Saint Michael Parish
One Parish. One School. One Faith Community.
September 18, 2022

Our Mission
Rooted in our sacramental celebrations of the Eucharist, we seek to shape our future in a positive way through
our parish school, religious education, youth ministry programs and numerous Christian services. While
maintaining a strong sense of Catholic tradition, we look for ways to revitalize our Christian values through
more openness to God's word and our gospel call to love God and neighbor. Trusting in the Holy Spirit, we
seek new ways of being a church for members, active or not, as well as reaching out to the wider community.

Mass Schedule
Monday-Saturday at 7am. Weekends: Saturday at 4pm, Sunday at 7am, 9am & 11am
12:30pm Mass in Swahili every Sunday except for the fourth Sunday of each month,
which is a joint Mass at 11am
Holy Days: 7am & 7pm

Rectory: 543 Bridge Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-459-0713 Fax: 978-453-1123

Religious Education Phone: 978-459-0713 Saint Vincent de Paul Society: 978-459-1770
Email: saintmichaels@comcast.net Website: www.saint-michael.com Facebook: Saint Michael Parish
Rectory Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm

School: 21 Sixth Street, Lowell, MA 01850 Phone: 978-453-9511 Fax: 978-454-4104
Email: sms@saint-michael.com Website: www.school.saint-michael.com Facebook: St. Michael School Lowell

Below is useful information about our parish.
You can contact the Rectory at 978-459-0713
or saintmichaels@comcast.net.

Baptisms are usually held at 1pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Parents must attend one class prior to baptism
date. Godparents must be Catholics who have received the
sacraments of baptism, first communion & confirmation.
Please contact one month in advance to schedule.

If you’d like to be married at Saint Michael’s, please
contact us one year prior to your wedding. Couples must
meet with the priest prior to confirming a date.

Saint Michael is home to a vibrant, faith-filled Kenyan
community, with Mass in Swahili every Sunday (except for
the fourth Sunday) of the month at 12:30pm. The contact
for the Kenyan Catholic Community
& Friends (KCCF) is Chairman Robert Ndirangu at rondimbu@gmail.com or
260-804-9444 via text or WhatsApp.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Saint Michael Parish is blessed to have a Saint
Vincent de Paul Society conference, complete
with dedicated volunteers who participate in
community outreach, helping to supply relief
to our neighbors in need. To help support
these efforts, please remember to deposit your donation in
one of the boxes at the entrance of the church. Thank you!
Welcome! We’d love to have you
share in our faith and community.
Welcome packets are at the entrance
of the church. To become a registered parishioner, please call us.
Join us for Adoration every
Tuesday 6-7pm in the day
chapel. All are welcome.

Religious Ed classes for grades K-8 are held on Saturdays
from 9-10:30am, Sept-April. High school students meet
Sundays, January-April.

When you are sick or have scheduled surgery, please contact us. This is the Sacrament formerly known as Last Rites.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, formerly known as
Confession, is available every Saturday from 3pm-3:30pm
in the church. If you would like to meet face-to-face with a
priest, please contact the rectory.
Are you homebound and would like to receive
communion on a temporary or permanent basis? Let us
know so we can send an Extraordinary Minister to you.

If you are attending Mass & require a low gluten (0.02%) host,
we’re happy to help. Please speak with the priest or sacristan to
make arrangements prior to Mass.

Are you an adult and would like to become a member of the
Catholic faith? Contact the rectory about the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Two stands of candles in the Sanctuary are
there for you to light as a symbol of your intentions and prayers. We ask that at least a $1
donation be offered for each candle that you
light, which helps us defray the cost of the candle.
The Book of Prayers is located on the
side altar in front of the Blessed Mother
statue. You’re invited to write your prayers, hopes and needs in this book, and as a
parish family, let us remember these written intentions in our daily prayers.
We invite parishioners to give an
offering for the Bread & Wine at all
Masses on a given weekend. The
offering for this memorial is $75.00.
Please contact the rectory for more
information.

Your Parish Pastoral Council members are: Michael Barry,
Robert Ndirangu, Pat White, Anne Travierso, Peggy Kane,
Kathy Whitney/Chairperson, Laura Warren/Secretary, Darrin Berard, Margaret Janas, Marylse Sime, Colleen Dubuc,
Gina DeLucia, Midge Landry, John Cheboryot, Joe Regan/
Finance Liaison). Ex Official: Deacon Gerry Hardy, Anne
Gallagher (School Principal) & Fr. Chris Lowe.

Deadline for Bulletin Submissions: Mondays at Noon,
except during Advent, Lent, or the week of a holiday.
Email submissions to pminch@saint-michael.com

Saint Michael Parish
Administrator: Rev. Christopher Lowe
Priest In Residence: Fr. Augustine Emeh
Priest In Residence: Fr. Kevin Sakwe Nanje
Deacon: Gerry Hardy
School Principal: Anne Gallagher
Religious Education Director: Nicole Walsh
Development Director: Pauline A. Minch
Parish Office Manager/Bookkeeper: Terry Georgopoulos
Director of Music Ministries: Ernie Houle
Parish/Religious Ed Secretary: Mary Brooks

The Lowe Down
With the return of the children to the
school, the routine of the parish
changes to another gear. So far, the
Parish Council, the Finance Council,
the PTO and the PTO Advisory
Board have all met; all trying to
move the parish and school forward
this year.
Of course, with school halfway into its first
month, Miss Gallager and I have had our share of
phone calls, emails, and meetings with concerned parents about one matter or another. This is all pretty
normal stuff, but it does take its toll on getting day-today duties done.
--------------------------------------------

Sunday, September 18

7:00am: Regina Pigeon
11:00am: Jeanne Whitney

Tuesday, September 20

7:00am: Friends of Saint Michael

Friday, September 23

7:00am: Parishioners of Saint Michael

Sunday, September 25

9:00am: Eleanor McGuire
11:00am: Al Kostka/Tenth Anniversary

For the weekend of September 3-4: The Offertory
amount totaled $6,324; Online Giving was $1,660,
which totals $7,984. Our weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $1,016.
For the weekend of September 10-11: The Offertory
amount totaled $6,044; Online Giving was $1,240,
which totals $7,284. Our weekly Offertory goal is
$9,000, leaving us with a shortage of $1,716.
Upcoming Second/Special Collections:
September 17-18: Clergy Health & Retirement Trust
September 24-25: Catechetical and
Subscribe to The Pilot
Thank you for your generous support!

We are still looking for a part-time or full-time
maintenance person for the parish. I’m devoting 5-10
hours a week towards fixing things. Other priests tell
me that I am crazy to do this, but if it is broken, it
needs to be fixed. There is nobody else to do this
work right now. We are also incurring costs for those
things that I cannot fix. Contractors are not cheap and
are often difficult to schedule.
Several summer projects have wrapped.
You’ve seen pictures in the bulletin of the new fence
and guardrail at the bank lot, the new recycle area and
the new church hall bathroom countertops. The rectory
boiler replacement project has been completed. The
city has signed off on the project and we are waiting
for insurance company and fire marshal inspections
before we can use it.
-------------------------------------------See elsewhere in this bulletin, the report from
Canning Liturgical. They have determined that they
could restore the painting on the walls of our
church. Now we need to get quotes and see if this is
worth pursuing.
Fr. Chris
This is the last weekend you can purchase tickets
for the Saint Michael School’s 100th Building
Anniversary Dinner Dance to be held on Saturday,
September 24th, 6:00pm—10:00pm at Lenzi’s,
Route 110, Dracut. Tickets are $55 each and
include a buffet dinner, cocktail hour, cash bar,
music, dancing and memorabilia table. Don’t miss
out on this fun milestone event! Tickets sold before
and after this weekend’s Masses.

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL
Principal’s Update

Here’s a quick look at what’s going on this week!
Sunday, September 18th
7:30am-10:30am: Community Table/Church Hall, Kitchen
10:00-12:00pm: Kenyan Parish Council/Church Hall
7:00pm: PPC Nominations Due
Tuesday, September 20th
6:00pm: Adoration
6:00pm-10:00pm: Cornhole League
Wednesday, September 21st
6:00pm: Dinner Dance Alumni Meeting/Church Hall
7:00pm: Adult Choir Practice/Church
Saturday, September 24th
9:00am-10:30am: PreK-Grade 8 Religious Ed/School
10:00am-4:00pm: Private Rental/Church Hall
3:00pm-3:30pm: Reconciliation/Church
4:00pm: PPC Elections at Mass
5:00-6:00pm: Private Rental Decorating/Church Hall

What a great start to the school year! A big thank you to the
teachers and staff for all their hard work preparing the classrooms for the new school year. Throughout the last two
weeks, I have visited classrooms and seen some fantastic
work. PreK-4 were painting rainbow fish with watercolors
and this week first grade was learning about their family
and being part of God's family. Eighth grade led us in the
school mass and did a wonderful job leading us in prayer.
We have had many parents interested in volunteering, in
order to do so, please complete your yearly CORI and complete the Protecting God's Children course online. We are
still looking for volunteers to help out in our
library or the classrooms. I wanted to
take this opportunity to
thank you all for the
warm welcome, and I
look forward to working with you throughout the year.
Anne Gallagher
Principal

MASS CARDS & SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS

A Mass Card is a remembrance by
which we offer a Mass for the repose of the soul of a deceased person or for the intention of the living. A Spiritual Bouquet is an
enrollment by which we remember the person at one Mass per
week for the year. Mass Cards are
$10 and Spiritual Bouquets are
$15; both are available at the rectory.

UPDATE ON SIDE ALTARS

We received a picture of a snippet of the restored, original
artwork over the two side tabernacles. The paint can be
removed and the original artwork can be exposed. I am
waiting for a quote on the cost of this. —Fr. Chris

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ANNUAL MUM SALE
This fall St. Vincent de Paul will be
sponsoring a mum sale to assist us in
providing for the needs of our less
fortunate parishioners. We will be
available at the back of the church
before and after all Masses on weekends through this weekend. As in
prior years, you can purchase a coupon which will be good for one potted mum at Ogonowski Farm in Dracut. The coupons are valid through October 1st. Price of
the mums is $8 each. As always, thank you for your continued support!

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk
16:1-13 or 16:10-13
Monday: Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/Lk
8:19-21
Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/
Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and
17/Lk 9:43b-45
OBSERVANCES FOR THIS WEEK
Sunday: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday
Monday: St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr
Tuesday: Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul
Chŏng Ha-sang and Companions, Martyrs
Wednesday: St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Friday: St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
©LPI

RCIA CLASSES STARTING SOON

LOOKING TO HIRE A MAINTENANCE
PERSON FOR THE PARISH
• Full-time or part-time
• Flexible Hours
• For more information please contact Terry at
978-459-0713 or officemanager@saintmichael.com

OUR PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Criminal Offense Record Investigation (CORI) forms for
2022-2023 are available at the rectory, Monday-Friday
9am-4pm, as well as in the back of the church. The Archdiocese mandates that all parish employees and volunteers
MUST submit a CORI form yearly. Please remember to
bring a government-issued identification for verification
purposes. For New Hampshire residents, please remember
to complete a New Hampshire CORI form.

Classes in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) will begin
Sunday, October 2nd at 10:00am in
the church hall. If you or someone
you know is interested in learning
more about the Catholic faith, please
contact Nicky Walsh at
978-869-9283. All are welcome!

"Lord Jesus, heavenly Father, Holy
Spirit; thank you for the reception of the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. May it bring peace to those of
us who receive it. May it fill us with
every grace, blessing, and healing that
we need to be better imitators of Christ.
May it keep us and sustain us until we
next receive this sacrament. May it help
us to see you more and more in the Eucharist."

YEARLY CORI FORMS DUE NOW!

BATTERY RECYCLING AVAILABLE

Located in the church’s gathering space, there is a lockbox
for placement of your old, used batteries (AAA, AA, C, D,
9 volt & “Button” batteries). A donation of .25
cents per battery or a onetime $10 donation (for one
year of battery recycling) is
requested.

PARISH SUGGESTION BOX

Do you have a great idea or suggestion? If you do, make sure to write it
down and put it in our new suggestion box located on the wall in the
right corner of the back of the
church! Paper and pen provided; the
box is locked and you don’t even
have to include your name!

THANK YOU

On behalf of the Pregnancy Care Center, thank you for
your generous support of expectant mothers and their unborn children. Your church’s care and concern make it possible to minister to women facing difficult decisions and
circumstances. Thank you for standing with us against the
ways of the world that too easily dismiss the inherent value
of life. Vulnerable women need our services, and we are
deeply grateful for your financial gifts and your prayers.
May the Lord bless you as you faithfully serve your community and ours.
In Christ,
Melanie Smith
PCC Volunteer

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM STARTS
NEXT MONTH!
Confirmation Program Year 1: Classes begin Sunday,
October 15th, 2022, from 3:30pm-5:00pm.
Confirmation Program Year 2: Classes begin Sunday,
October 15th, 2022, from 5:30pm-7:00pm.
Registrations were mailed, but you can register online at
www.saint-michael.com at Parish
Life, Religious Education Form. The
fee is $80, with a $160 family maximum. Confirmation students are required to attend all classes, complete
community service hours, and attend
a retreat each year. Additional information regarding these requirements
is available by calling or texting Ashley Melanchook at
978-996-6237
or
emailing
her
at
Ashley.mcanespie@gmail.com.

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING!

Forget the checkbook and make tithing simple for you.
With Online Giving, you can give back to your church
whenever and wherever with the simple click from your
computer or smart device. Look for the Online Giving
Online on our website homepage at www.saintmichael.com to sign up!
Today’s second collection will benefit Clergy Trust which
provides programs and support to care for the health and
well-being of all active and senior diocesan priests in good
standing. This collection is an important source of funding
for our priests, so a gift of any amount is greatly appreciated. On behalf of myself and all my brother priests who benefit from the support of Clergy Trust, thank you for your
generosity.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Please remember to pray for the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America, that they be
kept safe wherever they are stationed or deployed.

2022 PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC)
ELECTIONS
Here at Saint Michael’s, the PPC includes 13 elected lay persons, clergy,
liaisons and a few staff members that
meet up to 10 times per year. This
year, three new members will be elected to a three-year term. Nominations
have been submitted and ELECTIONS will be held next
weekend, September 24 & 25, 2022 during all weekend
Masses. Please make sure you vote!

HELP KEEP SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL
ALUMNI INFO UPDATED!

We're currently in the process of building an electronic database of Saint Michael School alumni, former/current faculty and staff. If you'd like to ensure you're included in all
SMS alumni information, updates, and events, please utilize the link https://forms.gle/9Um1GCsXToJwco2A8.
Remember that you’re still an alumni even if you didn’t
graduate eighth grade from Saint Michael School!

SHOP AMAZON & SUPPORT OUR
PARISH OR SCHOOL!
Shop on Amazon and help support Saint Michael
School or Parish with a few simple clicks!
AmazonSmile donates 0.05% of the price of your
AmazonSmile purchases!

1. Go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser on
your computer or electronic device.
2. On your first visit to AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you will need to select a
charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. For
future shopping, it will remember your selection,
but that selection can be changed.
3. If you’d like to support the parish, search & select
ST. MICHAELS PARISH. To support the school,
search & select SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL.

A parish family serving St. Michael since 1902.

Owned & Operated for over 75 years

(978) 458-4851

651 Bridge Street, Lowell
www.woodbrosflorist.com
Open every day of the year!
The Wood & Mahoney Families

96 Riverneck Road
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824

327 Hildreth Street,
Lowell, Massachusetts

(978) 458-6183
www.mckennaouellette.com
Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna
Jonathan Reeney

Wood Bros.
Flowers

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

Tel: (978) 710-7446
Fax: (978) 710-7543

978-454-8056

Shear Image
Hair Salon

(978) 452-8897

Owned and Operated By
Colleen (Finnegan) Dubuc and
Kathie (Lambert) Shepherd
1401 BRIDGE STREET • DRACUT

O’Donnell

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Celebrating over 135 years
of your trust.

(978) 458-8768

TK TURF KING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
SALES AND SERVICE
STONE WALLS • BRICK WALKWAYS

Marc Poirier

978-957-8400
Lowell, MA

C. Slowey McNiff LUZ GRANITE CORP

981 Varnum Ave., Lowell
(978) 569-1000
www.dyouville.org

755 Lakeview Ave.
Lowell, MA 01850
P: 978.454.8877
info@lowellpawn.com

lowellpawn.com

Gold
Silver
Diamonds
Watches
Cameras
& More!

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Auto - Home
9 Central St.
Lowell, MA 01852

(978) 453-1551

Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering

1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799

www.luzgranite.com
Adrian Luz, Jr. • Artistry in Granite

B.P.B. Realty
Affordable
Apartments

Rooms | Studios | 1, 2, 3, 4 Bedrooms
To apply visit www.BPBrealty.com
Contact Sadan Codjoe
to place an ad today!
scodjoe@4LPi.com
or (800) 888-4574 x3407

Book your next
event with us!

Weddings, showers, corporate
events, overnight getaways and more!

P: 978-458-2552 F: 978-459-2209
bpbaptrentals@gmail.com
253 APPLETON STREET, LOWELL, MA 01852
MON-THU 9AM-5PM • CLOSED FRIDAYS • LUNCH 12:30-1PM

521 Merrimack St. • Lowell, MA 01854
(978) 454-3411 • (978) 256-9111
www.flowers-by-albert.com
David P. Descoteaux
Owner

uml.edu/icc
978.934.6920

50 Warren St. • Lowell, MA

Home and Auto Insurance
Mention this ad and receive 10% off food

Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

Jean Calhoun, Licensed Insurance Agent
P 603-968-5793 • C 978-675-9376
jcalhoun@HealthMarkets.com

www.HealthMarkets.com/icalhoun

978-208-7606 • 978-710-6929
contactus@leslieinsurancema.com
www.leslieinsurancema.com

564 Bridge St, Lowell, MA 01850
(800) 328-8797 | DCU.org
Mon–Wed: 9am-5pm
Thurs & Fri: 9am-7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm Sun: Closed
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