Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
September 13, 2020

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11:15am
Holy Days: 7am, 9am & 7pm.
Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili the first three Sundays of
each month. The contact for the Kenyan Catholic

Community & Friends (KCCF)
is Chairman Robert Ndirangu,
rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or whats app.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society chapter, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please contact the
rectory.

Saint Michael School, founded in 1889
Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9am-10:30am, Sept-May. High school students meet
Sundays from 6pm-8pm, Jan-May. First Communion is
usually celebrated in May and Confirmation in the fall.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

by the Dominican Sisters, is a private
Catholic School dedicated to academic
excellence from Pre-School (ages 3-4)
through Grade 8 and is a fully accredited
Catholic elementary school by the Archdiocese of Boston Department of Education
and the NEASC (New England Association of Schools /
Colleges). 21 Sixth St, Lowell 978-453-9511
If you are a Saint Michael School Alumni please keep
in touch by making sure we have your updated information.
Please visit www.school.saintmichael.com and click on the
ALUMNI tab on the homepage. Don’t have online access?
Call the school at 978-453-9511!
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread and Wine at
all Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.
SMYLE (Saint Michael Youth
Leadership), our Youth Group, is
open to young people ages 15-25 and
meets at least twice a month for
unique and fun faith-based activities.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining SMYLE or would
like more information, please contact
Ashley Melanchook at
SMYLE@saint-michael.com.
Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Mary E. Elias
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Music Director: Jackie Thurrott
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Facilities Manager: Charlie Nutt
School Bookkeeper: Liz Homem
Organist: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks
Parish Receptionist: Ann Anderson

Saturday, September 12
4:00pm: Ed Sullivan
4:00pm: Robert Nickerson

Sunday, September 13

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael
9:00am: John T. Golden
11:15am: Intentions for Shaley Nolan

Thursday, September 17

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Friday, September 18
7:00am: Regina Pigeon

Saturday, September 19

4:00pm: John & Josephine Markiewicz

The Lowe Down
For part of this week and next weekend, I
will be away from the parish on my annual
retreat. A priest is required to take a retreat
every year to renew, refresh and rest. I
will be away from the parish from 9/169/21. During the week, the daily Masses will be covered
by our usual team of priests who help out. The weekend of
the 19th & 20th, Fr. Richard O’Brien will be taking all the
Masses.
-------------------------------------------------------If all goes according to plan, Saint Michael’s School
will be opening on Monday the 14th. We will be welcoming
over 200 children for: in classroom, full day education. I
know that our principal, Mary Elias, and her team have
been working hard over the summer, dealing with all the
changes, reversals, and new instructions from the Catholic
Schools Office and Lowell and State government. It has
been a particularly grueling summer for the school team,
but they have worked tirelessly in getting the school compliant and ready to open. I offer a big Kudo and Thank You
to Mary and her staff.
--------------------------------------------------------Our Kenyan brothers and sisters will rejoin us at the
12:30 Mass on Sunday. They were hoping that the church
would be more open and not limited to 50 pews. With a
hard cap of 240 people in the church, their typical 250-300
attendees could be a problem. They have solved that by
setting up a Zoom Mass so not everyone has to be in the
building. They have also suspended their usual social gathering after the Mass. I am so pleased that after 6 months,
our parish family is complete once again.

Fr. Chris
COMMUNION TO HOMEBOUND
RESUMES
Extraordinary Ministers can now resume
bringing communion to the homebound
providing that the household they are
visiting is free of Covid-19.

Please be advised that you can drop off your offertory envelopes/donations at the rectory by placing them in the drop box
on the rectory’s back door that faces the parking lot. Checks
can also be mailed to 543 Bridge St., Lowell, MA 01850. You
can sign up for Online Giving, which can be found on our website, www.saint-michael.com. Scroll to the bottom of the page
and click on the "Online Giving" icon. Detailed instructions
will follow. Online giving may be cancelled at any time.

Due to an early publishing deadline, the Offertory
information for the weekend of September 5-6 will be
published in the September 20 edition of the bulletin.
Thanks for your continued support and generosity!

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL REOPENS
SEPTEMBER 14

Monday, September 14 will
be the start of the first day from
7:45-2:15 and Extended Day
services will be provided. A
reminder that each child must
bring his/her own lunch from
home each day.

CORI FORM WEEKEND

This weekend, September 12th and 13th, after all the
Masses, we ask all parish volunteers to stop at the back of
the church to fill out their annual CORI forms. Staff members and volunteers will be there to assist you in filling
them out. Please remember to bring a valid form of ID.

REMINDERS OF SOCIAL DISTANCING
· We are not allowed to have paper in the pews. If you
bring it in, you must take it out.
· Please follow the arrows at all times
· Please drop your collection in the 2 boxes labeled
“Offertory” in the back of the church on your way in or out.

· Please remember that there is no congregational singing at
this time.
· Please remember that there is no sign of peace at this
time. Offering a sign of peace during the Lamb of God is
not appropriate.
· Please follow the instructions of the ushers for communion
· Please follow the arrows upon exiting. The side rows go
first, starting with the back, then the center aisle starting at
the front

· We disinfect the church after each Mass
· There are signup sheets in the back to be notified if we
discover a case of Covid-19 at a specific Mass.

2020 CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE
The real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist will be
celebrated across the world from June 14 (the 2020 Feast
of Corpus Christi) to June 6 (the 2021 Feast of Corpus
Christi), uniting all Catholics as one body of Christ.
Join with family and friends in prayer, promotion and
& participation.
Prayer: Each day commit to praying an additional 15
minutes, including Mass, Adoration, grace before meals
and bedtime prayer.
Promotion: Share your faith in the true presence of the
body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist by giving witness by talking to others about your beliefs.
Participation: We will be scheduling a Zoom meeting
with those who would like to be a part of the “Year of the
Eucharist.” Please send your email address to our Parish
Coordinator Mary Regan, skeedood1@aol.com and details
will be sent to you.

Due to the shutdown of Churches for COVID-19, parishes
were unable to launch the 2020 Catholic Appeal this past
March with an in-pew presentation. However, as the work
of our Church has continued amidst the pandemic, the more
than 50 ministries funded by the Catholic Appeal are in
need now more than ever. The success of the Appeal is vital in funding these ministries that provide assistance to our
parishes, schools, and communities in a variety of ways.
Please consider making your gift to the 2020 Catholic Appeal in one of the following ways: If you receive a letter or
email, respond using the pledge card or donation options.
Or visit bostoncatholicappeal.org to give online
Every gift, regardless of the size, is meaningful and can
make an impact. Your participation in our parish Appeal is
very much appreciated by our parish and the thousands that
are served through the Archdiocesan Central Ministries.
This is our Church and when you support the Appeal,
you support us!

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they
be kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

This easy and popular fundraiser for Saint Michael School
has gone digital! Just download the app on your phone or
iPad and scan your receipt within 14 days of purchase. If
you cannot download the app, please drop your receipts in
the collection boxes located at the church gathering space.
Unexpired traditional (clipped) Box Tops can still be submitted as well. Thanks for your support!

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have
a SVDP Society chapter, complete
with many dedicated volunteers who
participate in community outreach that
helps supply relief to our neighbors in
need. To help support these efforts,
please remember to deposit your donation in one of the boxes in the
gathering space.

BOOK OF PRAYERS
The Book of Prayers is located
on the side altar in front of the
Blessed Mother statue. You’re
invited to write your prayers,
hopes and needs in this book,
and as a parish family, let us
remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.

THIS
WEEKEND
PARISH
TAG SALE
Sat, Sept. 12th, 8-3
Sun., Sept. 13th, 8-1
Lots of great items! Kids
Clothing, Toys, Small Appliances, KnickKnacks, Sports
Equipment, Wall Hangings,
Frames, Winter Coats,
Books & More!
All items will be marked with price.
Cash only. Masks required.

CHURCH HALL

Are you or someone you know looking for a
school that provides PreK-3 & PreK-4 education?
Look no further than Saint Michael School!
Compare our low tuition to day care rates! Call
the school at 978-453-9511 for more information.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS UPDATE

The stained glass windows that were shipped out for repair
a few weeks ago will be in soon! Unfortunately donations
for the stained glass window repair have come to a halt; the
bill will soon be due with only a third of the funds necessary to pay it. It would be wonderful if more could donate
to this endeavor.

LIGHT A CANDLE

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Should I Stay or Should I Go?
Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure
out the next step to take in our journey. We can even become immobilized by indecisiveness and fear about making
the wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I think of
the song, Should I Stay, or Should I Go, as a mantra for
many times in my life. Should I stay in this house, this job,
or this car? Should I go here or there? When those times of
decision surface, I usually turn to my wife, my friends, or
even my children. Talking it out can help, and their perspectives give me more data to consider. When I lean on
others to help me make a decision, it helps me become
more confident in my choices.
Discerning the will of God is not easy either. Rarely do we
understand God’s calling clearly at first. God’s calling is
always more easily discerned within a community of faithful disciples. Our stewardship way of life can suffer greatly
if we refuse to allow others to assist us in the process of
discernment. What gifts or talents are needed for the task at
hand? Where do I fit best into God’s plan? Where is God
leading me? No one should have to decide the answers to
these questions alone. We need to always lean on the Body
of Christ to help us see the path that God has laid before us.
Without a little help along the journey, over time we might
find ourselves stuck in the same place where we started.

– Tracy Earl Welliver
©LPi

Two stands of candles in the
Sanctuary are there for you to
light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask
that at least a $1 donation be
offered for each candle that
you light, which helps us
defray the cost of the candle.

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

New! Clip this page and bring it with you to Mass NEXT weekend (September 19th &
20th)...it will assist you in readings, prayers and responses.
If you bring this page to Mass, please remember to
take it home with you; any that are left behind in the
pews will result in the discontinuation of this guide.

First Reading: Seek the LORD while he may be found,

call him while he is near. Let the scoundrel forsake his
way, and the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the
LORD for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways my ways, says the LORD. As high as the heavens are
above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and
my thoughts above your thoughts.

Response for Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is near for
all those who call upon him.

Second Reading: Brothers and sisters: Christ will be

magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to
me life is Christ, and death is gain. If I go on living in the
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. And I do not know
which I shall choose. I am caught between the two. I long
to depart this life and be with Christ, for that is farbetter.
Yet that I remain in the flesh is more necessary for your
benefit. Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the
gospel of Christ.

Gospel Reading:

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about
nine o’clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off.
And he went out again around noon, and around three
o’clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o’clock, the
landowner found others standing around, and said to them,
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They answered,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go
into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and
give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with
the first.’ When those who had started about five o’clock
came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first
came, they thought that they would receive more, but each
of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us,
who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to one of
them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is
yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same
as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last
will be first, and the first will be last.”

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

