Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
October 2, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Michael Barry,
Robert Ndirangu, Pat White, Pauline Minch, Leon Grande,
Kathy Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Mike Wiroll, Joe Regan/Finance Liaison. Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy,
Anne Gallagher (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Anne Gallagher
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

The Lowe Down
It is not often that I am away from
the parish for 2 weekends in a
row. In fact, this may be the first
time in the three years that I have
been serving as Administrator
here. Fr. Augustine, Fr. Kevin and
Deacon Gerry are all available for
your spiritual needs in my absence. My sincere thanks to our Priests-in-residence
for stepping up to cover all the Masses during this
time away.
My South Carolina niece and nephew invited
me to join them at a do-nothing vacation in September. That didn’t happen due to some problems with
the location we were planning to stay in South Carolina. Searching for an alternative vacation became rather complicated with weddings, Council meetings
and other events.

Sunday, October 2
7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
9:00am: Roy F. Lovering
11:00am: Lucie Morrison/First Anniversary
Tuesday, October 4
7:00am: Francis Dumont
Friday, October 7
7:00am: Raymond & Annette Blanchette
Saturday, October 8
7:00am: Rose & George Inglis
4:00pm: Joanna Peroney
Sunday, October 9
7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael

For the weekend of September 24-25: The Offertory
amount totaled $5,817. The Online Giving total was
not available at the submission deadline. A complete
report for this weekend will be published in the next
bulletin. We appreciate your patience.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
October 1-2: Holy Father & Missionary Efforts and
Saint Michael School
October 15-16: Saint Michael Parish Grand Annual
October 22-23: World Mission Sunday
Thank you for your generous support!

I finally found a possibility and if you are reading this on Sunday morning, I am probably boarding a
7-day cruise. This is a solo cruise. It is rare that I do
not travel with anyone else. It will be a new experience for me. I have tickets to two shows on Broadway
in NYC on Friday and Saturday. I have also booked a
bucket list restaurant in New York City on Saturday
evening.
Many of you have commented that I look
tired. I admit to being exhausted. As soon as I sent
my letter in asking to be considered as pastor here, a
series of events happened here at the parish that created a lot of stress for me.
I ask for your prayers to help me refresh, relax
and renew. There have been too many sleepless nights
worrying about the school and the parish. There have
been too many weeks recently where I haven’t got my
days off. I need to get away and rest. God willing,
when I return next week, I will be refreshed and ready
to tackle the new problems opportunities that will be
waiting for me.
Fr. Chris

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, October 2nd
10:00am: RCIA/Church Hall
Monday, October 3rd
6:30pm: Saint Vincent de Paul District Meeting
Tuesday, October 4th
6:00pm: Adoration
Wednesday, October 5th
8:15am: School Mass
7:00pm: Adult Choir Practice
Thursday, October 6th
6:00pm: Franco American Day Committee Meeting
Saturday, October 8th
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation
6:00pm: Kenyan Mass

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13
-14/Lk 17:5-10
Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c/Lk 10:2537
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15/Lk
10:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 11:27-28

OBSERVANCES FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Respect Life Sunday; The Holy Guardian Angels
Tuesday: St. Francis of Assisi
Wednesday: Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest
Thursday: St. Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher,
Virgin
Friday: Our Lady of the Rosary

SVDP LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!
We are currently recruiting for new members to assist the
Society in its mission of offering service to those who are needy and suffering in the tradition of our founder,
Blessed Frederic Ozanam. The only
qualifications needed are compassion
and a desire to help the needy of our
parish community. We meet on the
second and fourth Mondays of the month in the parish hall.
Stop by and see what we're all about. For more information, contact Bob Ouellette at 781-856-6990.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

A Mass Card is a remembrance by
which we offer a Mass for the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual Bouquet is an
enrollment by which we remember the person at one Mass per
week for the year. Mass Cards are
$10 and Spiritual Bouquets are
$15; both are available at the rectory.

PARISH SUGGESTION BOX

Do you have a great idea or suggestion? If you do, make sure to write it
down and put it in our new suggestion
box located on the wall in the right
corner of the back of the church! Paper and pen provided; the box is
locked and you don’t even have to
include your name!

During the month of September, Hannah Elizabeth Melanchook, Hannah Jade Carreiro, Mia Janelle Carreiro, Maverick James Couillard, Elana Marie Jeffers and Selena Mariak Barach were baptized into our faith. By water and the
Holy Spirit, they have received the new gift of Life from
God. May He continue to pour out His Blessings upon
these children and their families.

HELP KEEP SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL
ALUMNI INFO UPDATED!

We're currently in the process of building an electronic database of Saint Michael School alumni, former/current faculty and staff. If you'd like to ensure you're included in all
SMS alumni information, updates, and events, please utilize the link https://forms.gle/9Um1GCsXToJwco2A8 or
scan the QR code below. Remember that you’re still an
alumni even if you didn’t graduate eighth grade from Saint
Michael School!

A NEW TRADITION?

Flying at the school for the month
of October is the memorial flag
for Fr. Chris' dad, Burleigh
Lowe. Mr Lowe served in the
European theater during World
War 2. He was a Staff Sergeant
in the Army Air Corps. His job
was maintaining and repairing
P52 fighters that were damaged in
combat. Whose flag will we fly

in November?

OUR PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

"Lord Jesus, heavenly Father, Holy
Spirit; thank you for the reception of the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. May it bring peace to those of
us who receive it. May it fill us with
every grace, blessing, and healing that
we need to be better imitators of Christ.
May it keep us and sustain us until we
next receive this sacrament. May it
help us to see you more and more in the
Eucharist."

LOOKING TO HIRE A MAINTENANCE
PERSON FOR THE PARISH
•
•

Full-time or part-time
• Flexible Hours
For more information
please contact Terry
at 978-459-0713 or
officemanager@saintmichael.com
BATTERY RECYCLING AVAILABLE

Located in the church’s gathering space, there is a lockbox
for placement of your old, used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D,
9 volt & “Button” batteries).
A donation of .25 cents per
battery or a one-time $10
donation (for one year of
battery recycling) is requested.

YEARLY CORI FORMS DUE NOW!

Criminal Offense Record Investigation (CORI) forms for
2022-2023 are available at the rectory, Monday-Friday
9am-4pm, as well as in the back of the church. The Archdiocese mandates that all parish employees and volunteers
MUST submit a CORI form yearly. Please remember to
bring a government-issued identification for verification
purposes and your CORI must be signed off by a member
of parish staff (priest, deacon or other staff). For New
Hampshire residents, please remember to complete a New
Hampshire CORI form.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM STARTS
NEXT MONTH!
Confirmation Program Year 1: Classes begin Sunday,
October 15th, 2022, from 3:30pm-5:00pm.
Confirmation Program Year 2: Classes begin Sunday,
October 15th, 2022, from 5:30pm-7:00pm.
Registrations were mailed, but you can register online at
www.saint-michael.com at Parish
Life, Religious Education Form. The
fee is $80, with a $160 family maximum. Confirmation students are required to attend all classes, complete
community service hours, and attend
a retreat each year. Additional information regarding these requirements
is available by calling or texting Ashley Melanchook at
978-996-6237
or
emailing
her
at
Ashley.mcanespie@gmail.com.

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING!

Forget the checkbook and make tithing simple for you.
With Online Giving, you can give back to your church
whenever and wherever with the simple click from your
computer or smart device. Look for the Online Giving
Online on our website homepage at www.saintmichael.com to sign up!

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

The 2023 Mass book will be opened on
Monday, October 31, 2022 for the first
half of the year (January 2023-June
2023). This will be your opportunity to
book an intention for the living or for the
repose of the soul of a deceased person.
The fee is $10; payable at the rectory,
Monday—Friday, 9am-4pm.

FRANCO-AMERICAN DAY COMMITTEE

The Franco-American Day Committee meets the first
Thursday of every month in the lower church at
6:00pm. Our goal is to keep our Franco-American Heritage
alive! You need not speak French but just have the desire
to help us plan and prepare activities for Franco-American
Week in June. These weeklong activities always coincide
with the Feast Day of St. John the Baptist. Again, your
ability to speak French isn’t necessary, just your willingness to help us celebrate our French heritage. If you are
interested to find out more information, please email Deacon Gerry or Trish Hardy at deacongerry@saintmichael.com.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

