Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
November 6, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Michael Barry,
Robert Ndirangu, Pat White, Pauline Minch, Leon Grande,
Kathy Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Mike Wiroll, Joe Regan/Finance Liaison. Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy,
Anne Gallagher (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Anne Gallagher
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

The Lowe Down
I get a lot of questions, firsthand and
second or third hand. This week, I’d
like to address 2 questions that I hear
often.
First, people go to the rectory and pay
$10 to have a Mass said for their loved
ones. Some people have noted that the
priest did not say the name of their
loved one at Mass and want another Mass said to “make
up” for this error.
There is no requirement for the priest to say the
name of a loved one out loud during Mass. In fact, only
Eucharistic Prayers #2 and #3 have a spot for a name to me
mentioned. Both prayers say, “say the name in a Mass for
the dead” (a funeral Mass). So, if you do not hear the priest
mention the name of a loved one, it is OK. The Mass is
still being celebrated for that individual.

Saturday, November 5
7:00am: Laurel Ann Melanson/47th Anniversary
4:00pm: John Michael Delehanty
Sunday, November 6
7:00am: John Cunningham
9:00am: HenryNaruszewicz
11:00am: Yolanda Collazo
Monday, November 7
7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
Friday, November 11
7:00am: George Joseph Frascarelli, Jr.
Saturday, November 12
7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
4:00pm: John & Josephine Markiewicz
Sunday, November 13
9:00am: McHugh & Golen Families
11:00am: Deceased Members of the McOsker Family

The name is mentioned in the Prayers of the Faithful and there is a note on the altar telling the priest who to
remember in this Mass. The Mass is always being said for
the named intention of that day.
Second, there is a lot of confusion about blessings. I confess that when I was growing up that I thought it
was normal to get a priest or deacon to bless crucifix, rosary, or a person’s cremains. I learned in the seminary and
by reading the blessing prayers, that blessings are for the
living, not for an object.
Here is the end of a blessing for a rosary, “may
those who devoutly use this rosary to pray be
blessed”. Here is the one for a car, “Grant, we pray, that
those who use this vehicle may travel safely”. The blessing
is for the person, not the object.
If I go to the hospital or a home to anoint somebody and they have just died, I move to a different set of
prayers, the prayers for the dead. I remember a time when
I did the last rites and then the man died, so I also did the
prayers for the dead.
Blessings are for the living.

For the weekend of October 29-30: The Offertory
amount totaled $6,191 and Online Giving was $1,410
which totals $7,601. Our weekly Offertory Goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $1,399.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
November: 5-6: Saint Michael School
November 19-20: Collection for Retired Religious
Sisters
November 21: Mass of Sharing
Thank you for your generous support!

Fr. Chris
The rectory will be closed
on Friday, November 11th
in observance of Veteran’s
Day. If you see a veteran,
thank them for their service! If you think of a veteran, say a quick prayer for
them. God bless our veterans!

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, November 6th
Daylight Savings Time Ends/”Fall Back”
10:00am: RCIA/Church Hall
3:00pm: Confirmation
Tuesday, November 8th
Election Day
1:00pm: Class on the Sacraments/Church Hall
7:00pm: Handbell Choir Practice
7:00pm: Class on the Sacraments/Church Hall
Wednesday, November 9th
7:45am-10:15am: SMS Honoring Our Veterans
8:15am: School Mass
7:00pm: Adult Choir Practice
Friday, November 11th
Veteran’s Day
School & Rectory Closed
Saturday, November 12th
11:00am-1:00pm: Kenyan Choir Practice
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation
6:00pm—10:00pm: African Youth Night/Church Hall

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK

Sunday: 2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/Ps 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15 [15b]/2 Thes
2:16—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 20:27, 34-38
Monday: Ti 1:1-9/Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 17:1-6
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29/
Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/1 Cor
3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10/Lk 17:20-25
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18/Lk 17:26-37
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8

OBSERVANCES FOR THIS WEEK

Sunday: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time; National Vocation
Awareness Week; Daylight Saving Time Ends
Wednesday: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Thursday: St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church
Friday: St. Martin of Tours, Bishop; Veterans Day
Saturday: St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr

If you haven’t already, please vote on
Tuesday, November 8th!

REQUEST FOR RAFFLE BASKETS

The Holly Fair is looking for raffle basket
donations! If you’d like to create a basket
or item that can be raffled off, we’d love
to have it. Drop off at the rectory Monday
–Friday, 9am-4pm. Deadline is Monday,
November 28th. Please contact Pauline at
978-459-0713 or pminch@saintmichael.com for more information.

HOLLY FAIR VENDOR SPOTS
STILL AVAILBLE

The Saint Michael’s Holly Fair returns on Saturday, December 3rd from 10am-3pm and will take place in the
church hall. We are still seeking vendors for the following
categories: Pet Accessories, Toys, Books, Quilts, Dips &
Spread, Honey as well as reps for Tupperware, Scentsy,
Pampered Chef, Younique, Lula Roe, Usborne, Discovery
Toys, Tastefully Simple, Fuller Brush, Stella and Dot,
Watkins and more! Please call 978-459-0713 x330 or
email pminch@saint-michael.com for a vendor application.

YUMMY TREATS NEEDED FOR THE
HOLLY FAIR BAKE SALE TABLE

The parish will be having a bake sale table at this year’s
Holly Fair and that means we’re looking for donations of
baked goods of all kinds — cakes, pies, cookies, breads,
pastries, fruit bars, cupcakes, cake pops, fudge, brownies...whatever your specialty is, we’d love it! Drop off day
will be Friday, December 2nd from 1pm-4pm at the church
hall.

CANDY DONATIONS

We’re also looking for donations of new, unopened large/
value size bags of the following types of candy: Gummy
Bears, Sour Gummy Worms, Jelly Beans, M&M’s, Starburst, Skittles, Swedish Fish and Gumballs.

ALL ARE INVITED! PLEASE RSVP FOR
THE PASTA DINNER & MUSIC BINGO!!

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

PARISH SUGGESTION BOX

Do you have a great idea or suggestion?
If you do, make sure to write it down and
put it in our new suggestion box located
on the wall in the right corner of the back
of the church! Paper and pen provided;
the box is locked and you don’t even
have to include your name!

A NEW TRADITION

Saint Michael School will be flying a different
memorial flag each month, representing those
in our parish and community who served in the
Armed Forces. If you’d like to have your memorial flag
flown on behalf of someone in your family, please contact
Principal Anne Gallagher at 978-453-9511 or
agallagher@saint-michael.com.

CLASS ON THE SACRAMENTS STARTS THIS
WEEK!

Fr. Chris will presenting a 3 week class on the Sacraments
of the Catholic Church. There are a lot of misunderstandings, so expect a lively Q&A with each sacrament. Sessions will take place at 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM on November
8th, 15th and 22nd in the Church Hall.

NEW 2022-2023 GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
In our first week we are at 27.8%
of our $110,000 goal!!

Grand Annual envelopes were mailed recently; if you
did not receive one, please contact the rectory to verify
your mailing address. Envelopes are also located in the
back of the church. Thank you for your generosity!

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS
A Mass Card is a remembrance by
which we offer a Mass for the repose
of the soul of a deceased person or for
the intention of the living. A Spiritual
Bouquet is an enrollment by which
we remember the person at one Mass
per week for the year. Mass Cards are
$10 and Spiritual Bouquets are $15;
both are available at the rectory.

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL’S

ANNUAL
TURKET SHOOT

Saturday, November 19th at 6:00pm
Church Hall - Free Admission
Get ready for a night of family fun with round after round
of raffles for turkeys, baskets of fixings, pies, cookies and
more! Themes raffle baskets from each grade will also be
available; tickets for these are $5 for 7. 50/50 raffles,
snacks, drinks and more!! See you there!

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

