. Anointing
of the Sick will be available. All are welcome.

2022 BILL GREEN MEMORIAL GOLF
TOURNAMENT SCHOLARSHIP
Scholarships are available for high school seniors who have
been active members of Saint Michael Parish. The purpose
of the scholarship is to help defray the cost of education
beyond high school. Applications are available for pick up
at the rectory and are due back at the rectory by Friday,
June 3, 2022, either by mail or hand delivery (543 Bridge
Street, Lowell, MA 01850). This year’s Golf Tournament
will be held on Saturday, September 10, 2022. Hole Sponsorship is $100; a donation of $125 per person includes golf
fee, cart and a bite to eat. If you wish to join us at the tournament or sponsor a hole, please contact Jay McKenna at
jay@mckennaouellette.com or call the rectory at 978-4590713.

Do you have a great idea or suggestion?
If you do, make sure to write it down and
put it in our new suggestion box located
on the wall in the right corner of the back
of the church! Paper and pen provided;
the box is locked and you don’t even
have to include your name!

BATTERY RECYCLING AVAILABLE

Located in the church’s gathering space, there is a lockbox
for placement of your old, used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D,
9 volt & “Button” batteries). A donation of .25 cents per
battery or a one-time $10 donation (for one year of battery
recycling) is requested.

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE COMING SOON!

We are partnering again with the Pregnancy
Care Center, a Christ-centered ministry that
offers loving, free, and confidential support
to women facing an unplanned pregnancy.
We’ll be kicking off the Bottle Drive on
Father’s Day, June 19th and look forward to
your generous support for this organization!

OUR PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

"Lord Jesus, heavenly Father, Holy Spirit; thank you for
the reception of the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ. May it bring peace to those
of us who receive it. May it fill us with every
grace, blessing, and healing that we need to be
better imitators of Christ. May it keep us and
sustain us until we next receive this sacrament. May it help
us to see you more and more in the Eucharist."

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

(978) 458-4851

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

(978) 458-6183
www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Jonathan Reeney

Wood Bros.
Flowers

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

978-454-8056

Shear Image
Hair Salon

(978) 452-8897

Owned and Operated By
Colleen (Finnegan) Dubuc and
Kathie (Lambert) Shepherd
1401 BRIDGE STREET • DRACUT

O’Donnell

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Celebrating over 135 years
of your trust.

(978) 458-8768

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Marc Poirier

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

C. Slowey McNiff LUZ GRANITE CORP

Insurance Agency, Inc.
981 Varnum Ave., Lowell
(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.org

Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 453-1551

Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com
Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

Contact Tom Blanco to
place an ad today!
tblanco@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6285
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