Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
October 25, 2020

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday.
Holy Days: 7am, 9am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday at
12:30pm. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)

is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.
Baptisms are usually held at 2pm on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays 3:30-5 or 5;30-7pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in May; Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread at all Masses
on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionists: Ann Anderson, Holly Ferreira

Saturday, October 24

7:00am: Eduardo Perez
4:00pm: Edward & Nancy Callery

Sunday, October 25

7:00am: Kathleen Spinney
9:00am: James E. Dowling

Tuesday, October 27

7:00am: Patrick Cannon

Wednesday, October 28
7:00am: Danny Degan

Thursday, October 29

7:00am: Frank & Martha Welch

Friday, October 30

7:00am: Patrick Cannon

Saturday, October 31

7:00am: Celestine “Sally” Healey
4:00pm: Irene Flynn/First Anniversary

Sunday, November 1

9:00am: Ernest & Mary Hogan
11:15am: Jane Matyka

The Lowe Down
Several weeks ago, I expressed deep
concern about the offertory vs. our
current expenses. I am pleased to say
that the offertory has picked up (thank
you!) and I believe that we can avoid
any layoffs at this time. We are not
completely out of the woods. The
finance council is weighing in on
some options, but we are looking
much better right now. One big change is a complete stop
on any optional spending. We will only be spending nonbudget money on items related to your safety. The rugs at
the bottom of the grand stairway are becoming a trip hazard
and must be addressed. That will happen soon and at the
lowest possible cost to do it correctly.

The Grand Annual is off to a great start with over $30,000
already deposited in just 3 weeks. My hand is getting
cramps signing the thank you letters, and I don’t mind that
at all. Keep sending the money and I’ll sign letters until
I’m unable to sign anymore.
------------------------------------------------------------------On the evening of Monday the 19th, several members of our
Kenyan Community were welcomed into the church. Normally this would have happened at the Easter Vigil service
but since that was limited to just the absolutely necessary
people, they did not receive their sacraments at that
time. One of our visiting priests celebrated the Mass in
Swahili and brought them into our church. Congratulations
to all of our new members!
On Saturday the 31st (yes, Halloween) at 7:00 PM, we will
be holding the annual Mass of Remembrance. We have
invited families who have lost a member this year to join us
for Mass and a candle memorial moment. This Mass
counts as a weekend Mass and all are most welcome to attend.
Looking towards the future….

Please be advised that you can drop off your offertory envelopes/donations at the rectory by placing them in the drop box
on the rectory’s back door that faces the parking lot. Checks
can also be mailed to 543 Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850. You
can sign up for Online Giving, which can be found on our website, www.saint-michael.com. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click on the "Online Giving" icon. Detailed instructions
will follow. Online giving may be cancelled at any time.

For the weekend of Oct. 17-18: The Offertory amount
was $5.345; Online Giving was $1,329, totaling
$6,674 Our weekly Offertory goal is $9,000, leaving
us a goal shortage of $2,326 The second collection
was for World Mission Sunday; $10 was collected.
Thanks for your continued support and generosity!

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society has decided not to have
their Mass of Sharing this year. It was a difficult decision
for them to forego this tradition, but it seemed like the best
decision to them.
There will be a Mass on Thanksgiving morning and the
schedule for Christmas Masses is under a great deal of discussion. More on this soon…
Fr. Chris

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
Many thanks to those that volunteered
last Saturday to help clean the
church...we had 20 people dusting, polishing and cleaning! Our beautiful church
is now sparkling clean.

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE ON OCTOBER 31

ARE YOU A VOLUNTEER? IF YES, YOU NEED
TO COMPLETE A CORI FORM!

The annual Mass of Remembrance is moving to a new time
this year. Join us on Saturday, October 31st @ 7:00 PM for
this Mass. We will remember all those who have died
since last November 1st with a candle lighting ceremony. Families of the deceased will be getting an invitation. Parishioners are most welcome at this Mass. It does
count as the weekend obligation.

CORI forms must be completed annually by all parish
volunteers; currently we only have a third of completed
CORI’s. Please stop by the rectory Monday—Friday,
9:00am-4:00pm to complete your CORI form. Please
remember to bring a valid form of ID.

We are moving the monthly baptisms to Saturday at
2:00pm. We need to free the baptism time on Sunday so the
Mass in Swahili can take place all weekends of the
month. If we did not, the "combined Mass" would overflow and we would have to turn people away.

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE
The latest total of the 2020-2021 Grand Annual prior
to publication is….

36%

Thank you so very much for your generosity and
financial support of our $100,000 goal!

2020 CATHOLIC APPEAL

The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 6 (the 2021 Feast of Corpus
Christi), uniting all Catholics as one body of Christ.
Join with family and friends in prayer, promotion and
& participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: We will be having a Zoom meeting on
Monday, October 26 at 7:30pm. If you would like to participate, please send your email address to our Parish Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details
will be sent to you.

Update: The 2020 assessment for Saint Michael Parish
is $37,110. Currently 114 donors have responded, raising $22,837 or 62% of this amount. Remember that the
parish is responsible for paying any shortfall between
the assessment and monies raised.
Due to the shutdown of
Churches for COVID-19, parishes were unable to launch
the 2020 Catholic Appeal this
past March with an in-pew
presentation. However, as the
work of our Church has continued amidst the pandemic,
the more than 50 ministries
funded by the Catholic Appeal are in need now more
than ever. The success of the Appeal is vital in funding
these ministries that provide assistance to our parishes,
schools, and communities in a variety of ways. Please consider making your gift to the 2020 Catholic Appeal in one
of the following ways: If you receive a letter or email, respond using the pledge card or donation options. Or visit
bostoncatholicappeal.org to give online

SCHOOL BUZZ
Here I am again, Mary E. Elias,
principal of Saint Michael
School.

SAY NO TO ROE

The state legislature has extended the session until January
5th, 2021. Please remind the members of the Joint Committee on Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of abortion
in Massachusetts. Please call the Committee at 617-7222396 and let them know you are opposed to H3320/S1209
– the ROE legislation. Every telephone call helps. Remember these bills would remove:
• The requirement that young girls obtain consent before
an abortion
• The requirement that efforts be made to save a living
baby who survives abortion
• The requirement that late term abortions be performed
in hospitals
• And the bills would allow abortion on demand for all
nine months of pregnancy.
For more information about how the ROE legislation would
expand abortion in MA, go to www.macatholic.org. Thank
you!

BOOK OF PRAYERS
The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

A Mass Card is a remembrance by
which we offer a Mass for the repose of
the soul of a deceased person or for the
intention of the living. A Spiritual Bouquet is an enrollment by which we remember the person at one Mass per
week for the year. Mass Cards are $10
and Spiritual Bouquets are $15; both are
available at the rectory.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEEDS
NEW MEMBERS!!

The Society would like to take this opportunity to thank the
members of our parish community for your continued
financial support which allows us to serve the needy of our
parish. We are currently recruiting for new members to assist the Society in its mission of offering service to those
who are needy and suffering in the tradition of our founder,
Blessed Frederic Ozanam. The only qualifications needed
are compassion and a desire to help the needy of our parish
community. For further information, contact Bob Ouellette
at 781-856-6990.

It was a busy summer. We had
lots of preparations for our students to return to school since
March. We moved our Nurse’s
Room to what was our Faculty
Room, equipped with whatever
we need for the wellness of all.
Our Conference Room was transposed into our Faculty
Room for that other place for the teachers and staff to enjoy
their lunches.
Many PPE supplies were purchased for sanitization purposes along with personal desk dividers for that extra safeguard for all our students. We have added personal space
signage all over the building to remind everyone of social
distancing and to use hand sanitizers as much as possible.
We even purchased lockers for Grades 1-8 students to keep
their personal belongings separate from one another. Every
classroom is equipped with a live streaming tool from
Google Meet which allows those few students to be remote
learners each day.
We are pleased that the month of September went well. Our
first fundraiser was held through our Brochure Drive. We
aren’t sure yet, but we feel it was successful. We even had
our first Snack Day Sale, not Bake Sale Day, for the extra
precaution of having store bought, prepackaged individually wrapped goodies for safety reasons. Also, for those students who like to take chances, we still had the infamous
Raffle.
I am so grateful for our super students, great teachers, staff
and Fr. Chris. A very appreciative thank you for helping
our school get ready for September. Let me also thank our
parents who have been very supportive and cooperative
during these challenging times.
Being a TEAM is the only way to go!
Until next month for more “SCHOOL BUZZ.”
-Mary E. Elias
“Start by doing what's necessary; then do
what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible. “
Francis of Assisi

Are you or someone you know looking for a
school that provides PreK-3 & PreK-4 education?
Look no further than Saint Michael School!
Compare our low tuition to day care rates! Call
the school at 978-453-9511 for more information.

Needed: Older but serviceable flat screen TVs
If you are upgrading your TV, the rectory and church both
need your older 32" or larger flat screen TV. We only need
2 but they need to have an HDMI input and they do have to
be in good working condition. Please contact Fr. Chris at
the rectory if you have one that you would like to donate.

LIGHT A CANDLE

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Calculating Love
Have you ever Googled the word “love”? If you did you
may have come across something called the Love Calculator. It is a website where you can supply two names, and
the percentage chance of a successful relationship is calculated. Curious, I entered my name and my wife’s. Twenty
percent! I hope my wife doesn’t read this!
I then decided to add my name and God. A whopping thirteen percent! Then for the last attempt, I put in my name
and Jesus. A very disappointing zero percent! Am I that
unlovable? Of course, then I read the small print at the bottom of the page: “Please note that this site has no serious
intention whatsoever.” Shocking!
The truth is, the modern world increasingly seems to have
no real idea what love is or how to determine when love is
real. That makes the seemingly simple words of Jesus about
loving God and your neighbor very complex indeed. How
can you love God with your all your heart, soul, and mind
when you have no idea what the act of loving means? And
then, what constitutes loving a neighbor? To make it more
complicated, Jesus commands you to love them like you
love yourself. I bet you can agree with me that there are a
lot of people out there who do not even come close to loving themselves. Knowing what love is in modern times is
just not that easy. How is a well-meaning person able to
find out the true meaning of love?
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Two stands of candles in the
Sanctuary are there for you to
light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask
that at least a $1 donation be
offered for each candle that
you light, which helps us
defray the cost of the candle.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to Mass NEXT weekend; it will assist in readings, prayers
and responses. Please do not leave in pews—remember to take it home!
First Reading: I, John, saw another angel come up from

the East, holding the seal of the living God. He cried out in
a loud voice to the four angels who were given power to
damage the land and the sea, “Do not damage the land or
the sea or the trees until we put the seal on the foreheads of
the servants of our God.” I heard the number of those who
had been marked with the seal, one hundred and forty-four
thousand marked from every tribe of the children of Israel.
After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one
could count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing
white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. They
cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation comes from our God,
who is seated on the throne, and from the Lamb.” All the
angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures. They prostrated themselves before
the throne, worshiped God, and exclaimed:
“Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
honor, power, and might be to our God forever and ever. Amen." Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me,
“Who are these wearing white robes, and where did they
come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you are the one who
knows.” He said to me, “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.”

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, this is the people that longs to
see your face.

Second Reading: Beloved: See what love the Father has

bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God.
Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children
now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do
know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope based on
him makes himself pure, as he is pure.

Gospel Reading: When Jesus saw the crowds, he went

up the mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples
came to him. He began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed
are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute
you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because
of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in
heaven.”

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LIMITED AMOUNT OF MISSALS FOR SALE

The missals that we use in the pew each year have come in
for next year. These go into effect on November 29th,
2020. We reduced our order to the minimum allowed, so
we have 50 available for sale. You can purchase your own
missal and bring it in with you each week for Mass. Our
cost is about $6.50 each delivered, so we are offering them
to you at $7.00. These missals are available at the rectory
Monday - Friday from 9-4.

