Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
October 23, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Michael Barry,
Robert Ndirangu, Pat White, Pauline Minch, Leon Grande,
Kathy Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Mike Wiroll, Joe Regan/Finance Liaison. Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy,
Anne Gallagher (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Anne Gallagher
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

Saturday, October 22
7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
4:00pm: Gerald & Mary Lou Tellier/50th Wedding
Anniversary
Sunday, October 23
7:00am: Louise & Frank Masterson
Monday, October 24
7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
Tuesday, October 25
7:00am: Eldered Field/For Health

Wednesday, October 26
7:00am: Thomas Brennan/For Health
Thursday, October 27
7:00am: Suzanne Brennan/For Health
Friday, October 28
7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael
Sunday, October 30
7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

For the weekend of October 8-9: The Offertory
amount totaled $6,832.25 and Online Giving was
$1,440, which totals $8,272.25. Our weekly Offertory
Goal is $9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $727.75.
For the weekend of October 15-16: The Offertory
amount totaled $7,274 and Online Giving was $1,480,
which totals $8,754. Our weekly Offertory Goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $246.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
October 22-23: World Mission Sunday
Thank you for your generous support!

The Lowe Down
Every year in October, the Archdiocese asks us to count the number of
parishioners attending Mass. We do
this for 3 weeks and report the average.
This year, we are reporting an average of 482 parishioners in attendance
each weekend. That is up slightly from last year, but
still only about 2/3 of our pre-Covid numbers of 700
per weekend.
The breakdown, for those who are interested is as follows:
10/1-2

10/8-9

10/15-16

Average

% of
Capacity

4:00pm

75

75

84

78

13%

7:00am

51

56

61

56

9%

9:00am

89

80

148

106

17%

11:00am 64

119

111

98

16%

12:30pm 141

187

105

144

24%

Total

517

509

482

420

Last week, the Finance council presented our annual report to the parishioners. We spent more money
than we took in, fortunately we had money in savings
to cover those expenses. We have been doing a lot of
repairs and maintenance and we must slow down this
year to avoid getting into financial troubles in the future. Last year, we paid $49,903 for gas and electricity for the church and rectory. That is ½ of the Grand
Annual Collection. Utility rates are expected to increase dramatically this year. We are stable financially, but we must be very cautious with how we spend
your donations.
-------------------------------------------------------The last few Sundays of the year are called the Eschatological Sundays. Our readings will bring our
thoughts to the end times of our lives and of the world.
Fr. Chris
LOOKING TO HIRE A MAINTENANCE
PERSON FOR THE PARISH
• Full-time with benefits or parttime
• Flexible Hours
• For more information please contact Terry at 978-459-0713 or officemanager@saint-michael.com

SNEAKER & BOOT DRIVE TO BENEFIT
GREENHALGE SCHOOL STUDENTS
October 17th—November 5th

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, October 23rd
3:30-5:00pm: Confirmation Class/Year 1
5:30-7:00pm: Confirmation Class/Year 2
Monday, October 24th
6:00pm: Saint Vincent de Paul Meeting/Church Hall
Tuesday, October 25th
6:00pm: Adoration
7:00pm: Handbell Practice
Wednesday, October 26th
8:15am: School Mass
6:00pm: Alumni Committee/Church Hall
7:00pm: Adult Choir Practice
Friday, October 28th
6:00-8:00pm: SMS Junior High Dance/Church Hall
Saturday, October 29th
9:00-10:30am: PreK-Grade 8 Religious Ed/School
1:00-3:pm: Trunk or Treat/SMS
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 [7a]/2
Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14
Monday: Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 13:10-17
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Lk 13:18-21
Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14/Lk
13:22-30
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Lk 13:31-35
Friday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11
Next Sunday: Wis 11:22—12:2/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13,
14/2 Thes 1:11—2:2/Lk 19:1-10

OBSERVANCES FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Mission
Sunday; St. John of Capistrano, Priest
Monday: St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop
Friday: Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles

Donation boxes are located in
the Church and School for your
new and gently used sneakers
and snow boot donations,
which will benefit our neighbors—students attending the
Greenhalge School, which
serves 500 students in lower
Centralville, preschool through grade four, with 72% of the
student population
considered economically disadvantaged. Included is a high
number of students/families who are considered homeless,
as well as recent immigrants or refugees.
“Give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured
to you.”

OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH

“I would now like to say a special word to women who
have had an abortion. The Church is aware of the many
factors which may have influenced your decision, and she
does not doubt that it many cases it was a painful and even
shattering decision. The wound in your heart may not yet
have healed...But do not give in to discouragement and do
not lose hope...The Father of mercies is ready to give you
his forgiveness and his peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”
Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, no. 99

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
He is Here! He is Here! He is Here!
Please come to Him on Tuesday evenings from
6:00pm-7:00pm.
You’ve Got Troubles? Bring them to Him!
Congratulations to life-long parishioner James Timothy Aste, son of Renee and Steven
Aste! James recently attained the
rank of Eagle Scout and was
awarded his badge and medal at an
Eagle Scout Court of Honor, recently held in the church hall.
James began Cub Scouts in 2011
and his Boy Scout career in 2015
and has earned 28 badges over time. We wish James
well in his future endeavors!

A NEW TRADITION?

Flying at the school for the month of October
is the memorial flag for Fr. Chris' dad, Burleigh Lowe. Mr. Lowe served in the European
theater during World War 2. He was a Staff
Sergeant in the Army Air Corps. His job was
maintaining and repairing P52 fighters that were damaged
in combat. Whose flag will we fly in November?

NEW CLASS ON THE SACRAMENTS

Fr. Chris will presenting a 3 week class on the Sacraments
of the Catholic Church. There are a lot of misunderstandings, so expect a lively Q&A with each sacrament. Sessions will take place at 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM on November
8th, 15th and 22nd in the Church Hall.

OUR PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

"Lord Jesus, heavenly Father, Holy Spirit;
thank you for the reception of the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. May it bring
peace to those of us who receive it. May it
fill us with every grace, blessing, and healing
that we need to be better imitators of Christ. May it keep us
and sustain us until we next receive this sacrament. May it
help us to see you more and more in the Eucharist."

PARISH SUGGESTION BOX

Do you have a great idea or suggestion?
If you do, make sure to write it down
and put it in our new suggestion box located on the wall in the right corner of
the back of the church! Paper and pen
provided; the box is locked and you
don’t even have to include your name!

NEW 2022-2023 GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
In our first week we are at 7.3%
of our $110,000 goal!!
Grand Annual envelopes were mailed last week; if you
did not receive one, please contact the rectory to verify
your mailing address. Envelopes are also located in the
back of the church. Thank you for your generosity!

YEARLY CORI FORMS DUE NOW!

Criminal Offense Record Investigation (CORI) forms for
2022-2023 are available at the rectory, Monday-Friday
9am-4pm, as well as in the back of the church. The Archdiocese mandates that all parish employees and volunteers
MUST submit a CORI form yearly. Please remember to
bring a government-issued identification for verification
purposes and your CORI must be signed off by a member
of parish staff (priest, deacon or other staff). For New
Hampshire residents, please remember to complete a New
Hampshire CORI form.

“What’s it Like Being a Priest These Days”
It is sometimes sitting in a folding chair listening to your
school kids singing Christmas songs.
It is sometimes standing by the bedside of person drawing
their last breath in this life.
It is sometimes being amazed that you are holding the
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ at Mass.
It is sometimes feeling totally unworthy to do so.
It is sometimes being in the pulpit wondering if anyone is
listening.
It is sometimes being in the pulpit being very aware that
people are listening.
It is sometimes being the strong one in a room full of grieving people.
It is sometimes resting your head on your steering wheel
trying to collect yourself after such moments.
It is sometimes the joy of a baptism.
It is sometimes the sorrow of a funeral.
It is sometimes eating a great meal at a parishioner’s house.
It is sometimes getting to the end of the day trying to remember if you’ve eaten anything today.
It is sometimes the joy of helping the prodigal son come
home.
It is sometimes the sorrow of watching a defiant prodigal
son leave.
It is sometimes the hours of prayer which keep you afloat.
It is sometimes the pain of scandal which drags you down.
It is sometimes getting up and knowing you are stepping on
to a battlefield.
It is sometimes moments of incredible grace.
It is sometimes moments walking in the valley of death.
It is sometimes being respected.
It is sometimes being scorned.
It is sometimes speaking words of comfort.
It is sometimes speaking unwelcome words calling people
to conversion.
It is sometimes being praised for your service.
It is sometimes being called every name in the book for
telling the truth.
Lived correctly, it is always about being a servant in Persona Christi.
It is difficult but rewarding.
It is a constant call to give witness.
It is willingly being the poster child for being countercultural.
It is about dying to self intentionally every day.
It is about making God’s grace available as much as possible.
It is not for the thin-skinned or faint of heart.
It is not for the worldly and ambitious.
It is not a job or career.
It is a way of life.
I would have it no other way.

-Fr. Bill Peckman

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

The 2023 Mass book will be opened on
Monday, October 31, 2022 for the first
half of the year (January 2023-June
2023). This will be your opportunity to
book an intention for the living or for the
repose of the soul of a deceased person.
The fee is $10; payable at the rectory,
Monday—Friday, 9am-4pm.

MASS OF HEALING

On Wednesday, November 2, 2022 at 4:00pm a Mass of
Healing will be celebrated at the Immaculate Conception
Church on East Merrimack Street in Lowell. This Mass is
celebrated in honor of Saint Peregrine for cancer sufferers,
family members and friends, to pray for comfort and
strength, no matter what illness.

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING!

Forget the checkbook and make tithing simple for you.
With Online Giving, you can give back to your church
whenever and wherever with the simple click from your
computer or smart device. Look for the Online Giving
Online on our website homepage at www.saintmichael.com to sign up!

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

(978) 458-4851

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

(978) 458-6183
www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Jonathan Reeney

Wood Bros.
Flowers

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

978-454-8056

Shear Image
Hair Salon

(978) 452-8897

Owned and Operated By
Colleen (Finnegan) Dubuc and
Kathie (Lambert) Shepherd
1401 BRIDGE STREET • DRACUT

O’Donnell

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Celebrating over 135 years
of your trust.

(978) 458-8768

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Marc Poirier

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

C. Slowey McNiff LUZ GRANITE CORP

981 Varnum Ave., Lowell
(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.org

755 Lakeview Ave.
Lowell, MA 01850
P: 978.454.8877
info@lowellpawn.com

lowellpawn.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME
Bill Ames
bames@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6424

Book your next
event with us!

Weddings, showers, corporate
events, overnight getaways and more!

Gold
Silver
Diamonds
Watches
Cameras
& More!

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 453-1551

Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com
Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

B.P.B. Realty
Affordable
Apartments

Rooms | Studios | 1, 2, 3, 4 Bedrooms
To apply visit www.BPBrealty.com
P: 978-458-2552 F: 978-459-2209
bpbaptrentals@gmail.com
253 APPLETON STREET, LOWELL, MA 01852
MON-THU 9AM-5PM • CLOSED FRIDAYS • LUNCH 12:30-1PM

521 Merrimack St. • Lowell, MA 01854
(978) 454-3411 • (978) 256-9111
www.flowers-by-albert.com
David P. Descoteaux
Owner

uml.edu/icc
978.934.6920

50 Warren St. • Lowell, MA

Home and Auto Insurance
Mention this ad and receive 10% off food

Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

Jean Calhoun, Licensed Insurance Agent
P 603-968-5793 • C 978-675-9376
jcalhoun@HealthMarkets.com

www.HealthMarkets.com/icalhoun

978-208-7606 • 978-710-6929
contactus@leslieinsurancema.com
www.leslieinsurancema.com

564 Bridge St, Lowell, MA 01850
(800) 328-8797 | DCU.org
Mon–Wed: 9am-5pm
Thurs & Fri: 9am-7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm Sun: Closed

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Michael Church, Lowell, MA 03-1186

