SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

ONE PARISH. ONE SCHOOL. ONE FAITH COMMUNITY.
NOVEMBER 7, 2021
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Calling his disciples
to himself, he said

to them, “Amen, | say &
to you, this poor
widow put in more
than all the other
contributors to the
treasury.” - MKk 12:43

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 19704

Our Mission

Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123
Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell




Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.
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Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic
Community & Friends (KCCF)
is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.
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If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society .
Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint 2228,
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete i 5!
with dedicated volunteers who participate in k@@
community outreach, helping to supply relief ™. =i -
to our neighbors in need. To help support

these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!

AT Rellicyioee,
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Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays January-May.
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Welcome! We’d love to have you

share in our faith and community. A
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a regis-
tered parishioner, please call us.

Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the main
church. All are welcome.
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When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please con-
tact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your in-
tentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a

priest, please contact the rectory.

The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your pray-
ers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these writ-
ten intentions in our daily prayers.

Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.
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We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00. O A
Please contact the rectory for more MEM I]RY

information. of Ve
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If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.
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Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the

Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is y
open to young people ages 15-25 and |
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact K&
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com




Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mark Rocha
Principal Emeritus: Mary Fran Chisholm
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
Pianist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

¥ INTENTIONS

Saturday, November 6
4:00pm: William & Gladys McGrail
Sunday, November 7
7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
9:00am: McHugh & Golen Families
11:15am: Jane Matyka/10th Anniversary
Monday, November 8
7:00am: Susan Ricard
Tuesday, November 9
7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
Thursday, November 11
7:00am: Gladys Duftley
Friday, November 12
7:00am: Sandra Pizzano
Saturday, November 13
4:00pm: Gerard & Helena Briere
Sunday, November 14
7:00am: Paula M. Haley
11:15am: Elizabeth Ann Melanchook

For the weekend of October 30-31

The Offertory amount was $7,255, Online Giving was
$1,365 which totals $8,620. Our weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $380.

Upcoming Special/Second Collections:
11/6—11/7: Saint Michael School
11/20—11/21: Retirement Fund for Religious
Thank you for your generosity!

The Lowe Down

Like many of you, [ am wondering when
the Covid precautions will end. I was
hoping that the mask recommendations
would end on November 1%, but that was
not to be the case.

The Massachusetts Department of Education and the Cath-
olic Schools Office extended the mask mandate for stu-
dents until January 15", This would allow 10 days or so
after the holiday travel before masks would be removed.
It is my plan to keep mask recommendations in the church
in sync with the school requirements. So, until January
15" the CDC, the MDE, the CSO and I recommend wear-
ing masks in church

Those who have done their research would point out that
masks can be suspended if 80% of the population is vac-
cinated. The Cardinal’s office has asked us not to try to
determine this. They feel that the vaccinated/unvaccinated
questions might divide congregations that already have
enough dividing issues.

President Biden met with Pope Francis last week. Many
voices in the Church see this as the last straw for Pope
Francis. I know that Catholic Social Media is blowing up
about it. | see it differently. We know that the Pope and
the President disagree on abortion. We also know, if we
are willing to acknowledge it, that they agree on so many
other human rights issues. Any book on Social Doctrine of
the Church would suggest that most of the Rebuild Better
bill is firmly in line with Catholic teaching.

Jesus often sat and ate with sinners. Why do some voices
in our church get so upset when the Pope does the same?
There is no person in this world without sin. Should none
of them come and speak to the Pope? Jesus told us not to
judge one another. We still struggle with this 2000 years
later.

Fr. Chris




PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING FALL CLASS SCHEDULE WITH GUEST

All parish and school volunteers MUST complete this very SPEAKER PEG HICKS
important awareness session once. If you have already tak-
en it, you do not need to re-take it. However if you have The Book of Ruth (in one session, 1 % hours) THIS
never taken this workshop, please plan on completing the MONDAY, November 8th @ 1:00 and 7:00 in the Church
training. The Archdiocese has many PCG workshops via hall. Read, study, and discuss this inspiring Old Testament
ZOOM scheduled through the end of the year. To check book, a love story that tells of King David’s amazing great
out the schedule and register, please go to virtusonline.org grandmother, and an ancestor of Jesus. This is a story of
and click on the “First-Time Registrant” icon on the left great loyalty, faithfulness and trust in God.
hand side of the home page. If you require additional infor-
mation or have questions, please contact the rectory The Infancy Narratives: The Birth of Jesus (in one ses-
Monday—Friday, 9am-4pm at 978-459-0713. sion, 1 7> hours) December 6th @ 1:00 and 7:00 in the
Church hall. The Gospels of Matthew and Luke present
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY the birth story of Jesus. Enrich your Advent prayer as we

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the explore the differences and similarities of these Scriptures,

Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they and what they tell us about who Jesus was/is.
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

Peg Hicks is a retired pastoral associate of the Boston
Archdiocese, who has taught at Merrimack College, Acade-
my of Notre Dame, and the Archdiocesan Institute of Min-
istry. She holds an MA (Pastoral Ministry) and a CAES
(teaching Scripture to adults) from Boston College.
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REQUESTS FOR HOLLY FAIR

The Holly Fair is looking for raffle
basket donations! If you’d like to
create a basket or item that can be
raffled off, we’d love to have it.

We’re also looking for donations of
new, unopened large/value size bags

of the following types of candy:
Gummy Bears, Sour Gummy
Worms, Jelly Beans, Starburst, Swedish Fish, Skittles,
M&M’s, Lollipops, and Gumballs.

Deadline is Monday, November 29th for both raffle items
and candy donations. I I I .A N K YO U
We’re also in need of a few volunteers to help break down V E I E R A N S

and clean up after the Fair is over on Saturday, Dec. 4th

from 3-4pm.Pl tact Pauline at 978-459-0713 i
ek o o o ormaion. =
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THE HOLLY FAIR
at Saint Michael Parish

Saturday, December 4th
10am—3pm
Saint Michael Church Hall
12 Sixth Street, Lowell

Shop for Christmas, Shop for Yourself, Shop for
Birthdays, Shop for Any Reason!

The Holly Fair is back after last year’s absence and
the church hall will be filled with over 35 amazing
vendors and unique, talented crafters!

We’ll have fun things for

the kids — FREE candy

cane, FREE Coloring &
FREE letter to Santa!

Food, Beverages &
Snacks available for
purchase!

o

Santa visits all day!

Over 30 raffle prizes
available to win!

BATTERY RECYCLING AVAILABLE
Reminder that the Green Team has made battery recycling
available for parishioners. Located in the church’s gather-

ing space, there is a lockbox for placement of your old,
used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D, 9 volt & “Button” batter-
ies). A donation of .25 cents per battery or a one-time $10
donation (for one year of battery recycling) is requested.

LIFT YOUR VOICES IN SONG!

Our Adult Choir:

We are eagerly inviting new members to join our Adult
Choir. We will train! The choir sings at the 11:15am Mass
on Sundays and rehearses Wednesday evenings at 7:00.

Our Youth Choir:

St. Michael’s Youth Choir resumes this week! We invite
children from our school and parish from Grades three
through eight to sing Sundays at the 9:00am Mass. Re-
hearsals are Wednesdays at 3:30pm at St. Michael School
in Mr. Houle’s music room.

Please feel free to speak to our church musician, Ernie
Houle, after weekend Masses, or email
ehoule@saint-michael.com.

Saint Michael Girls Soccer Team

Saint Michael School

Since 1889, a Tradition of Excellence and

Service

Early Childhood Education, Ages 3 & 4
Elementary School, Grades K-5
Middle School, Grades 6-7-8

Affordable Tuition and Financial Aid
Enrolling students throughout the year
Apply now for 2022: January 3, August 31

978-453-9511 https://school.saint-michael.com




2022 MASS BOOK
The Mass book for 2022 is now available to book Mass
Intentions for January 1—June 30, 2022. Please stop by or
contact the rectory; Mass Intentions are $10 each.

The rectory and Saint Mi-
chael School will be closed
on Thursday,
November 11 in
observance of
Veteran’s Day. God Bless
our veterans!

ud
Wi honor o8 who served

MASS OF HEALING
On Wednesday, November 10 at 4:00pm, a Mass of Heal-
ing will be celebrated at the Immaculate Conception
Church on East Merrimack Street in Lowell. Cancer suffer-
ers, family members and friends are welcome to pray for
comfort and strength, no matter what illness.

STILL AVAILABLE
Did you know that Fr. Chris is an author?
His book, “Catholic Social Teaching”, a
group reading guide, is on sale now at the
rectory for $6 per copy. Autographs are
free of charge! The rectory is open
Monday—Friday, 9-4.

2021-2022 GRAND ANNUAL
The new 2021-2022 Grand Annual letter has been mailed
to all parishioners, so keep an eye out for it! Grand Annual
envelopes can also be found in the back of the church or at
the rectory. Thank you in advance for your support and
generosity. So far the new, 2021-2022 Grand Annual has
reached 23% of our $100,000 goal.

ONLINE GIVING

Forget the checkbook and make tith-
ing simple for you and your family.
With Online Giving, you can give
back to your church whenever and
wherever with the simple click of a
button from your computer or smart
device. Look for the Online Giving
Online on our website homepage at
www.saint-michael.com to sign up!

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS
A Mass Card is a remem-
brance by which we offer a
Mass for the repose of the soul
of a deceased person or for the
intention of the living. A Spir-
itual Bouquet is an enrollment
by which we remember the
person at one Mass per week
for the year. Mass Cards are
$10 and Spiritual Bouquets are
$15; both are available at
the rectory.
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You shop. Amazon gives.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!

Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your

AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.

2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.

3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 2020 (the Feast of
Corpus Christi) to June 2022, uniting all Catholics as one

body of Christ. Join with family and friends in prayer,
promotion & participation.

Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.

Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucha-
rist by giving witness by talking to others about your be-
liefs.

Participation: If you would like to participate in the next
event, please send your email address to our Parish Coor-
dinator Mary Regan, skeedood 1 (@aol.com and details will
be sent to you.

MY DEEPEST
VOCATION IS
TO BE A

WITNESS TO
THE GLIMPSES
 OF.GOD | HAVE
~ BEEN ALLOWED
- TO CATCH.




Keep this page and bring it with you to the November 14 Sunday Mass ; it will assist in readings,
prayers and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!

First Reading: In those days, I Daniel, heard this word
of the Lord: "At that time there shall arise Michael, the
great prince, guardian of your people; it shall be a time un-
surpassed in distress since nations began until that time. At
that time your people shall escape, everyone who is found
written in the book. “Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake; some shall live forever, others shall
be an everlasting horror and disgrace. “But the wise shall
shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament, and those
who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever."

Responsorial Psalm: You are my inheritance, O Lord!

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters: Every priest
stands daily at his ministry, offering frequently those same
sacrifices that can never take away sins. But this one offered
one sacrifice for sins, and took his seat forever at the right
hand of God; now he waits until his enemies are made his
footstool. For by one offering he has made perfect forever
those who are being consecrated. Where there is forgiveness
of these, there is no longer offering for sin.

Gospel Reading: Jesus said to his disciples: "In those
days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling
from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
"And then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in the
clouds' with great power and glory, and then he will send
out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the end of the earth to the end of the sky. "Learn a
lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes tender
and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. In the
same way, when you see these things happening, know that
he is near, at the gates. Amen, I say to you, this generation
will not pass away until all these things have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away. "But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father."

Prayer to Saint Michael: St. Michael the Archangel, de-
fend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly
pray, and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

i K

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.

Nicene Creed: | believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisi-
ble. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catho-
lic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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